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THE 



ANECDOTES OF INSTINCT. 



** Reason serves when press'd. 

But honest Instinct comes a volnnteer." 



SABINUS AND HIS DOG. 
Aftsb the execation of Sabihus, the Koman general, 
who suffered death for his attachment to the family 
of Germanicoj, his body was exposed to the public 
upon the precipice of the Gemonise, as a warning 
to all who should dare to befriend the house of 
Germanicns : no friend had courage to approach die 
body; one only renuuned true — ^his faithful dog. For 
three days the animal continued to watch the body ; 
his pathetic bowlings awakened the sympathy of every 
heart They brought him food, which they kindly 
encouraged him to eat; but on taking the bread, in- 
stead of obeymg the impulse of hunger, he fondly 
laid it on lus master's mouth, and renewed his lamen- 
tations : days thus passed, nor did he for a moment 
^uit the body. 

B 9 
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4 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

The body was at length thrown into the Tiber, and 
the generous creature still unwilling that it should perish, 
leaped into the water after it, and dasping the corpse 
between his paws, vainly endeavoured to preserve it 
from anking. 



PORUS SAVED BY HIS ELEPHANT. 

King Porns in a battle with Alexander the Great 
being severely wounded, fell from the back of his 
elephant The Macedonian soldiers supposing him 
dead, pushed forwards in order to despoil him of his 
rich clothing and accoutrements; but the futhful 
elephant standing over the body of its master, boldly 
repelled every one who dared to approach, and while 
the enemy stood at bay, took the bleeding Porus up 
with its trunk, and placed him again on its back. The 
troops of Porus came by this time to his relief, and 
the king was saved; but the elephant died of the 
wounds which it had received in the heroic defence of 
its master. 



DEATH OF AN'nOCHUS REVENGED. 

When Antiocfaus was slain in battle by Centaretrius 
the Gaiatian, the victor exoltmgly leaped on the back 
of the fidlen king's horse ; but he had no sooner done 
so, than the animal, as if sensible that it was bestrode 
by the slayer of its master, instantly exhibited signs 
of the greatest fury, and bounding forwards to the top 
of a lofty rock, with a speed which defied every 
attempt of Centaretrius to disengage himself, leaped 
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INSTINCT. 5 

with bim over the precipice, at the foot of which both 
were found dashed to pieces. 



RIGHTS OF HOSPrrALITY. 

" I have been assured/' says Chenierj in his < Present 
State of Morocco/ " that a Brebe who went to hunt 
the lion, having proceeded far into a forest, happened 
to meet with two lion's whelps that came to caress him : 
the hunter stopped with the little ammals, and waiting 
for the coming of the sire or the dam, took out his 
breakfast, and gave them a part The lioness'arrived 
unperceived by the huntsman, so that he had not time, 
or periiaps wanted the courage, to take to his gun. 
After having for some time looked at the man that was 
thus feasting her young, the lioness went away, and 
soon after returned, bearing with her a sheep, which 
she came and laid at the huntsman's feet 

" The Brebe thus become one of the family, took 
this occasion of malung a good meal, skinned the sheep, 
made a fire, and roasted a part, giving ^e enlrails to 
the young. The lion in his turn came also ; and, as if 
respecting the rights of hospitality, shewed no tokens 
whatever of ferocity. Their guest the next day having 
fimahed his provinons, returned, and came to a reso- 
lution never more to kill any of these animals, the 
noble generosity of which he had so fiilly proved. 
He stroked and caressed the whelps at taking leave of 
them, and the diam ^d sire accompanied him till he 
was safely out of tiie forest" 
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GRATEFUL LIONESS. ^ 

A dieadfal famine r^d at Buenos Ayres dming 
the govemnent of DonDlisgo de Mendon^in Para- 
S^Ky, yet Don Diego, afraid of giving the Indians 
a habit of spilling tSpaqish blood, forbade the ' inha- 
bitants on pain of ^eath to go into the fields in search 
of relief; placing ^l(tiers at all the outlets to the 
country, with ^rders^ fire upon those who should 
attempt to transgress his orders. A woman however, 
called Maldonata, was lucl^ enough to elude the vigi- 
lance of the guards, and escape -, after wandering about 
the country for a long time, she sought for shelter in a 
cavern, but she had scarcely ent^ed it, when she 
espied a lioness, the sight of which terrified her. She 
was however soon quieted by the caresses of the 
animal, who was in a state in which assbtance Is of 
the most service, and most gratefully remembered even 
by the brute creation. Of this the lioness gave her 
bene&etress the most sennble proofs. She never re- 
turned from searching after her own daily subsistence, 
without laying a portion of it at the feet of Maldonata, 
until her whelps being strong enough to walk abroad, 
she took them out with her and never returned. . 

Some time after, Maldonata fell into the hands of 
the Spaniards, and being brought back to Buenos 
Ayres, was conducted before Don Francis Ruiz de 
Galan, who then commanded there, on the charge 'Qf 
having left the city contrary to orders. Galan was a 
man of cruelty, and condemned the unfortunate 
woman to a death which none but the most cruel ^rant- 
could have thought of. He ordered lome soldiers to 
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take her into tbe country and leave her tied to a tree, 
either to perish by hunger, or be torn to pieces by 
wild beasts, as he expected* Two days after, he sent 
the same soldiers to see what was become of her ; when, 
to their great surprise, they found her alire and un- 
hurt, though surrounded by lions and tigers, which a 
lioness at her feet kept at some distance. As soon 
as the lioness perceired the soldiers, she retired a little, 
and enabled them to unbind Maldo^ata, who related 
to them the histoiy of this lioness, whom she knew to 
be the same she had formerly assisted in the cavern. 
On the soldiers taking Maldonata away, the lioness 
fikwned npon her as unwilling to part. The soldiers 
reported what they had seen to the commander, who 
ccmld not but pardon a woman who had been so sin- 
gularfy protected, withoat appearing more mh^tipfyi 
than lions tfaemselTes. 



MORE FAITHFUL THAN FAVOURED. 

Sir Hairy Lee, of Ditchley, in Oxfordshire, an- 
cestor of the late Earls of Lichfield, had a mastiff 
which guarded the house and yard, but had never 
met widi the least particular attention from his master, 
and was retained from his utility only, and not from 
aaj particular regard. One night, as his master was 
retiring to his chamber, attended by liafaithfiU valet, 
an Italian, the mastiff jnlently followed him up stairs, 
which he had never been known to do before, and, to 
his master's astomdmient, presented hunself in his 
bed-room. Being deemed an intruder, he was uistantly 
ordered to be turned out ; winch bemg complied with, 
the poor animal began scratdiing viol^tly at (he door, 
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and howling loudly for admission. The servant was 
sent to drive him away. Discouragement could not 
check his intended labour of love, or rather provi- 
dential impulse ; he returned again, and was more im- 
portunate than before to be let in. Sir Harry, weary 
of (^position, bade the servant open the door, that 
they might see what he wanted to do. This done, 
the mastiff with a wag of his tail, and a look of af- 
fection at his lord, deliberately walked up, and 
crawling under the bed, laid himself down as if 
desirous to take up his night's lodging there. To 
save farther trouble, but not from any 'partiality for 
his company, this indulgence was allowed. About the 
solemn hour of midnight the chamber door opened, 
and a person was heard stepping across the room: 
Sir Harry started from his sleep ; the dog sprung from 
hb eovert, and seizing the unwelcome disturber, fixed 
him to the spot ! All was dark ; and Sir Harry rang 
his bell in great trepidation, in order to procure a light 
The person who was pinned to the floor by the cou- 
rageous mastiff, roared for assist&nce. It was found 
to be the valet, who little expected such a reception. 
H« endeavoured to apologize for his intrusion, and to 
make the reasons which induced him to take this step 
appear plausible ; but the importunity of the dog, the 
time, the place, the manner of the valet, all raised 
suspicions in Sir Harry's mind; and he determined 
to refer the investigation of the business to a magis- 
trate. The perfidious Italian, alternately terrified by 
the dread of punishment, and soothed with the hopes 
of pardon, at length confessed that it was his intention 
to murder his master, and then rob the house. This 
diabolical design was frustrated only by the instinctive 
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attachment of the dog to his master, which seemed to 
have been directed on this occasion bj the interference 
of Providence. How else could the poor animal 
know the meditated assassination ? How else could 
he have learned to submit to injury and insult for his 
well-meant services ; and finally seize and detain a 
person, who, it is probable, had shewn him more 
. kindness than his owner had ever done ? It may be 
impossible to reason on such a topic, but the facts are 
indisputable. A full length picture of Sir Harry, 
with the mastiff by his side, and the words, " More 
futhful than fiivoured," are still to be seen at the 
family seat at Ditchley, and are a lasting monument of 
the gratitude of the master, the ingratitude of the 
servant, and the fidelity of the dog. 

THE BROKEN HEART. 
A few days before the fall of Robespierre, a revo- 
lutionary tribunal in one of the departments of the 
North o€ Prance, condemned to death M. des R * * * *, 
an ancient magistrate, and a most estimable man, as 
guilty of a consfuracy. jyL des R. had a water spaniel 
of ten or twelve years old, of the small breed, which 
had been brought up by him, and had never quitted 
him. Des R. saw his i^amily dispersed by a system of 
tenor: some had taken flight; others were arrested 
and carried into distant gaols ; lus domestics were dis- 
missed ; his friends had dther abandoned him, or con- 
cealed themselves ; he was himself in prison, and 
every thing in the World was silent to hira, except his 
dog. This faithful animal had been refused admittance 
mto the prison. He had returned to his master's 
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house, and found it shut ; he took refuge with a ndgh> 
hour who received him ; but that posterity may judge 
rightly of the times ia which we have existed, it must 
be added, that this man received him trembling, in 
secret, ^d dreading lest his humanity for an animal 
should conduct him to the scaffold. Every day at the 
same hour the dog left the house, and went to the door 
of the prison. He was refased admittance, but he 
constantly passed an hour before it, and then returned. 
His fidelity at length won upon the porter, and he was 
one day allowed to enter. Tlie dog saw hb master, 
and clung to him. It was difficult to separate them, 
but the gaoler forced him away, and the dog returned 
to his retreat. He came bade the next morning, and 
every day; once each day he was admitted. He 
licked the hand of hb friend, looked him in the face, 
again licked his hand, and went away of himself. 

When the day of sentence arrived, notwithstanding 
the crowd, notwithstanding the guard, the dog pene- 
trated into the hall, and crouched himself between the 
legs of the unhappy man, whom he was about to lose 
for ever. The judges condemned him — condemned 
him in the presence of his dog. They reconducted 
him to the prison, and the dog for that time did not 
quit the door. The fatal hour arrives; the prison 
opens ; the unfortunate man passes out; it is his dog 
that receives him at the threshold. He clings upon hb 
hand, that hand which so soon must cease to pat hb 
caressing head. He follows him ; the axe falb ; the 
master dies; but the tenderness of the dog cannot 
cease. The body b carried away ; the dog walks at 
its side; the earUi receives it; he lays himself upon 
the grave. 
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There he passed the first night, the next day, the 
second night. The neighbour in the mean time un- 
happy at not seeing him, risks himself in searching for 
the dog ; guesses from the extent of his fidelity the 
asylnm he has chosen, finds him, caresses him, and 
makes him eat An hour afterwards the dog escaped , 
and regained his favourite place. Three months passed 
away, each mommgof which he came to seek his food, 
and then returned to the grave of his master ; but each 
day he was more sad, more meagre, more languishing, 
and it was evident that he was gradually reaching Ids 
end. An endeavour was made by chaining him up, to 
wean him, but nature will triumph. He broke his 
fetters; escaped; returned to the grave, and never 
quitted it more. It was in vain that tiiey tried to 
bring him back. They carried him food, but he ate 
no longer. For four-and-twenty hours he was seen 
employing his weakened limbs m digging up the earth 
that sepanlted him from the remams of the being he 
had so mfich loved. Passion gave him strength, and 
he gradually approached the body; his labours of 
affectiojl veJiemently encreased; his efforts became 
convuUive; he shrieked in his struggles; his faithful 
heart iave way, and he breathed out his last gasp, as 
if he Knew that he had found his master. 



AFFECTING REPROOF. 
Among a pack of hounds kept by a gentleman in 
tfafe middle of the last century, was a favourite bitch 
tiat be was very fond of, and which he used to suffer 
lo come and lie in his pariour. This bitch had a litter 
of whelps, and the gentleman one day tgok them out 
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of the kennel, when the bitch was absent, and drowned 
them. Shortly afterv^ards she came mto the kennd, 
and missing her offspring, sought them most anxiously ; 
at length she found them drowned in the pond. She 
then brought them one by one, and laid them at her 
master's feet in the parlour ; and when she had brought 
the last whelp, she looked up in her master's face, laid 
herself down, and died. 

COMEDY OF QUADRUPEDS. 
In a play which Germanicus Cssar exhibited at Rome, 
in the rdgn of Tiberius, there were twelve elephant 
performers, six males and six females, clothed as men 
and women. After they had, at the command of their 
keeper, danced and performed a thousand curious antids, 
a most sumptuous feast was served up for their refresh- 
ment The table was covered witii all sorts of dain- 
ties, and golden goblets filled with the most precious 
wines, and beds covered with purple carpets, were 
placed around for the animals to lie upon, after the 
manner of the Romans wheA feaslmg. On these 
carpets the elephants laid themsdves down, and at a 
given signal they reached out their trunks to the table, 
and fell to ealmg and drinking with as much propriety 
as if they had been as many honest citizens. 

ELEPHANT ROPE DANCING. 

The ease with wldch the elephant is taught to per- 
form the most a^e and difficult feats, fofms a remark- 
able contrast to its huge unwiddiness of aze. Aristotle 
tells us, that in ancient times, dephants were taught 



d by Google 



INSTINCT. la 

by their keepers to throw stones at a mark, to cast up 
arms in the air, and catch them again on their fall ; 
and to dance not merely on the earth, but on the rope. 
Hie first, according to Snetonins, who exhibited ele- 
phant rope dancers, was Galba at Rome. The manner 
of teaching them to dance on the ground was simple 
enoagli (by the association of music and a hot floor) ; 
bat we are not informed how they were taught to skip 
the rope, or whether it was the tight or the slack rope, 
or bow hi^ the rope might be. The silence of hutory 
on these points is fortunate for the figurantes of the 
present day ; since, but for this their fame might have 
been utterly eclipsed. Elephants may in the days 
of old Rome have lieen taught to dance on the rope, 
bnt when was an elephant ever known to skip on a 
rope over the heads of an audience, or to caper amidst 
a blaze of fire fifty feet aloft in air ? What would 
Aristotle have thought of his dancing elephants, if he 
had seen Madame Saqui ? 

DANCING ASS. 
John Leo, in his "Descriptio Africse," printed in the 
year 1556, relates an account of an ass, which, if true, 
proves <hat Hbas anim^ is not so stupid and indocile 
as he is commonly represented. He says, *' When 
the Mahommedan wor^p it over, the common people 
of Cairo resort to the part of the suburbs called 
Bed-£lloch, to see the exhibition of stage players, 
and mountebanks who teach camels, asses, and dogs 
to dance. The dancing of the ass is diverting enough ; 
for after he has frisked and capered about, his master 
tells him, that the Soldan meaning to build a great 
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palace, intends to employ all the asses in carrying 
mortar, stones, and other materials ; upon which the 
ass falls down with his heels upwards, closing his eyes, 
and extending his chest, as if he were dead. This 
done, the master begs some assistance of the company, 
to make up for the loss of the dead ass ; and having 
got all he can, he gives them to know that truly his 
ass is not dead, but only being sensible of his master's 
necessity, played that trick to procure some provender. 
Then he commands the ass to rise, who still lies in the 
same posture, notwithstanding all the blows be can 
give him ; till at last he proclaims, that by virtue of 
an edict by the Soldan, all the . handsome ladies are 
bound to ride out the next day upon the comeliest 
asses they can find, in order to see a triumphal show, 
and to entertain their asses with oats and Nile water. 
These words are no sooner pronounced, than the ass 
starts up, prances, and leaps for joy. The master 
then declares that his ass has been pitched upon by 
the warden of his street, to carry his deformed and 
ugly wife ; upon which the ass lowers his ears, and 
limps with one of his legs as if he were lame. Then 
the master alleging that bis ass admires handsome 
women, commands him to single out the prettiest lady 
in company ; and accordingly he makes his choice by 
going round and touchuig one of the prettiest with 
his head, to the great amusement of the company." 

CANINE TRAGEDIAN. 
" I, myself,'* says Plutarch, " saw a dog at Rome, 
whose master had taught him many pretty tricks, and 
amongst others the following. He soaked a piece of 
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bread in a certun drag, which was indeed somniferous, 
but which he would have had us beliere was a 
deadly potion* The dog, as soon as be had swallowed 
it^ affected to quake, tremble, and stagger, as if quite 
stupified. At length it fell down, seemed to breathe 
its last, and became irtretched out in all the stiffness 
of 4eath, suffering any person to pull it about or turn 
it over, without indicating the least symptom of life. 
The master was now lavish in his endeavours to restore 
the poor creature to life ; and after a short time, when 
it understood by a secret hint that its time for recovery 
was come, it began by little and little to revive, as if 
awaked from a dead sleep, slowly lifted up its head, 
and opening its eyes, gazed with a wild vacant stare 
on all around. In a few minutes it got upon its 
feet, shook itself as it were free from its enthralment, 
and recognizing its master, ran merrily up to him. 
The whole of this scene was performed so naturally, 
that all who were present (among whom was the Em- 
peror Vespasian, the father himself) were exceedingly 
delighted.*' 



PROVIDENTIAL SAFE CONDUCT. 
Frejus, in his " Relation of a Voyage made into 
Mauritania," translated into English, and printed iu 
the year 1671, gives a singular anecdote of a lion, 
which he says was related to him in that country by 
very credible persons. About the year 1614 or 1615, 
two Christian slaves at Morocco made their escape, 
travelling by. night, and hiding themselves in the tops 
of trees during the day, their Arab pursuers frequently 
passing by them. One night, while pursuing their 



d by Google 



16 PERCY ANECDOTES, 

journey, thej were much astonished and alarmed to 
see a great lion close bj tiieip, who walked when 
they walked, and stood still when they stood. 
Thinking this a safe conduct sent to them by Provi- 
dence, they took courage, and travelled in the day 
time in company with the lion. The horsemen who 
had been sent in pursuit came up, and would have 
seized upon them, but the lion interposed, and they 
were suffered to pass on. Every day these poor 
fugitives met with some one or other of the humaii 
race who wanted to seize them, but the lion was their 
protector until they reached the sea coast in safety, 
when he left them. 



THE DOG OF MONTARGIS. 

The fame of an English dog has been deservedly 
transmitted to posterity by a monument in basso 
relievo, which still remains on the chimney-piece of 
the grand hall, at the Castle of Montargis in France. 
The sculpture, which represents a dog fighdng with a 
champion, is explained by the following narrative. 

Aubri de Mondidier, a gentleman of family and 
fortune, travelling alone through the Forest of Bondi, 
was murdered, and buried under a tree. His dog, an 
English blood-hound, would not quit his master's grave 
for several days ; till at length, compelled by hunger, 
he proceeded to the house of an intimate friend of 
the unfortunate Aubri's at Paris, and by his melancholy 
howling seemed desbrous of expressing the loss they 
had both sustamed. He repeated hb cries, ran to the 
door, looked back to see if any one followed him, 
returned to his master's friend, pulled him by the 
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sleeve, and with damb eloquence entreated him to go 
with him. 

The singularity of all these actions of the dog, 
added to the circumstance of his coming there with- 
out his master, whose futhful companion he had 
always been, prompted the company to follow the 
animal, who conducted them to a tree, where he 
renewed his howl, scratching the earth with his feet, 
significantly entreating them to search that particular 
spot Accordingly on digging, the body of the 
unhappy Aubri was found. 

Some time after, the dog accidentally met the 
assassin, who is styled by all the historians that relate 
this fact, the Chevalier Macsure; when instantly 
seiang him by the throat, he was with great difficulty 
compelled to quit his prey. 

In short, whenever the dog saw the chevalier, he 
continued to pursue and attack him with equal fury. 
Such obstinate virulence in the animal, confined only 
to Macaiie, appeared very extraordinary ; especially 
to those who at once recollected the dog's remarkable 
attachment to his master, and severid instances in 
which Macaire's envy and hatred to Aubri de Mon- 
didier bad been conspicuous. 

Additional circumstances created suspicion; and 
at length the affair readied the royal ear. The king 
{Louis VHL) accordingly sent for the dog, who 
appeared extremely gentle till he perceived Macaire 
in the midst of several noblemen, when he ran fiercely 
towards him, growling at and attacking him as usual. 

The king, struck with such a collection of circum- 
stantial evidence against Macaire, determined to refer 
the decision to the chance of battle; in other words, 
cS 
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he gave orders for a combat between the chevalier 
and the dog. The lists were appointed in the Isle of 
Notre Dame, then anunenclosed, uninhabited place, 
and Macaire was allowed for his weapon a great cudgel. 

An empty cask was ^ven to the dog as a place of 
retreat, to enable him to recover breath. Every thing 
being prepared, the dog no sooner found hiinself at 
liberty, than he ran round his adversary, avoiding his 
blows, menacing him on every side, till his strength 
was exhausted; then springing forward,' he griped 
him by the throat, threw lum on the ground, and 
obliged him to confess his guilt, in the presence of the 
king and the whole court. In consequence of this, the 
chevalier, after a few days, was convicted upon his 
own acknowledgment, and beheaded on a scaffold in 
the Isle of Notre Dame. 

The above recital is translated from *' Memoires 
sur les Duels," and is dted by many critical writers, 
particularly Julius Scaliger, and Montfaucon, who 
has ^ven an engraved representation of the combat 
between the dog and the chevalier. 



WRENS LEARNING TO SING. 
A wren built her nest in a box, so situated, that a 
fomUy had an opportunity of observing the mother- 
bird instructing the young ones in the art of singing 
peculiar to the species. She fixed herself on one side 
of the opening in the box, directly before her young, 
and began by an^ng over her whole song very dit^ 
tinctly. One of the young then attempted to imitate 
her. After proceeduig through a few notes, its voice 
broke, and it lost the tune. The mother immediately 
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Tecommenced where the young one had failed, and 
went very distinctly through with the remainder. The 
young bird made i^ second attempt, commencing 
where it had ceased before, and continuing the song 
as long as it was able ; and when the note was again 
lost, the mother began anew where it stopped, and 
completed it. Then the young one resumed the tune, 
and fiuidied it. This done, the mother sang over the 
whole series of notes a second time with great pre- 
cision; and a second of the young attempted to 
follow her. The wren pursued the same course with 
thb as with the first; and so with the third and fourth. 
It sometimes happened that the young one would lose 
the tune three, four, or more times in the same at- 
tempt; in which case the mother uniformly began 
where they ceased, and sung the remaining notes ; 
and when each had completed the trial, she repeated 
the whole stram. Sometimes two of the young com- 
menced together. The mother observed the same 
conduct towards them, as when one sang alone. This 
was repeated day after day, and several times in a 
<iay. 

NEST BUILDING. 
Most of the small birds of Southern Africa (says 
Mr. Barrow) construct their nests in such a manner, 
that they can be entered only by one small orifice, 
and many suspend them from the slender extremities 
of high branches. A species of loxia, or grossbeak, 
always hangs its nest on a branch extending over a 
river or pool oi water. It is shaped exactiy like a 
<faemi8t*s retort ; is suspended from the head, and the 
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shank of eight or nine inches long, at the bottom of 
which is the aperture, almost touches the water. It 
is made of greeu grass firmly put together, and 
curiously woven. Another smaU bird, the Pants 
Capensis, or Cape Titmouse, constructs its nest of the 
pappus, or down of a species of asclepias. This nest 
is made of the texture of flannel, and the 6nest fleecy 
hosiery is not more soft. Near the upper end projects 
a small tube about an inch in length, with an orifice 
about three fourths of an inch in diameter. Im- 
mediately under the tube is a small hole in the side, 
that has no communication with the interior part of 
the nest ; in this hole the male sits atiiight, and thus 
they are both screened from the weather. The sparrow 
in Africa hedges round its nest with thorns ; and even 
the swallow under the eaves of houses, or in the rifts 
of rocks, makes a tube to its nest of six or seven 
inches in length. The same kind of birds in Northern 
Europe, having nothing to apprehend from monkies^ 
snakes, and other noxious animals, construct open 
nests. ' 



DOG AND GOOSE. 
A Canadian gooSe, kept at East Barnet, io Hert- 
fordshire, a few years ago, was observed to attach 
itself in the strongest and most affectionate manner 
to the house dog, but never presumed to go into the 
keilHlI^XiCQ^in rainy weather ; whenever the dog 
bajrked, the jpbse would cackle, and run at the person 
she' supposed th^dog barked at, and try to bite him 
by the heels. Sometimes she would attempt to feed 
with the dog ; but this the dog, who treated his faithful 
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companion with indifTerence, would not suffer. Thb 
bird would not go to roost with the others at night, 
unless driven by mtin force ; and when in the morning 
they were turned into the field, she would never stir 
from the yard gate, but sit there the whole day in 
sight of Uie dog. At length orders were given that 
she should no longer be molested -, being thus left to 
herself, she ran about the yard with him all night, and 
what is par^ularly remarkable, whenever the dog 
went out of the yard and ran into the village, the 
goose always accompanied him, contriving to keep up 
with him by the assistance of her wings, and in this 
vray of running and flying, followed him all over ttte 
paruh. This extraordinary affection of the goose 
towards the dog, which continued till hb death, two 
years after it was first observed, is supposed to have yj 
originated in his having saved her from a fox, in the ^J ^■'' 
very moment of distress. 

While the dog was ill, the goose never quitted 
him, day or night, not even to feed ; and it was ap- 
prehended that she would have been staryed to death, 
had not a pen of com been set every day close to the 
kennel. At thb time, the goose gener^y s^ {^ the 
kemiel, and would not suffer any one to approatth it, 
except the person who brought the dog's, or her own 
food. The end of thb faithful bird was melancholy ; 
for when the dog died, she would still keep possesuon 
of the kennel ) and a new house dog being introduced, 
which in size and colour resembled that la^||i lost, 
the {|oor goose was unhappily deceitfll, < 
into the kennel as usual, the new inbabitafi^ 
her by the throat and killed her. ^ 
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CALCULATING CROW. 

A Scotch newspaper of the year 1816, states that 
a carrion crow perceiving a brood of fourteen chickens, 
under the care of the parent-hen, on a lawn, picked 
up one ; but on a young lady opening the window 
and giving an alarm, the robber dropped his prey* 
In the course of the day, however, the plunderer re- 
turned, accompanied by thirteen other crows, when 
every one seized his bird, and carried off the whole 
brood at once. 

CANINE SHEEP-STEALER. 
A shepherd who was hanged for* sheep stealing 
about forty years ago, used to commit his depre- 
dations by means of his dog. When he intended to 
steal any sheep, he detached the dog to perform the 
business. With this view, under pretence of looking 
at the sheep, with an intention to purchase them, he 
went through the flock with the dog at his foot, to 
whom he secretly gave a signal, so as to let him know 
the particular sheep he wanted, perhaps to the number 
of ten or twelve, out of a flock of some hundreds ; 
he then went away, and from a distance of several 
miles, sent back the dog by himself in the night time, 
who picked out the individual sheep that had been 
pointed out to him, separated them from the flock, 
and drove them before him, frequently a distance of 
ten or twelve miles, till he came up with his master, 
to whom he delivered up his charge* 
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CANINE SMUGGLERS. 
In the Netherlands they use dogs of a very large 
and strong breed, for the purpose of draught They 
are harnessed like horses, and chiefly employed in 
drawing little carts with fish, vegetables, &c. to 
market. Previous to the year 1795, such dogs were 
also employed in smuggling; which was the more 
easy, as they are exceeding docile. The dogs were 
trained to go backwards and forwards between two 
places on the frontiers, without any person to attend 
them. Being loaded with little parcels of goods, lace, 
&c. like mules, they set out at midnight, and only 
went when it was perfectly dark. An excellent quick 
scented dog alw|iys went some paces before the others, 
stretched out his nose towards all quarters, and when 
he scented custom-house officers, &c. turned back, 
which was the signal for immediate flight Concealed 
behind bushes, in ditches, &c the dogs waited till all 
was safe, then proceeded on their journey, and reached 
at last beyond the frontier the dwelling house of the 
receiver of the goods, who was in the secret. But 
here, also, the leading dog only at first shewed himself ; 
on a certain whistle, which was a signal -that all 
was right, they all hastened up. They were tl 
unloaded, taken to a convenient stable, where there 
was a good layer of hay, and well fed. There they 
rested until midnight, and then returned in the same 
manner back, over the frontiers. 
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ODD FRATERNrry. 

A gentleman travelling throagh Mecklenburg about 
thirty years ago» was witness to the following curious 
drcumstance in the post house at New Stargard. 
After dinner, the landlord placed on the floor a large 
dish of soup» and gave a loud whbtle. Immediately 
there came into the room a mastiff, a fine Angora cat, 
an old raven, and a remarkably large rat with a bell 
about its neck. These four animals went to the dish, 
and without disturbing each other, fed together; alter 
which the dog, cat, and rat lay before the fire, while 
the raven hopped about the room. 

MOUSE OF HUSAFFXL. 

The mouse which has given to Husafell, in Jutland, 
a celebrity which it might not have otherwise possessed, 
it supposed by Alafsen and Porelsen to be a variation 
of the wood or economical mouse. In a country, 
says Mr. Pennant, where berries are but thinly dis- 
persed, these little animals are obliged to cross rivers 
to make their distant forages. In returning with their 
booty to (heir magarines, they are obliged to recross 
the stream ; of the mode of doing which Mr. Alafsen 
gives the following account : — " The party, which 
consists of from six to ten, select a piece of dried 
cow dung, on which they place the berries on a heap 
in the middle ; then, by their united force, bring it to 
the water's edge, and aufter launching it, embark and 
place themselves round the heap, with their heads 
joined over it, and their backs to the water, their 
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tails pendent in the stream, serving the purpose of 
rodders." 

Some doubts having been entertained as to the truth 
of tlus fiumsoie mode of na^gation, a recent traveller 
in Jutland made a particular point of enqdring of 
different individuals as to the fact, and the confirmation 
which he fnrmshes is most clear and explicit. ** It is 
now," he says, ^ established as an important fact in ' 
natural hbtory, by the testimony of two eye-witnesses 
6f unquestionable veradty, the clergyman of Briamslok 
and Madame Benedictson of Skikesholm; both of 
whom assured me that tiiey had seen the expedition 
repeatedly. Madame B. in particular, recollected 
having spent a whole afternoon, in her younger days, 
at the marg^l of a small lake, on which these navi- 
gators had embarked, and amused herself and her 
companions by driving them away from the side of 
the lake as they approached them." 

GENEROUS REVENGE. 
A young iftan, desirous of getting rid of his dog, 
took it akmg mth him to the Seine. He hired a boat, 
and rowing into the stream, threw the animal in. The 
poor creature attempted to climb up the side of the 
boat, but hit master, whose intention was to drown 
him, constantiy pushed him back with the oar. ^ 
doing this, he fell himself into the water, and woul^ 
certainly have been drowned, had not the dog as soon 
as he saw his master straggling in the stream, suffered 
the boat to float away, and held him above water till 
assistance arrived, and his life was saved. 
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BEAR AND CHILD. 
Leopold, Duke of Lorrdne, had a bear called . 
Marco, of the sagacity and sensibility of -which we 
have the following remarkable instance. Daring the 
winter of 1709, a Savoyard boy, ready to perish with 
cold in a barn, in which he had been put by a good 
woman, with some more of his companions, thought 
proper to enter Marco's hut, without reflecting on the 
danger which he ran in exposing himself to the mercy 
of the animal which occupied it. Marco, however, 
instead of doing any injury to the child, took him 
between his paws, and warmed him by pressing him 
to his breast until the next morning, when he suffered 
him to depart to ramble about the city. The Savoyard 
returned in the evening to the hut, and was received 
with the same affection. For several days he had 
no other retreat, and it added not a little to his joy, to 
perceive that the bear regularly reserved part of his food 
forhim. A numberof dayspassedinthismannerwithout 
the S(?rvant8 knowing anything of the circumstance. At 
length, when one of them came one day to bring the bear 
his supper, rather later than ordinary, he was astonished 
to see the animal roll his eyes in a furious mamier, and 
seeming as if he wished him to make as little noise 
as possible, for fear of awaking the child, whom he 
clasped to his breast. The animal, though ravenous, 
did not appear the least moved with tlie food which 
was placed before him. The report of this extra- 
ordinary circumstance was soon spread at court, and 
reached the ears of Leopold ; who, with part of his 
courtiers, was desirous of being satisfied of the truth 
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of Marco's generosity. Several of them passed the 
night near his hat, and beheld with astonishment that 
the bear never stirred as long as hb guest shewed an 
inclination to sleep. At break of day the child 
awoke, was very much ashamed to find himself dis- 
co vered» and fearing that he -would be punished for 
his rashness, begged pardon. The bear however 
caressed him, and endeavoured to prevail on him to 
eat what had been brought to him the evening before, 
which he did at the request of the spectators, who 
conducted him to the prince. Having learned the 
whole history of this singular alliance, and the time 
which it had continued, Leopold ordered care to be 
taken of the little Savoyard, who would doubtless 
have soon made hi^ fortune, had he not died a short 
time after. 



ARE BEASTS MERE MACHINES ? 
Dr. Amaud d*AntiIli one day talking with the 
Duke de liancourt upon the new philosophy of M. 
Descartes, maintained that beasts were mere machmes^ 
and had no sort of reason to direct them ; and that 
when they cried or made a noise, it was only one of 
the wheels of the clock or machine that made it. The 
duke, who was of a different opinion, repli^, " I have 
now in my kitchen two turnspits, who take their tums^,^. 
regularly every other day to get into the wheel ; one 
of them not liking his employment, hid himself on 
the day that he should work, so that hb companion 
was forced to mount the wheel in his stead, but crying 
and wagging hb tail, he made a sign for those in at- 
tendance to follow him. He immediately conducted 
D Jg 
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them to a ganet, wheie he dblodged the idle dog, and 

killed him imniediately. 



SHREWD GUEI^ER. 
A French officer, more remarkable for his birth 
and spirit than his wealth, had served the Venetian 
republic for some years with great valour and fidelity, 
but had not met with that preferment which he 
merited. One day he waited on a nobleman whom 
be had often solicited in vain, but on whose friendship 
he had still some reliance. The reception he met 
with was cool and mortifying ; the nobleman turned 
his back upon the necessitous veteran, and left him 
to find his way to the street through a suite of apart- 
ments magnificently furnished. He passed them 
lost in thought, till casting Ms eyes on a sumptuous 
sideboard, where stood on a damask cloth as a pre- 
paration for a splendid entertainment, a valuable 
collection of Venetian glass, polished and formed in 
the highest degree of perfection. He took hold of a 
1 comer of the linen, and turning to a faithful £«nglish 
roastifif which always accompanied him, stud to the 
animal in a kind of absence of mind, *' Here, my 
poor old friend ; you see how these haughty tyrants 
indulge themselves, and yet how we are treated!" 
The poor dog looked his master in the face, and 
gave tokens that he understood him. The mas^r 
walked on, but the mastiff slackened his pace, and 
laying hold of the damask cloth with his teeth, at one 
hearty pull brought all the glass on the sideboard in 
shivers to the ground, and deprived the insolent 
noble of his favourite eiliibition of splendour. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND DOG. 
One of the magistrates in Harbour Grace, in New- 
fotmdlaiid, had an old dog of the regular web-footed 
species . peculiar to this island, who was in the habit 
of carrying a lantern before his master a^ night, as 
steadily as the most attentive servant could do, 
stopping short when his master made a stop, and pro- 
ceeding when he saw him disposed to follow. If his 
master was absent from home, on the lantern being 
fixed to his mouth, and the command given, *' Go 
fetch thy master,'' he would immediately set off and 
proceed directly to the town, which lay at the distance 
of more than a mile from the place of his master's 
residence : he would then stop at the door of every 
house which he knew that his master was in the 
habit of frequenting, and laying down his lantern, 
' growl and strike the door, making all the noise in his 
power until it was opened ; if his master was not 
tiiere, he would proceed farther in the same manner, 
until he had found him. If he had accompanied him 
only once into a house, this was sufficient to induce 
him to take that house in his round. ■ ' 

THE CAPE SWALLOW. 
Captain Carmichael, an active and intelligent 
observer, relates the following fact respecting the 
natural history of the swaltow. Swallows are birds of 
passage at the southern extremities of Africa, as well 
as in Europe. They return to the Cape of Good 
Hope in the month of September, and quit it again in 
D 3 
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March and ApriL Captain Carmichael happening to 
be stationed for some time at the eastern extremity 
of the colony, a pair of the hirundo caperuit, soon after 
their arrival, bidlt their nest on the outside of the 
house wherdn he lodged, fixing it against the angle 
formed by the wall, with ictxe board which supported 
the eaves. The whole of this nest was covered in^ 
and it was furnished with a long nieck or passage, 
through which the birds entered and came out. It 
resembled a longitudinal section of a Florence oil 
flask. This nest having fallen down after the young 
birds had quitted it, the same pair, as he is disposed 
to believe, built again on the old foundation in the 
montii of February following ; but he remarked on 
this ooeaston an improvement in the construction of 
it, which Iton hardly be referred to the dictates of 
mere instinct In building. the first, the birds were 
satisfied with a single opening, but this one was 
fiimished wiUi an opening on each side; and on 
watching their motions, he obs^ved that they in- 
variably entered at one side, and went out at the 
other. One object obtuned by this improvement^ 
was saving themselves the trouble of turning m the 
nest, and thus avoiding any derangement of its 
interior economy. But tiie chief object appeared to 
be, to facilitate their escape from the attacks of 
serpents, ivhich harbour in the roofs of thatched 
houses, or crawl up along the walls, and not unfire- 
queutiy devoar both the mother and her young. 
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REMORSE. 
A lew yean ago an elephant at Dekan» from some 
motive of revenge, killed hb eanuuik, or conductor. 
The man's wife» who bdield the dreadful scene, took 
her two children, and threw them at the feet of the 
enraged animal, saying, "Since you have slain my 
husband, take my life also, as well as that of my 
children.*' The elephant instantly stopped, rel^ited, 
and as if stung with remorse, took up ^e eldest boy 
witli his trunk, placed him on its neck, adopted him 
for his comack, and would never afterwards allow 
any other person to mount U. 

CHOICE RETALIATION. 
A tame elephant, kept by « uierchant at Bencoolen, 
was suffered to go at large. The animal used to 
walk about Uie streets in as quiet and familiar a 
manner «s any of the inhabitants; and delighted 
much in visiting the shops, particularly those which 
sold herbs and frait, where he was well received, 
except by a couple of brutal coblers, who witliout 
any cause, took offence at the generous creature, and 
,once or twice attempted to wound his proboscis with 
their awls. The noble animid, who knew it was 
beneath him to crash them, did act disdidn to chastise 
them by other means. He filli|d his large trunk 
with a considerable qoantity of water, not of the 
cfeanest quality, and advancing to them as usual, 
covered them at once with a dirty flood. The fools 
'. lang^d at, and the punishment applauded. 
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LEARNED DOG. 
'The celebrated Leibnitz relates an account of a 
dog who was taught to speak, and could call in an 
intelligible manner for tea, coffee, chocolate, &c. 
The dog was of a middling size, and the property of 
a peasant in Saxony. A little boy, the peasant's son, 
imagined that he perceived in tlie dog*s voice an 
indistinct resemblance to certain words, and was 
therefore determined to teach him to speak distinctly. 
For this purpose he spared neither time not pains 
with his pupil, who was about three years old when 
his learned education commenced ; and at length he 
made such progress in language, as to be able to 
articulate no less than thirty words. It appears, 
however, that he was somewhat of a truant, and did 
not very willingly exert his talents, being rather 
pressed into the service of literature, and it was ne- 
cessary that the words should be first pronounced 
to him each time before he spoke. The French 
academicians who mention this anecdote, add, that 
unless they had received the tes^Mnony of to great a 
man as Leibnitz, they should scarcely have dared to 
relate the circumstance. 



HORSE AND GREYHOUND. 
Various have been the opinions upon the dif- 
ference of speed between a wdl-bred greyhound and 
a race horse, if o|>po8ed to each other. Wishes had 
been frequently indulged by the sporting world, that 
some criterion could be adopted by wliich the supe- 
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liority of speed coald be fairly ascertained, when 
the following circumstance accidentally took place, 
and afforded some information upon what had been 
previously considered a matter of great uncertainty. 
In the month of December, 1800, a match was to 
hare been run over Doncaster race-course for one 
hundred guineas, but one of the horses having been 
drawn, a mare started alone, that by running the 
ground she might ensure the wager ; when having 
run about one mile in the four, she was accompanied 
by a greyhound bitch, which joined her from the 
side of the course, and emulatively entering into the 
competition, continued to race with the mare for the 
other three miles, keeping nearly head and head, 
and affording an excellent treat to the field by the 
energetic exertions of each. At passing the distance 
post, five to four was betted in favour of the grey- 
hound ; when parallel with the stand, it vfaa even 
betdng, and any person might have taken his «hoice 
from five to ten; the mare, however, had the ad- 
vantage by a head at the termination of the course. 

THE GOAT. 
A gentleman who had taken an active share in the 
rebellion of 1715, alter the battle of Preston, escaped 
into the West Highlands, where a lady, a near 
relative, afforded him an asylum. A faitl:iiil servant 
conducted him to the mouth of a cave, and furnished 
him with an abundant store of provisions. The 
fugitive crept in at a low aperture, dragging his 
stores along. When he reached a wider and loftier 
expanse, he found some obstacle before him. He 
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drew hU dirk, but anwilling to strike lest he miglit 
take the life of a companion in seclusion, be stooped 
down, and discovered a goat with her kid stretched on 
the ground. He soon perceived that the animal was 
in great pain, and feeling her body and limbs, 
ascertained that her leg was fractured. He bound it 
up witl^ his garter, and offered her a share of the 
bread beside him ; but she stretched out her tongue, 
as if to apprize him that her mouth was parched 
with thirst. He gave her water, which she took 
readily, and then ate some bread. After midnight 
he ventured out of the cave : all was still. He plucked 
an armfull of grass and cut tender twigs, which the 
goat accepted with manifesUtions of joy and thank- 
fulness. The prisoner derived much comfort in 
having a living creature in this dungeon, and he 
caressed and fed her tenderly. The man who was 
entrusted to bring him supplies fell sick ; and when 
another attempted to penetrate into the cavern, the 
goat furiously opposed him, presenting her horns in 
all directions, till the fugitive hearing a disturbance, 
came forward. This new attendant giving the watch- 
word, removed every doubt of his good intentions, 
and the amazon of the recess obeyed her benefactor 
in permitting him to advance* The gentleman was 
convinced, that had a band of military attacked 
the cavern, his grateful patient would liave died in his 
defence. * 

The devices 6f thb animal to hide her young from 
the fox are very remarkable. She discerns her 
enemy at a great dutance, conceab her treasure in a 
thicket, and boldly intercepts the formidable marauder. 
He seldom foils to ^proach the place where the kid 
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is crouching, bat the dam, with her horoi, receiTes 
him at all points, and neTer yields till spent with 
&tigae and agitation. If a high crag, or stone, 
should be near when she descries the fox, she mounts 
upon it, taking her young one -under her body. The fox 
goes round and round, to catch an opportuidty for 
making a spring at the little trembler, and there have 
been instances of his seizing it ', but the goat thrusts 
her horns into his flank wiih such force as to be 
often unable to withdraw them, and all three have fre- 
quently been found dead at the bottom of the preci- 
pice. It is a singular feet, that the goats know their 
progeny to several generations, and each tribe herds 
together on the bills, or reposes in the cot in separate 
parties. 

CHILD SAVED. 
A shepherd who inhabited one of those valleys or 
glens which intersect the Grampian mountains, in 
one of his excursions to look after his flock, happened 
to carry along with him one of his children, an infant 
of three years old. This is not an unusual practice 
among the Highlanders, who accustom their children 
from the earliest infancy to endure the rigours of the 
climate. After traversing his pastures for some time, 
attended by his dog, the shepherd found himself 
under the necessity of ascending a summit at some 
distance, to have a more extensive view of his range. 
As the ascent was too fatiguing for the child, he left 
him on a small plain at the bottom, with strict in- 
junctions not to stir from it till his retumt Scarcely, 
however, had he gained the summit, when the horizon 
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was darkened by one of those impenetrable mtsts 
which frequently descend so rapi<Uy amidst these 
momitainsy at, in the space of a ^w minutes, almost 
to torn day to night The anxions fether instantly 
hastened back to find his child ; bat owing to the 
imosual darkness, and his own trepidation, lie unfor- 
tunately ndssed his way in the descent. Alter a 
fruitless search of many houn, he discovered that he 
had reached the bottom of the valley, and was near 
his own cottage. To renew the search that night was 
equally fndtless ssfd dangerous; he was therefore 
compelled to go home, although he had lost both his 
child and his dog, who had attended him fai&fully 
for many years. Next morning, by break of day, 
the shepherd, accompanied by a buid of his neigh- 
bours, set out in search of hb child ; but after a day 
spent in fruitless fatigue, he was at last compelled by 
the approach of night to descend from the mountain. 
On returning to his cottage, he found that the dog 
which he bad lost the day before, had been home, and 
on receiving a piece of cake, had instantly gone off 
again. For several succesnve days the shepherd 
renewed the search for his child, and still on returning 
home disappointed in the evening, lie found that the 
dog had been home, and on receiving his usual 
allowance of cake, bad instantly disappeared. Struck 
with this singular circumstance, he remained at home 
one day; and when the dog, as usual, departed 
with his piece of cake, he resolved to follow him, and 
find out the cause of this strange procedure. The 
dog led the way to a cataract at some distance firom 
the spot, where the shepherd had left his child. 
The banks of the cataract almost joined at the top. 



d by Google 



INSTINCT. 37 

yet separated by an abyss of rmmense depth, pre- 
sented that appearance which so often astonishes and 
appals the travellers that fireqaent the Grampian 
moontains. Down one of tliose rugged, and almost 
perpendicular descents, the dog began, without hesi- 
tation, to make his way, and at last disappeared by 
entering into a cave, the mouth of which was almost 
level with the torrent The shepherd with difficulty 
followed ; but on entering the cave what were his 
emotions, when he beheld his infant eating with much 
satisfaction the cake which the dog had just brought 
him; while the faithful animal stood by, eyeing 
hb young charge with the utmost complacence ! 
From the situation in which the child was found, it 
appeared that he had wandered to the brink of the 
precipice, and then either fallen or scrambled down 
till he reached the cave. The dog by means of his 
scent had traced him to the spot ; and afterwards pre- 
vented him from starving, by giving up to him his 
own daily allowance. He appears never to have 
quitted the child by night or day, except when it 
was necessary to go for food ; and then he was 
always seen running at full speed to and from the 
cottage. 

SPIDERS THE BEST BAROMETERS. 
In the commotions which took place in Holland, 
when the Stadtholder was reinstated by the Prussian 
arms, M. Quatremere D'Isjonval, a Frenchman, was 
arrested and imprisoned at Utrecht, where he spent 
upwards of seven years, deprived of his liberty. To 
amuse himself during this long confinement, h^ 
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courted the acquaintance of spiders, studied their 
temperament and constitution, and, after a long series 
of accurate observations, he made the important 
discovery, that they were the most weather-wise of all 
creatures. Their preientiment of approaching changes 
if incomparably more refined and certain than the 
variations tndiCAted by the best barometers, thermo- 
meters, and hygrometers. A weather-glass points 
out only the probable state of the weatiier for the 
next day ; but with respect to a permanent or long 
continued state of the atmosphere, this instrument 
cannot hp relied upon. Spiders, however, have not 
only an obvious sensation of the approaching changes 
of the weather, similar to that manifested by a ba- 
rometer, but they also indicate, with the greatest 
exactness, the more distant changes for a considerable 
lengtii of time ; nay, they foretel with precision, for 
a period of ten days or a fortnight, those states of the 
atmosphere which are of a settied nature. Of this 
M. D'Isjonval was enabled, in the end, to furnish a 
most striking proof. 

On Wednesday, the 16th of January, 1795, the 
wind changed to the northward; on Thursday it 
began to freeze, and the frost increased to such a 
degree, that the French were enabled to enter Utrecht, 
and to release their imprisoned countryman, M. 
D'Isjonval : but on the 20th of January, an unex- 
pected thaw threatened to frustrate the design of the 
invaders, who had advanced with all their heavy 
artillery, accompanied by an army of one hundred 
thousand men, to pass Ae icy bridges which nature 
had apparentiy constructed for facilitating their hostile 
operaticoifi. The French generals were filled with 
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apprehensions, and began to think of the necessity of 
retreating, when M. D'lsjonval having consulted his 
meteorological assistants, the spiders, went and told 
bis countrymen that they had no cause for the least 
alarm, for that in a day or two the frost would 
retnm with greater intensity than had been known 
in Holland for ages. The prediction was fully 
verified. The very next day the frost recommenced, 
with almost unequalled severity; and Holland, no 
longer able to avail itself of its pent-up floods, 
became an easy prey to the revolutionizing re- 
publicans. 

The manner in which spiders carry on their ope- 
rations, conformable to the impending changes of the 
atmosphere, is simply this : If the weather is likely 
to become rainy, windy, or in other respects disagree- 
able, they fix the terminating filaments, on which the 
whole web U suspended, unusually short ; and in this 
state diey awtut the influence of a temperature which 
is remarkably variable. On the contrary, if the ter- 
minating filaments are made uncommonly long, we 
may, in proportion to their length, conclude that the 
weather will be serene, and continue so at least for 
ten or twelve days. But if the spiders be totally 
indolent, rain generally succeeds; thou^, on the 
other hand, their activity during rain is the most 
certain proof that it will be only of short duration, 
and followed with fair and very constant weather. 
According to further observations, the spiders re- 
gularly make some alteration in their webs or nets 
every twenty-four hours : if these changes take place 
between the hours of she and seven in the evening, 
tliey indicate a clear and pleasant night. 
E 2 
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CONCERTS OF ANIMALS. 

The abbot of Baigne, a man of mt, and skilled is 
the construction of new musical instruments, ivas 
ordered by Louis ]^L King of f'rance, more in jest 
than in earnest, to procure bim a concert of swines' 
Voices. The abbot said that the thing could doubtless 
be done, but that it would take a good deal of money. 
The king ordered that he should have whatever he re- 
quired for the purpose. The abbot, says Bayle, then 
" wrought a thing as singular as ever was seen. For 
out of a great number of hogs of several ages which 
he got together, and placed under a tent, or pavilion, 
covered with velvet, before which he had a table of 
Wood painted, with a certain number of keys, he made 
an organical instrument, and as he played upon the 
said keys with little spikes, which pricked the hogs, 
be made them cry in such order and consonance, he 
hi^y delighted the king and all his company." 

The French Encyclopedia, article chant, concisely 
narrates the history of a whimsical procession which 
was displayed at Brussels in 1549. A part of the 
shew consisted of a car, in which was an organ played 
on by a bear. Instead of pipes, this instrument 
contained a collection of cats, each confined separately 
in a kind of narrow case, so that they could not move, 
but their tails were held upright, and attached to the 
jcusks in such a manner, that when the bear touched 
the keys, he pulled the tails of the parties enclosed, 
and produced a most mellifluous mewing and wailing, 
in the C cliff we suppose, treble, counter-tenor, and 
tenor; the organist hLnself perhaps being invited by 
the same machinery, utters a bass accompaniment.- 
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Some years ago there was exhibited at Paris, an 
instminent constructed on a similar principle. The 
number of performers was about a dozen; and by 
means of keys well touched, their powers were exerted 
am spvrito, etfuriosa, for the delist of their auditory. 
The happy arrangement of their tones had the most 
fascinating effect on the ear ; and Kcrescendo was de- 
lightful ! all the worid'—or what is exactly the same 
tl^ng — all Paris, wentto heartUsw(mderful multi-yocal 
organ ; this uncommon combination of pipes. All Paris 
was enekantie hon de raison with rapture; ttud every 
bean and belle thought, talked, and dreamed of nothing 
but — of cat-harmony. Unhappily, a favourite singer 
at the opera was taken ill, and while labouring 
under a complaint in the lungs, a subscription for his 
support was proposed and countenanced by "the 
fashion." The cat organist taking the hint, at the close 
of his concert, passing his hat round «nong his audience, 
" announced with great sorrow that one of his most 
enunent perfonners was sorely afflicted with a catarrh, 
and stood in great need of an additional supply of 
meat to save his life." The joke was reported to 
tiie police ; the police-— as " ihey manage these things 
better in France,"— thought no joke could equal a 
true joke ; so the wit was sent to prison, to ruminate 
on his wittidsm, and the current of Parisianism being 
tamed eie he obts&ied Ins release, he found that the 
attractions of hb Tocal and instrumental organizatioa 
fa»d ceased, and tiiat his oats could produce him no 
raoie than the value of tiieir skins. 
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WAfeER QUEERLY LOST. 
In the year 1765, one Carr, a watenuan,^ Having 
laid a wager that he 'and his dog would both leap 
from the centre arch of Westminster bridge, and- 
land at Lambeth within a minute of each other ; He 
jumped off first, and the dog immediately followed ;- 
but not being in the secret, and fearing his master 
sliould be drowned, he laid hold of him by the neck 
and dragged him on shore, to the no small diversioa 
of the spectators. 

tBAVELLEte. 
An innkeeper at Astley Chapel once sent, as a> 
present by the carrier, to a friend at Warrington* a 
dog and cat tied up in a bag, who had been com^ 
panions more than ten months. A short time after, 
the dog and cat took their departure from Warrington- 
fogether, and returned to their old habitation, a dis- 
tance of thirteen miles. They jogged along the road> 
side by side, and on one occasion, the dog gallantly 
defended his fellow-traTcller from the attack of 
another dog they metb 

In the summer of %766, an officer of the army 
having gone from Newcastle for Derby, on a recruit- 
ing party, took his dog with him ; and on leaving- 
Derby, on the 16th of August, tlie dog was left 
behind. The creature missing his master, set out for 
Newcastle, where he arrived on the 18th, being less^ 
than forty -six hours in coming an unknown way o^ 
one hundred and eighty miles ! ! 
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M» D^ObsoatUle bad a dog which he had broughi 
«p in ludia from two months old f and having to go 
with a friend from Pondicherry to Benglour, a dis- 
tance of more than three hundred leagues, he took 
the animal along with him. ** Out joumej," says 
M. lyo, ** occupied nearly three weeks, and we had 
to traverse plains and mountains, and to ford rivers 
and go along bye paths. The animal, which had 
certainly never been in that country before, lost us 
at Benglour, and immediately returned to Pon- 
dicherry. He w«nt directly to the house of M. 
Beglier, then commandant of artillery, my friend, 
and with whom I had generally lived* Now the 
difficulty is not so much to know how the dog sub- 
sisted on the road, (for he was vety "strong, and able 
to procure himself food) but how he should so well 
have found his way, after an interval of more than a 
month ! Thb was an effort of memory greatly 
superior to that which the human race is capable of 
exerting. 

WATCH DOG. 
A thief, who had broke into the shop of Cellini, 
the Florentine artist, and was breaking open the 
caskets, in order to come at some jewels, was arrested 
in his progress by a dog, against whom he found it a 
difficult matter to defend himself with a sword. 
The faithful animal ran to the- room where the 
journeymen slept ; but as they did not seem to hear 
him barking, he drew away the bed clothes, and 
polling them alternately by the arms, forcibly awaked 
them ', then barking very loud, he shewed the way to' 
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the thieves, and went on before ; but the men would 
not follow him, and at last locked th^ir door. The 
dog havmg lost all hopes of the assistance of these 
men, undertook the task alone, and ran down stairs ; 
he could not find the villain in the shop, but imme- 
diately rushing into the street, earner up with him, 
and tearing off his cloak, would have treated him ac- 
cording to his deserts, if the fellow had not called to 
some tailors in the neighbourhood, and begged they 
would assist him against a mad dog; the tailors 
believing him, came to his assistance, and compelled 
the poor ammal to retire. 

SINGULAR INTERPOSITION, 
A lady had a tame bird which she was in the habit 
of letting out of its cage every day. One morning 
as it was picking crumbs of bread off the carp^, her 
cat, who always before shewed great kindness for 
the bird, seized it on a sudden, and jumped with it 
in her mouth upon a table. The lady was much 
alarmed for the fate of her favourite, but on turning 
about, instantly discerned the cause. The door had 
been left open, and a strange cat had just come into 
the room ! After turning it out, her own cat came 
down from her place of safety, fmd dropped the bird 
without doing it the smallest ivjury. 

CRUEL PARTING. 

When Charles V. foiled in his attempt on Algiers 
in 1541, htt fleet, and the troops which were em- 
barked on board the ships, suffered the most dreedfei 
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hardships. The officers were obliged to throw over- 
board all their clothes, baggage, and valuables; but 
nothing distressed them so much as the parting with 
their horses, which were in general fine Spanish and 
Neapolitan genets and coursers, " so well chosen," 
says Brantome, " so gallant spirited, and so high 
prized, that there was not a heart which could defend 
itself from feeluig anguish and the deepest pity at 
seeing these fine horses struggling in vain to save 
themselves by swimming through the ra^ng ocean. 
And the more distressful was the sight, as the poor 
animals despairing to reach the land, it being so far 
off, followed with their utmost powers, as long as 
their strength lasted, the ship and their masters, who 
stood on the decks piteously lamenting the fate of 
these noble creatures, whom they saw perish before 
their eyes." 

SECRET ESCORT. 
A gentleman returning to town from Newington 
Green, where he had been on a visit to a friend, was 
stopped bjf a footpad armed with a thick bludgeon, 
virho demanded his money, saying he was in great 
distress. The gentleman gave him a shilling ; but 
tiiis did not satisfy the fellow, who immediately 
attempted to strike him with his bludgeon ; when, to 
the surprise of the gentleman, the villain's arm was 
Hoddenly arrested by a spaniel dog, who seized liim 
fast The fellow with some difficulty extricated 
himself from his enemy, and made his escape. The 
dog belonged to the gentleman's friend where he 
bad dined, and had followed him unperceived ; the 
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£uthfal creature guarded him home, and then made 

the best of its way baek to his master. 

LONG LOST FOUND AGAIN. 
A female elephant belooging to a gentleman at 
Calcutta, being ordered from the upper country to 
Cbotygon6, broke lose from her keeper, and was 
lost in the woods. The excuses which the keeper 
made were not admitted. It was supposed &at he had 
sold the elepliant; his wife and family therefore 
were sold for slaves, and he was hisiself condemned 
to work upon the roads. About twelve years after- 
wards this man was ordered into the country to 
assist in catching wild elephants. The keeper fan- 
cied he saw his long-lost elephant in a group that 
was before them. He was determined to go up to 
it; nor could the strongest representations of the 
danger dissuade him from his purpose. When he 
approached the creature, she knew him, and giving 
him three salutes, by waving her trunk in the ^r, 
knelt down and received him on her back. She 
afterwards assisted in securing the other elephants, 
and likewise brought with her three young ones, 
which she had produced during her absence. The 
keeper recovered his character ; and, as a recom- 
pense for his sufferings and intrepidity, had an 
annuity settled on him for life. This elephant was 
afterwards in the possession of Governor Hastings. 
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FRIEND IN NEED. 
As a gentleman of the name of Irvine was walking 
across the Dee when it was frozen, the ice gave way 
in the middle of the river, and down he sunk, hut 
kept himself from being carried away in the corrent 
bj grasping hb gon, which had fallen across the 
opening. A dog who attended him, after many 
fruitless attempts to rescue his master, ran to a seigh- 
booring village, and took hold of the coat of the first 
person he met. The man was alarmed, and would 
have disengaged himself; but the dog regarded him 
with a look so kind and significant, and endeavoured 
to pull him along with so gentle a violence, that he 
began to think there might be something extraordinary 
in the case, and suffered himself to be conducted 
by the animal, who brought him to his master just 
in time to save his life. 



BEE CHARMER. 
Mr. Wildman of Plymouth, who rendered him- 
self famous in the West of England for bis command 
over bees, being in London in 1766, visited Dr. 
Templeman, Secretary to the Society of Arts, in 
his bee dress. He went in a chair, with his head 
and iBce covered with bees, and a most vene- 
rable beard of them hanging from his chin. The 
gentlemen and ladies assembled were soon convinced 
that they need not be afraid of the bees, and there- 
fore went up familiarly to Mr. Wildman, and con- 
versed with him. After havuig remained some time. 
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be gave orders to the bees to retire to their hive, and 

this they did instantly. 

TAME COLONY. 
Caption D. Carmichad, in a description of the 
Island of Tristan D'Acnnha, communicated to the 
linnsan Society, states that the animals fomid on 
this solitary spot were so tame, that it was necessary 
to clear a path through the birds which were reposing 
on the rocks, by kicking them aside ; and one species 
of seal did not move when struck or pelted, and at 
length some of the company amused themselves by 
mounting them, and riding tiiem into the sea \ 

FILIAL DUTY. 
Mr. Purdew, surgeon's mate on board the Lan- 
caster, in 1757, relates, that while lying one evening 
awake, he saw a rat come into his birth, and after 
well surveying the place, retreat with the greatest 
caution and silence. Soon after it returned, leading 
by the ear another rat, which it left at a small distance 
from the hole which they entered. A third rat 
joined this kind conductor ; they then foraged abouti^ 
and picked up all the small scraps of biscuit ; these 
they carried to the second rat, which seemed blind, 
and remained in the spot where they had left it, 
nibbling such fare as its dutiful providers, whom Mr. 
Purdew supposes were its offspring, brought to i% 
from the more remote parts of the floor. 
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CUNNING AS A FOX. 
AtB fox chase in Galloway, in the autumn of 1819, 
a very strong fox was closely pressed by the hounds ; 
perceiving his danger, he made for a high wall at 
a short distance, and springing over it, crept close in 
at the bottom ; the hounds followed *him, but no 
sooner had they leaped the wall, than Beynard sprang 
back agdn over it; and having thus ingeniously 
given his pursuers the slip, got safely away. 

An American gentleman, a Mr. Hawkins, of Pitts- 
field, was recently in pursuit of foxes, accompanied 
by two blood-hounds ; the dogs were soon in spent, 
and pursued a fox nearly two hours, when suddenly 
they appeared at fault. Mr. H. came up with them 
near a large log lying upon the ground, and fell 
much surprise to find them taking a circuit of a few^ 
rods without an object, every trace of the game seem^ 
ing to have been lost, while they kept still yelping. 
On looking about him, he discovered sly Reynard 
stretched upon the log, apparently lifeless. Mr. H. 
made several efforts to direct the attention of his 
dogs towards the fox, but failed ; at length he ap- 
proached so near the artful object of his pursuit as 
to see him breathe. Even then no alarm was ex- 
faibitjed ; and Mr. H. seiung a club, aimed a blow at 
1^01, which Reynard evaded by a leap from his sin- 
gular lurking place, having thus for a time effectually 
eluded his rapacious pursuers. 
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THE PORCUPINE. 
All aalbors before Baffon assert, that the '< fretful 
porcapine/' when irritated, darts his qoilis to a con* 
siderable distance against the enemy, and that he will 
thus kill very large animals. Thu Buffon thinks a 
mistake, as he had repeatedly irritated the porcupme 
without producing any o&er effect than that of some 
loose quills being shaken off. But Buffon's expe- 
riments were made on the Italian porcupine, an inferior 
species, with small and short bristles ; and the evidence 
of subsequent writers completely establishes, that with 
respect to the Indian porcupine, the statement of the 
old naturalists is quite conect. A British officer who 
had served in India, in an account of the climate an9 
diversions in the Northern parts of British India, 
(Philosophical Magazine, vol. 42, p. 285) gives us 
ihe following account of an instance of the kind, of 
which he was an eye-witness. " Being one moon> 
light lught with a party, in search of porcupines with 
dogs, we had not been long out ere we discovered a 
hole inhabited by those quadrupeds. A dog was 
immediately put to it. The animal had not gone in 
many paces, "vriien he howled and retreated with several 
quills in his body. One in particular was driven an 
inch into hb right leg. The porcupine, on the ap- 
proach of the dog, drew itself into liie shape of a 
baD, like a hedge>hog, and darting forward with all 
its strength^ threw its quills into ibe dog.'' 
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DYING OF JOY. 
One of the ttrcmgest instances of affection in dogs, 
b related in ihit Memoires du MaarquU lamgaUery* The 
marqob had been two yean in the army, when re- 
tanung home, a lavonrite dog which be had left came 
to meet him in the court yard, and recognizing him 
at if he bad only been absent two days, leaped apon 
his neck, and died of joy at haTing found him again. 

USURPEK PUNISHED. 
Some years ago, a sparrow had early in spring 
taken possession of an old swallow's nest in a village 
in Ftfeshire, and had laid some eggs in it, when the 
Original builder and owner of the castle made her 
appearance, and claimed possession. The sparrow, 
firmly sealed, resisted the claim of the swallow ; a 
smart battle ensued, in which the swallow was joined 
by its mate, and during the conflict by several of their 
comrades. AH the efforts of the assembled swallows 
to dislodge the usurper were however unsuccessful. 
Finding themselves completely foiled in this object, 
it would seem that they had held a council of war to 
consult on ulterior measures ; and the resolution they 
eame to, shews that with no ordinary degree of in- 
genuity, some very lofty considerations of right and 
justice were .combined in their deliberations. Since 
the sparrow could not be dispossessed of the nest, 
the next question with them appears to have been, 
bow he could be otherwise punished for his unlawful 
usurpation of a property unquestionably the legitimate 
right of its original constructor. The council were 
p 2 
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unanimous in thinking that nothing short of the deatfa 
of the intruder could adequately atone for so heinous 
an dffence ; and having so decided, they proceeded 
to put their sentence into execution, in the following 
very extraordinary manner. Quitting the scene of 
contest for a time, they returned with accumulated 
numbers, each bearing a beak full of building ma- 
terials ; and without any farther attempt to beat out 
the sparrow, they instantly set to work and built up 
the entrance into the nest, enclosing the sparrow within 
the clay tenement, and leaving her to perish in the 
garrison she had so bravely defended. 

The truth of this almost incredible story is vouched 
for by a gentleman of unquestionable veracity, and a 
most ingenious observer of nature, Mr. Gaviii Inglis, 
of Strathendry, Bleachfield, in Fifeshire. Linnaeus 
had prepared us to expect as much from the ingenuity 
of the swallow, but he states nothing of the kind as 
of his own knowledge. 

FEEDING THE ORPHAN. 
In June, 1816, some young gentlemen disappointed 
in duck shooting, fired a few rounds for their amuse- 
ment at a flock of swallows, and unfortunately brought 
some of the parent swallows to the ground, and among 
the rest, both parents of a young brood of five, whose 
nest was in the corner of one of the windows of Mr. 
Gavin Inglis*s house, at Strathendry. Conceiving 
the young would perish from hunger, Mr. I. resolved 
to take them into the house, and try to bring them up 
under the care of his children, who bad undertaken to 
catch flies for them. This humane interposition was 
however found unnecessary ; the news of the calamity 
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had spread orer the colony, and a collection of parent- 
swallows had assembled. The state of the nest and 
the young was taken under review, and arrangements 
immediately gone into for the protection and support 
of the helpless orphans. A supply of provisions 
was brought them before leaving them for the night ; 
and next day, and every day for some time after, 
the benevolent office of feeding them was carried 
on with so much parental care by the older swal- 
lows in succession, that the orphan group were as 
regularly fed, and as^on fledged and on the wing, as 
the young of any nest in the whole colony. 

A SLY COUPLE. 
A gentieman in the county of Stirling kept a 
gfcyhioimd and a pointer, and being fond of coursing, 
the pointer was accustomed to find the hares, and the 
greyhound to catch them. When the season was 
over, it was found diat the dogs were in the habit of 
geing out by themselves, and killing hares for their 
own amusement. To prevent this, a large iron ring 
was fastened to the pointer's neck by a leather collar, 
and hung down so as to prevent the dog from running, 
or jumping over dikes, £ec. The animafs, however, 
continued to stroll out to the fields together; and one 
day the gentleman suspecting that all was not right, 
leaolvpd to watch them, aud toliis surprise, found that 
the moment when they thought that they weie un- 
observed, the greyhound took up the iron ring in hb 
mendi, and carrying it, they set off to the hills, and 
began to search for hares as usual. They were fol- 
lowed, and it was observed, that whenever the pointer 

F S 
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scented the hare, the rmg was dropped, and the greyj 
hound stood ready to pounce upon poor puss the 
moment the other drore her from her form, but that 
he uniformly returned to assist hb companion after 
he had caught his prey. 

A GOOD FINDER. 
One day when Dumont, a tradesman of the Rue 
St. Denis, was walking in the Boulevard St. Antoine 
with a friend, he offered to lay a wager witli the 
l&ltei*, that if he were to hide a six livre piece in tlie 
dust, his dog would discover and bring it to fiim. 
The wager was accepted, and the piece of money 
secreted, after being carefully marked. When the two- 
had proceeded some distance from the spot, M. 
l)umont called to his dog that he had lost something,, 
aibd ordered him to seek it. Caniche immediately 
turned back, and his master and liis companion pur- 
sued their walk to the Rue St Denis. Meanwhile 
a traveller, who happened to be just then returning 
in a small chaise from Vincennes, perceived the piece 
of money which his horse had kicked from its hiding^. 
place; he alighted, took it up, and drove to his inn, 
in the Roe Pont-aux-Choux. Caniche had just 
reached the spot in search of the lost piece, when the 
stranger picked it up. He followed the chuse, went 
into the inn, and stuck close to the traveller. Having 
scented out the coin winch he had been ordered to 
bring back in the pocket of the latter, he leaped up 
incessantly at and about him. The traveller sup- 
posing him to be some dog that had lost or been left 
behind by his master, regarded his different move- 
ments as marks of fondness; and as the animal was^ 



d by Google 



INSTINCT. 55' 

farindsome, he detennined to keep him. He gave him 
a good sapper, and on retiring to bed, took him with 
him to hb chamb^. No sooner had he pulled off his 
breeches, than they were seited by &e dog; the 
owner conceiving that he wanted to play with them, 
took them away again. The animal began to bark at 
the door, which the traveller opened, nnder the idea 
that the dog wanted to go out. Caniche snatched 
up the breeches and away he flew. The traveller 
posted after him with his night cap on, and literally 
taru cuktte$. Anxiety for the fate of a purse full of 
gold Napoleons, of forty francs each, which was in 
one of the pockets, gave redoubled velocity to hisT 
steps. Caniche ran full speed to his master's house, 
where the stranger arrived a moment afterwards breath- 
less and enraged. He accused the dog of robbing 
14m. " Sir," said the roaster, " my dog is a very 
feithfnl creature ; and if he has run away with your 
breeches, it is because you have in them money 
which does not belong to you." The traveller 
became still more exasperated. ** Compose yourself, 
ik" rejoined the other, smiling, '* without doubt 
theie is in your purse a six livre piece, with suCh and 
sach marks, which yon have picked up in the Boule- 
vard SL Antoine, and which I threw down there with 
the firm conviction that my dog would bring it back 
again. This b the cause of the robbery which he 
has committed upon you." The stranger's rage now 
yielded to astonishment; be delivered the six livre 
piece te the owner, and could not forbear caressing 
the dog which had given him so much uneasiness, ancf 
Mch an unpleasant chase. 
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SENSE OF RIDICULE. 
Persons who have the management of elephants* 
haye often observed that ihej know very 'well when 
any one is ridiculing thera, and that they very often 
revenge themselves when they find an opportani|y* 
A painter wished to draw an elephant in the menagerie 
at Paris in an extraordinary atUtude, which was with 
his trunk lifted up, and his mouth open. An attend* 
ant on the painter, to make the elephant preserve the 
position, &rew fruits in his mouth, and often pre« 
tended to throw them without doing so. The animal 
became irrita^d, and as if knowing that the painter 
was to blame rather than his servant, turned to him, 
and dashed a quantity of water from his trunk over 
the paper on which the painter was sketching hi» 
distorted portrait 

MINSTREL'S BARK. 
Seals have a very delicate sense of ]ttarHig> and 
are much delighted with music. This fact was not 
unknown to the ancient poets* aad is thus aiittded t» 
by Walter Scott: 

'* Rude Heiskar's seals, through surges dark. 
Will long pursue the minstreFs bark." 

Mr. John Laing, in his account of a voyage to 

. Spitzbergen, mentions, that the captain of the shipV 

son, who was fond of pli^ying on the violin, never 

failed to have a numerous auditory when in the seaa 

frequented by these animals ; and Mr. L« has seen 
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tliem follow the ship for miles when any person wa^ 
playing on deck. 



THE INDICATOR. 

The Hottentots in Southern Africa, are remarkable 
for their skill in observing the bees, as they fly to their 
nests, but they have still a much better guide than 
dieir own acuteness on which they invariably rely. 
This is a sitiaii brownish bird, nothing remarkable in 
its appearaiice, of the cuckoo genus, to which natu- 
ralists have given the specific name of the Indicator, 
from its pointing out and discovering, by a chirping 
and whistling noise, the nests of bees ; it is called by 
the farmers the honey bird. 

In the conduct of this little animal there is some- 
thing that looks very like what philosophers have been 
pleased to deny the brute creation. Having observed 
a nest of honey, it flies in search of some human 
creature, to whom by its fluttering, whistling, and chip- 
ping, it communicates the discovery. Every Hot- 
tentot is too well acquainted with the bird to have any 
doubts as to the certainty of the information. It leads 
the way directly to the place, flying from bush to bush, 
or from one ant hill to another. When close to the 
nest, it remains still and silent. As soon as the person 
to whom the discoveiy is made has taken away the 
honey, the Indicator flies to feast on the remams. By 
the like conduct it is also said to indicate with equal 
certainty the dens of lions, tigers, and hyaenas, and 
other beasts of prey, and noxious animals. In the 
discovery of a bee*s nest, self-interest is concerned ; 
but in the latter instance its motives must proceed from? 
a different principle. 
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MATERNAL AJFECTION. 
While the Caicass, one of the ships in Captain Fhipps's 
voyage of discoYery to the North Pole, was locked 
in the ice, early one monung the man at the nmst head 
gave notice that three bears were making their way very 
fast over the frozen ocean, and were directing their 
course towards the abi^ They had no donbt been 
invited by the scent o€ some blubber of a sea-hone, 
which the crew had killed a few days before, wUch had 
been set on fire, and was burning on the ice atthe time 
of their approach. They proved to be a she bear and 
her two cubs ; but the cubs were nearly as large as the 
dam. They ran eagerly to the fire, and drew out from 
the flames part of the flesh of the sea-horse that re- 
mained unconsumed, and eat it voraciously. The 
crew of the ship threw great lumps of the fleah of 
the sea-horse which they had still left, upon the ice, 
which the old bear fetched away singly, laying every 
lump before her cubs as she brought it, and divitting 
it, gave each a share, reserving but a^small portion to 
herself. As she was fetching away the last piece, they 
levelled tiieir muskets at the cubs, and diot them botii 
dead, and in her retreat they wounded the dam, but 
not mortally. It would have drawn tears of pity from 
any but the most unfeeling, to have marked the affSee- 
tionate concern expressed by this poor animal in tfae 
dying moments of her expiring young.. Though she 
was sorely wounded^ and could but just oawl to tite 
place where they lay, she carried the himp of flesh 
she had just fetched away, as she bad done the others, 
tore itin pieces, and l«ad it down befiore them ; when 
she saw that they refiised to eat, she laid her paws 
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first upon one, then upon the other, and endeavoured 
to raise them up, making at the same time the most 
pitiable moans. When she found she could not stir 
them, she went off, and when she had got at some 
distance, looked bade and moaned ; and that not 
availing to entice tiiem away, she returned, and smelling 
nmnd them, began to lick their wounds. She went off 
a second time, as before, and baring crawled a few 
paces, looked again behind her, and for some time stood 
moaning. But still her cubs not rising to follow her, 
she retained to ^m anew, and with ngns of inex- 
pressible fondness went round them, pawing them suc- 
cessively, finding at last tiiat they were cold and 
lifeless, she rused her head towards the ship, and 
growled a curse upon the destroyers, which they re- . 
turned with a volley of musket balls. She fell between 
her cubs, and died licking Iheir wounds. 

EFFECT OF COLOURS. 
Mr. Forbes, the author of &e ** Oriental Memoirs," 
when at Dazagan in Concan, kept a cameleon for 
several weeks. Hie animal was singuhiriy affected by 
any tiling black. The skirting board of the room was 
black, and ti^ creature carefully avoided it ; but if 
by chance he came near it, or if a black hat were 
placed in bra way, he shrunk and became black as jet 
It was evident by the care he took to avoid those objects 
which occasioned this change, that tiie effort was painful 
to him ; the colour seemed to operate like a poison. 
Ttom some antipatiiy of the same sort, the buffalo and 
tiie boll are enraged by scariet, which, accordmg to tite 
blind man's notion, acts upon them tS^e the sound of 
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» ^mpet; and the viper is most provoked to bite 
yfhen the viper-catcher presents it with a red rag. 
There are other animals to whom certain colours havo 
the effect of fascination. Dafodils, or any bright 
yellow powers, will decoy perch into a draw-net. 
Persons who wear black hats in summer, are ten times 
niore annoyed by flies than those who wear wlute ones. 
Such facts are highly curious, and well deserving of 
investigation. We know as yet but littie of the manner 
in which animals are afifected by colours, and that littie 
is only Known populaily. When more observations 
of this kind have been made and classified, they may 
lead to some consequences of practical utility. 

TAME SEA-GULL. 
Many years ago a Mr. Scot, of Benholm,. near 
Montrose, had accidentally caught a sea-gull, whose 
wings be cut, and put it into his garden. The bird 
remained in that situation for several years, and being 
kindly treated, became so familiar, as to come at a call 
to be fed at the kitchen door. It was known by the 
name of Willie. This bird became at last so tame^ 
that no pains were taken to preserve it^ and its wings 
having grown to full length, it flew away, joined the 
other gulls on the beach, and came back from time 
to time, to pay a visit to the house. When its com- 
panions left the country at the usual season, Willi& 
accompanied them, much to the regret of the family. 
To their great joy however it returned next season ^ 
and with its usual familiarity came to its old 
haunt, where it was welcomed and fed very liberally* 
In this way it went and returned fot forty yean, with- 
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0ut iDtemiissioD, and kept up its acquaintance in the 
most cordial manner ; for while in the country it visited 
tbem almost daiJy, answered to its name like any 
domestic animal, and eat almost out of the hand. One 
year however, very near the period of its final disap- 
pearance, Willie did not pay his respects to the family 
for eight or ten days after the general flock of gnlLs 
were upon the coast, and great was the lamentation for 
his lo6S, as it was feared he was dead : but to the sur- 
prise and joy of the family, a servant one morning came 
running into the breakfast room in ecstasy, announcing 
that Willie was returned. The whole company rose 
from the table to welcome Willie. Pood ^as soon 
supplied in abundance, .and Willie with his usual frank- 
ness eat of it heartily, and was as tame as any barn- 
yard fowl about the house. In a year or two after- 
wards, this grateful bird discontinued his visits f^r ever, 
so that they concluded he must be dead ; but whe&er 
from old age or from accidental causes could never b« 
ascertained. « 



CARRIER PIGEONS. 
The first mention we find made of the employment 
of pigeons as letter carriers, is by Ovid in his ** Meta- 
morphoses," who tells us that Taurosthenes, by a pigeon 
stained witii purple, gave notice of his having been 
victor at tiie Olympic games on the very same day to 
his father at JEgina. 

. Phny informs OS, that during the siege of Modena 
by Marc Antony, pigeons were employed by Brutus 
to keep up a correspondence with the besieged. 
.When the city of Ptolemais, in Syria, was investe^l 
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by the French and VeDetiani » and it was ready to fall 
into their hands, they obsenred a pigeon flying oirer 
them, and immediately conjectoied that it was charged 
with letters to the garrison. On this the whole army 
rusing a loud shoot, so confounded the poor aerial 
past, that it fell to the ground, and on being seiaed, a 
letter was found under its wings from the sultan, in 
which he assured the garrison, that ** he would be witii 
them in three days, with an army sufficient to ndse the 
siege." For thb letter the bekiegers snbstkuted another 
to this purpose^ ** that the garrison must see to their 
own safety, for the sultan had such other affairs pressing 
him, that it was impossible for ^m to oome to thdr 
succour ;" and with this ftdse intelligenee they let liie 
pigeon firee to pursue hb course. The gairison deprived 
by thb decree of all hope of relief, immediately sur- 
rendered. The sultan a]^>eared on the third day, as 
promised, with a powerful army, and was not a little 
raortifled to find the city already in tibe hands of tiie 
Christians. 

Carrier pgeons were again employed, but with better 
success, at the siege of Leyden in 1675. The garrison 
were by means of the information thus conveyed to 
them induced to stand out, till the enemy despairing 
of reducing the place, withdrew. On the aiege being 
raised, the Prince of Orange ordered that the pigeons 
who had Eendered sudi essential service should be 
maiiitaingd at the public expense, and that at their 
death they should be embalmed and preserved in the 
town house* as a perpetual token of gratitude. 

In the east, the ampIo3rmeBtof pigeons for the con- 
vey ance «f letters is stUl very common ; particaliriy in 
Syria, Arahia, and Egypt £very bashaw has gene- 
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fmllj a basket full of them sent hiin from the grand 
senglio, where they are hred, and in case of any in- 
sorrection, or other emergency, he is enabled by letting 
loose two or more of these extraordinary messengers, 
to convey intelligence to the government long before 
it could be posdbly obtamed by other means. 

In Flanders great encoaragement is also s^ given 
to the traimng of pigeons ; and at Antwerp there is an 
aimnal competition of the society of pigeon fanciers. 

In the United States, they have been also recently 
employed, with very nefarious success, by a set of 
lottery gamblers. The number of tickets drawn at 
Philadelphia were known by this mode of conveyance, 
within so inconceivably short a period, at New York, 
or if drawn at New York, known at Philadelphia, and so 
with other towns, that the greatest frauds have been 
committed on the public by those in possession of this 
secret means of intelligence. 

In Eaglaad the use of carrier pigeons is at present 
wholly confined to the gentlemen of the fancy, who 
inherited it from tiie heroes of Tybom ; with whom it 
was of old a favourite practice, to let loose a number 
of pigemis at the moment the fetal cart was drawn 
away, to notify to ^stant friends the departure of the 
unhappy erimkaL 

The diligence and speed with which these leathered 
messengen wing their course b extraordinafy. From 
^ mstmit of theb Bberalion, iAiek flight is directed 
tlooogh the clouds at an immense hei^t to the place 
of their destination. They are believed to dart 
OBw ards in a straight line, and never descend except 
when at a lost fot breath, mid th^i are to be seen 
commonly at dawn of day, lying on tlieir backs on the 
o 2 
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ground, with their bills opoi, sucking in tvith histf 
aviditj the dew of the morning. Of their speed the 
instances related are almost incredible. 

The Consul of Alexandria daily sends dispatches 
by this means to Aleppo in five hours, though couriers 
occupy a whole day in proceeding with the utmost 
expedition from one town to the other. 

Some years ago, a gentleman sent a carrier pigeon 
from London by the stage coach to his friend at Bury 
8t Edmunds, together with a note, desiring that the 
pigeon, two days after his arrival there, might be thrown 
up precisely when the town clock struck nine in the 
morning. This was done accordingly, and the pigeon 
arrived in London, and flew to the Bull Inn in Bishops- 
gate Street, into the loft, and was there shown at half 
an hour past eleven o'clock, having flown seventy-two 
miles in two hours and a half. At the annual com- 
petition of the Antwerp pigeon fanciers in 1819, one of 
^ thirty-two pigeons belonging to that city, who had 
been, conveyed to London, and there let loose, made 
the tran»t back, being a distance in a direct line of 
one hundred and eighty miles in six hours ! 

It is through the attachment of these animals to the 
place of their birth, and particularly to the spot where 
they have brought up their young, that they are thus 
rendered useful to mankind. 

When a young one flies very hard at home, and is 
come to its full strength, it is carried in a basket or 
otherwise about half a mile from home, and there 
turned out ; after this it b carried a mile, then two, 
four, eight, ten, twenty, &c. till at length it will return 
from the furthermost parts of the country. 
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INDIAN GROSS-BEAK. 

The Biya, oc Gxoss-beak, so very conmioQ in 
Hmdostan, is rather ktfger than a spairovr. " It is," 
says Sir William Jones, " astonishingly sensible, fiEdthful, 
and docile, never vdantarily deserting the place where 
ib yoong were hatch^ ; but not airerse, like most other 
lurds, to the society ol mankind, and easily taoght to 
peich on the hand of its master. It may be taught 
with ease to fetdi a piece of paper, or any small t^ig 
^t its master points out; and it is an attested fact, 
that if a ring be dn^pedinto a deep well, andasignal 
be instantaneoosly gbren, it will fly down with amacing 
celerity, catch the ring before it touches the watery 
and being it up to its master with apparent esoltatioft. 
It is also confidently asserted, that if a house, or any 
other place, be shewn to it once or twice, it will cany 
a note thither immediately on the proper si^Mil being 
made." 

One instance of its docilily. Sir William Jones was 
an eye-witness ol The young Hindu women, at 
Benares and edier places, wear very thin plates of 
gold, called twos, slightly fixed, by-way of ornament, 
between theii eye-brows ; and wh^ they pass through 
the streets, it is not uncommon for the youthful liber- 
tines, who amuse themselves with tnining Bayas, to 
give them a signal, which tiiey understand, and send 
them to pluck the pieces of gold firom the foreheads 
of th^ mistresses^ which they bring in triumph to 
their lovers. 



o3 
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THE PIG POINTER, 

The race of swine, though generally so stupid tus to 
have furnished an odious cant appellation for the' 
multitude of our own species, is by no means desti- 
tute of sagacity ; but the shortness of life to which 
we generally doom them, unfortunately precludes all 
improvement in this respect' In proof of their intel- 
lectual endowments, it might be sufficient to recite the 
numerous instances of learned pigs with which the ex- 
hibitions of every country fair are familiar; but an 
instance more truly surprising than these, was that of 
^e Black new Forest sow, which was broke in by 
Tumor, the gamekeeper to Sir H. St^ John Mildmay, 
to find game, back, and stand, nearly as well as a 
pointer. 

This sow, which was a thin, long legged animal (one 
of the ugliest of the new forest breed), when veiy 
young, took so great partiality to some pointer puppies 
that Tumor was breaking, it played, and often came 
to feed with them. From this circumstance it occurred 
'*to Tumor (to use his own expression) that, havmg 
broken many a dog as obstmate as a pig, he would 
try if he could not also succeed in breaking a pig. 
The little animal would often go out with the puppies 
to some distance from home ; and he enticed it frtrther 
by a sort of pudding made of barley meal, which he 
carried in one of his pockets. The other he ^ed 
with stones, which he threw at the pig whenever she 
misbehaved, as he was not able to catch and correct 
her in the same manner he did his dogs. He in- 
formed Sir Henry Mildmay, that he found the animal* 
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'Inctable, and that he soou taugbther what he wished 
by fliis mode of reward and punishment. Sir Henry 
Mildmay silys, that he has frequently seen her oat 
with Tnmor, when she quartered her groimd as re- 
goiarly as any pointer, stood when she came on game 
(having an excellent nose), and backed other dogs as 
well as he ever saw a pointer. When she came on 
die cold scent of game, she slackened her trot, and 
gradually dropped her ears and tail, till she was certam, 
and then fell down on her knees. So staunch was she, 
that she would frequently remain five minutes and 
upwards on her point As soon as' the game rose, she 
always returned to Tumor, grunting very loudly fbr 
bet reward of pudding, if it was not immediately 
given to her. 

When Tumor died, his widow sent the pig to Bit 
Henry Mildmay, \*ho kept it for three years, bttt never 
used it, exceptfor the purpose of occasionally amusing 
his Mends. ^ doing this a fowl was put into a 
cabbage-rfet, and hidden amongst the fern in some 
part of the park, and the extraordinary animal never 
failed to point it, in the manner above described. 



FILIAL TENDERNESS AND ADDRESS. 

A cat belonging to Mr. SteVeus, of the Red lion 
Hotel in Truro, during' the period of her gestation 
was conveyed to a bam, near the turnpike-gate, on 
fbe Michell road. The time of her accouchment 
being arrived, puss became the mother of four fine 
sprawling kittens ! To her un^peo/cable grief, three of 
her young ones suffered a watery death the Aext 
mommg, without ever opening their eyes on tki» 
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sofiowfiil worid. The authors of this melancholy cat- 
astrophe, on gping to the bam on the following di^, 
found no tiaces either of the mother or her remaaiin|^ 
young one. They called, but all was silent; they 
searched, but tabby was invisible. Here the matter 
rested for several days» when at length, early in the 
monung, puss made her appearance in the court of her 
master's house in a veiy slender condition. Having 
satisfied her hunger, and toitered about the house 
during the d^y, late at ni^t she took her leave, carrying 
with her aU the provisions which she conveniently 
could. For several days she repeated the same course 
of operations, regularly retumiug to the hotel in the 
morning, and leaving it not empty^mouthed at ni^. 
Her proceedmgs having excited attention, she was 
followed in one of her nocturnal retreats, ' not to 
the bam from which three of her young ones had 
been so cruelly taken to be drowned, but to the top 
of a wheaten mowhay, at some distancei On beating 
ep her quarters there, she was discovered feeding her 
, surviving kitten, which had by this time become plump 
and sleek, but was as wild as a young tiger, and would 
not be touched by any one. The hole which the 
mother-cat had made in the mowhay, to afford a 
passage and retreats to her young one, was peculiarly 
curious. 

A few days afterwards the mother finding, perhaps, 
that her own daily joumeys were too fatiguing; or 
thinking it necessary that her young one should be 
introduced to the world, in order to rub off the rust 
of its clownish education ; or what is as likely, feeling 
assured that the kitten had attained an age which 
would save it from sharing the iate of its departed re- 
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lafcives, she took advantage of a daik and silent night, 
when worrying dogs and boys were within doors, to 
convey it to Tnuro, where we need not say grimalkin 
and the young stranger found a hospitable welcome. 

INFANT FASCINATION. 
The Reading Eagle, a Pennsylvanian paper of the 
year 1820, relates the following extraordinary incident. 
A daughter of Mr. Daniel Strohecker, near Orwigs- 
burgh, Berks, County Pennsylvania, about three 
years of age, was observed for a number of days to 
go to a considerable distance from the house with a 
piece of bread which she obtsdned from her mother. 
The circumstance attracted the attention of the mother, 
who desired Mr. S. to follow the child, and observe 
what she did with it. On coming to the child, he 
found her ^gaged in feeding several snakes, called 
yellow lieads, or bastard rattle snakes. He immediately 
took it away and proceeded to the house for his gun, 
and returning, killed two of them at one shot, and 
another a few days after. The child called these rep- 
tiles in the manner of calling chickens ; and when its 
father observed, if it contmued tlie practice they would 
bite her, the child replied, " No, father, they wont 
bite me ; they only eat the bread I give them." 

A large and ferocious mastiff which had broke his 
chun, ran along the road near Bath, to the great terror 
and consternation of those whom he passed ; when sud- 
denly running by a most interesting boy, the child struck 
him with a stick, upon which the dog turned furiously 
#n his infant assmlant. The little fellow, so far from 
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being intimidated, ran up to him, and fiung hii arras ^ 
roand the neck of ttie enraged animal, which became 
instantly appeased, and in return, caressed the child. 

DOMESTICATED SEAL. 
A gentleman in the neighbourhood of Burntisland, 
in Fifeshire, has completely succeeded in taming a 
seal. It appears to possess all the sagacity of the dog, 
lives in its master's house, and eats from his hand. 
He usually takes it with him in his fishiog excursions, 
upon which occasion it affords no small entertainment. 
When thrown into the water, it will follow for miles 
the track of the boat; and although thrust back by 
the oars, it never relinquishes its purpose. Indeed, 
it struggles «o hard to regain its seat, that one would 
imagine its fondness for its master had entirely over- 
come the natural predilection for its nativ^ element. 

THE VAMPYRE. 
Captain Steadman in his ** Narrative of a Five 
Year's Expedition against the Revolted Negroes of 
Surinam," relates, that on waking about four o'clock 
one morning in his hammock, he was extremely 
alarmed at finding himself weltering in congealed 
blood, and without feeling any pain whatever. " The 
mystery was," continues Captain S. ** that I had been 
bitten by the Vampyre or Spectre of Guiana, which is 
also called the Flying Dog of New Spain, and by the 
Spaniards, Perrovolador. This is no other than a bat 
of monstrous size, that sucks the blood from men and 
cattle while they are fast asleep, even sometimes tiU 
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the J die ; and as the manner in wiiich they proceed 
is traly wonderfbl, I shall endeavour to give a dis- 
tinct account of it. Knowing, by instinct, that the 
person they intend to attaclc is in a sound slumber, 
they generally alight near the feet, where, while the 
creature continues fanning with his enormous wings, 
which keeps one cool, he bites a piece out of the tip 
of the great toe, so very small indeed, that the head 
of a pin could scarcely be received into the wound, 
which is consequently not punful; yet through this 
orifice he continues to suck the blood, until he is 
obliged to disgorge. He then begins again, and thus 
oontimies suclung and disgorging until he is scarcely 
ahle to fly ; and the sufferer has often been known 
to sksep ^m lime into eternity. Cattle they gene- 
rally bito in the ear, but always in places where 
the blood flows spontaneously. Having applied 
tobacco ashes as the best remedy, and washed the 
gore from myself and hammock, I observed several 
soall heaps of congealed blood all round the place 
where I had lain upon the ground ; on examining 
which, the surgeon judged that I had lost at least 
twelve or fourteen ounces during the night*" 

RETRIBUTION. 
In the park of Lord Grantley at Wouersh, near 
GuiMfbrd, a fiiwn drinking was suddenly pounced 
npon by one of the swans, which pulled the animal 
into the water, and held it under until quite drowned. 
The atrodous action was observed by the other deer 
in the park, and did not long go unrevenged ; for 
diocUy after this very swan, which had hitherto never 
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been molested by the deer, was singled out when <ya 
land, and furiously attacked by a herd, which surr< 
rounded and presently killed the offender. 

STRANGE ROOKS. 
In the year 1783, a pur of strange rooks, after 
an unsuccessful attempt to effect a lodgment in a 
rookery at a little distance from the Exchange in 
Newcastle, were compelled to abandon the attempt, 
and to take refuge on the spire of that building ; 
and although constantly molested by other rooks, 
they built their nest on the top of the vane, and there 
reared a brood of young ones, undisturbed by the 
noise of the populace beldw them. The nest and its 
inmates were of course turned about by every change 
of the wind. Every year they continued to build 
their nest in the same place* till the year 1793, soon 
after which the spire was taken down. A small en- 
graving was made, of the size of a watch paper, 
representing the top of the 9pire and the rook's nest ; 
a great many copies of it were sold, and some are 
still to be met with among the inhabitants of New-* . 
castle. 

PAT AND CROWS. 
In the spring of 1791, a pair of crows made tbeii 
nest in a tree, of which there were several planted 
round the garden of a gentleman, who, in his morning 
walks, was often amused by^ritnessing furious com- 
bats between the crows and a cat. One morning 
tb^ battle raged more fiercely than usual, till at last 
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the cat gare way, and took shelter under a hedge, as 
if to wait a more favourable opportunity of retreating 
into the house. The crows continued for a short 
time to make a threatening noise; but perceiving 
that on the ground they could do noUiing more than 
threaten, one of them lifted a stone from the middle 
of the garden, and perched with it on a tree planted 
in the hedge where she sat, watching the motions of 
the enemy of her young. As the cat crept along 
under the hedge, the crow accompanied her, flying 
from branch to branch, and from tree to tree ; and 
when at last puss ventured to quit her hiding place j 
the crow leaving the trees, and hovering over her in 
the air, let the stone drop from on high on her back. 
Another instance of the sagacity of the crow, is re- 
lated by Dr. Darwin. A friend of his on the northern 
coast of Ireland, saw above a hundred crows at once 
preying upon muscles ; each crow took a muscle up 
into the air thirty or forty yards high, and then let it 
fall upon the stones, and thus by breaking the shell, 
got possession of the tukimal. 

REVENGEFUL SWALLOW. 
A gentleman of Brenchley having shot a hen- 
swallow which was skimming in the air, accompanied 
by her mate, the enraged partner inunediately flew 
at the fowler, and as if to revenge the loss it had 
sustained, struck him in the face with its wi][ig, and 
continued flying around him with every appearance 
of determined anger. For several weeks after the 
fatal shot, the bird continued to annoy the gentleman 
wlierever it met with him, except on Sundays, when 
it did not recognize him, in consequence of his change 
of dress. u 
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HEROISM OF THE HEN. 
In Jane, 1820, a contest of ratber an nnnsaal 
nature took place in the house of Mr. CoHins, 
a respectable innkeeper 4t Naul in Ireland. The 
parties concerned were, a hen of the game species, 
and a rat of the middle size. The hen, in an u/Cd- 
dental perambulation round a spacious room, accom- 
panied by an only chicken, the sole surviving 
offspiing of a numerous brood, was roused to mad- 
ness by an unprovoked attack made by a voracious 
cowardly rat, on her unsuspecting chirping com- 
panion. The shrieks of the beloved captive, while 
dragging away by the enemy, excited every maternal 
feeling in the afiectionate bosom of the feathered 
dame ; she €ew at the corner whence the alarm arose, 
seised the larking enemy by the neck, writhed him 
about the room, put out one of his eyes in the 
engagement, and so fatigued her opponent by repeated 
attacks of spur and bill, that in the space of twelve 
minutes, during which time the conflict lasted, she 
put a final period to the nocturnal invader's exist- 
ence; nimbly turned round, in wild triumphant 
distraction, to her palpitating nestling, and huggtidit 
in her victorious bosom. 



SINGULAR FOSTER-MOTHER. 

At Dunrobin Castle, in Sutiierlandshire, the seat ci 

the Marquess of Stafford, there is now (May, 18t0,) 

to be seen, a terrier bitch noising a brood of dock- 

lings. She had had a tittle •! whelps a few wMks 
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ago, which were tal^en from her and drowned* The 
unfortunate mother was quite disconsolate, till she 
perceived the brood of ducklings, which she imme* 
diately seized and carried to her lair, where she retains 
them, following them out and in witti the greatest 
care, and nursing them after her own fashion, with 
the most affectionate anxiety. When the ducklings, 
following their natural instinct, go into the water, their 
foster-mother exhibits the utmost alarm ; and as soon 
as they return to land, she snatches them up in her 
mouth, and hms home with them. What adds to the 
singularity of tiiis circumstance is, that the same 
animal, when last year deprived of a litter of puppies, 
seized two cock-chickens, which she reared with the 
Hke care she bestows upon her pre^nt family. When 
tiie young cocks began to try their voices, their foster- 
mother was as much annoyed as she now seems to he 
by the swimming of the ducklings — and never fuled 
to repress their attempts at crowing* 

MATRIMONIAL FIDELITY. 
A pigeon, twelve years old, belonging to an inn- 
keeper at Cheltenham, was a few years ago deserted 
by his partner, after having had a numerous progeny 
by her. He took the loss much to heart, but made no 
attempt to supply her place by a new alliance. Two 
years passed away in a state of widowed solitude, 
when at last the faithless fair one returned, and wished 
to be restored to aU her conjugal rights. Her injured 
lord and master was for a time inexorable ; he repelled 
all her approaches, and when she became importunate, 
gave her a sound beathig. In the dead of night, 
H 2 
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bowerer, Master I^geon's curtains were npt more se- 
cure than those of Priam, and the lady contrived to 
make her quarters good. When the day dawned, 
matters were so far made up, that it was agreed Madam 
Dove should at least have shelter in bis cot during 
the remainder of her days ; but the days of the re- 
pentant guilty are seldom long, and a few short months 
saw her consigned to the tomb. The old pigeon, as 
if sensible that death by forever dissolving the connec- 
tion, had placed him in a state of liberty which her 
voluntary desertion had not, instantly took wing, and 
in an hour or two returned with a new partner ! 



DISINTERESTED INFORMER. 
A lady walking over Lansdown, near Bath, was 
overtaken by a large dog, which had left two men who 
were travelling the same road with a horse and cart, 
and followed by the animal for some distance, the 
creature endeavouringto make her sensible of something, 
by looking in her &ce, and then pointing with his nose 
behind. Failing in ins object, he next placed himself 
so completely in front of the object of his solicitude, 
as to prevent her proceeding any farther, still look- 
ing stedfastly in her face. The lady became rather 
alarmed; but judging from the fanner of the dog, 
who did not appear vicious, that there was something 
about her which engaged his attention, she examined 
her dress, and found that her lace shawl was gone. 
The dog, perceiving that he was at length understood, 
immediately turned back ; the lady followed him, and 
he conducted her to the spot where her shawl lay, 
some distance back in the road. On her taking it 
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op, aad lepliiciiig it ctx her person, the inleresting 
qoadiQped iiMtantly ran off «t full speed after lus 
master, apparently moch delighted. 

THE SHEPHERD'S DOG. 
The celebrated shepherd poet, to whom these Anac- 
IK>TE8 of Instinct are mscribed, had a dog named 
Sinab, who was for many years his sole companion 
IB &ose mountain solitudes, where far from the haunts 
of men, he nursed that imagination which has since 
bust forth with such splendour on the world. ** He 
was," qnoth the shepherd, ** beyond all comparison, the 
best dog I erer saw. He was of a surly, unsocial 
temper, disdaining all flattery, and refused to be ca- 
ressed ; but his attention to his master's commands and 
interests, will never again be equalled by any of 
the canine race. The first time that I saw him, a 
dopver was leading him in a rope ; he was hungry and 
lean, and far from being a beautiful cur, for he was 
almost all over black, and had a grim face, striped with 
dark brown. The man had bought liim of a boy for three 
shillings somewhere on the border, and doubtless had 
fed him very ill on his journey. I thought I discovered 
a sort of sullen intelligence in bis face, notwithstanding 
his dejected and forlorn situation ; so I gave the drover 
a guinea for him, and appropriated the captive to my- 
ae\{, J believe there never was a guinea so well laid 
ont ; at least I am satisfied that I never laid out one to 
so good a purpose. He was scarcely then a year old, 
and knew so little of herding, that he had never turned 
sheep in his life ; but as soon as he discovered that it 
was his duty to do so, and that it obliged me, I can 
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never forget with what anxiety and eagerness he learned 
his different evolations. He would try every way 
deliberately till he found out what I wanted him to do ; 
and when once I made ium to understand a direction, 
he never forgot or mistook it again. Well as I knew 
him, he often astonished me, for when hard pressed in 
accomplishing the task that he was put to, he had ex- 
pedients of the moment that bespoke a great share of 
the reasoning faculty." 

Mr. Hogg goes on to narrate the following among 
otiier remaikable exploits, in illustration of Sirrah's 
sagacity. About seven hundred lambs, which were 
once under his care at weaning time, broke up at 
midnight, and scampered off in three divisions across 
the hills, in spite of all that the shepherd and an assistant 
lad could do to keep them together. " Sirrah,*' cried 
the shepherd in great affliction, " my man, they're a* 
awa." The night was so dark that he did not see 
Sirrah ; but the faithful animal had heard his master's 
words — words such as of all others were sure to set 
him most on the alert; and without more ado he 
silently set off in quest of the recreant flock. Mean- 
while the shepherd and his companion did not fail to 
do all that was in their own power to recover their lost 
charge ; they spent the whole night in scourmg the hills 
for miles around, but of neither the lambs nor Sirrah 
could they obtain the slightest trace. " It was the most 
extraordinary circumstance," says the shepherd, " that 
had ever occurred in the annals of the pastoral life. 
We had nothing for it (day having dawned), but to 
return to our master, and inform him that we had lost 
his whole flock of lambs, and knew not what was 
become of one of them. On our way home, however, 
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we discovered a body of Iambs at the bottom of a 
deep ravme, called the Flesh Cleuch, and the inde- 
fatigable Sirrah standing in front of them, looking all 
around for some relief, but still standing true to his 
charge. The sun was then up ; and when we first 
came in view of them, we concluded that it was one of 
the divisions of the lambs which Sirrah had been un- 
able to manage, until he came to that commanding 
situation. But what was our astonishment, when we 
discovered by degrees that not on^ lamb of the whole 
. flock was wanting ! How he had got all the divisions 
collected in the dark, is beyond my comprehension. 
The charge was left entirely to himself, from midnight 
until the rising of the sun ; and if all the shepherds 
in the forest had been there to have assisted him, 
they could not have effected it with greater propriety. 
All that I can farther say is, that I never felt so gratefbl 
to any creature below the sun, as I did to my honest 
Sirrah that morning.*' 

SYBARITE HORSES. 
The dance of animals, as we have akeady seen, was 
not unknown to antiquity ; dogs, bears, apes, elephants, 
&c were admitted into their corps de ballet ; but horses 
exceeded all the rest in the gracefiUness of their steps 
and the docility of their tempers. Pliny informs us, 
that the Sybarites, whom we have surpassed in this, if 
in nothing else, were the first who associated this tract- 
able quadruped to their ball. The passion of this 
people for amusement, however, proved fatal to them 
•on this occasion ; for the Crotoniatae having instructed 
their trumpeters to sound the usual charge in a pitched 
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battle between the annies of these two Bations, the 
horses of the latter fell to d^ociog, instead of ad- 
vancing to the charge, and were with their riders cnt 
in pieces. 

MIMIC. 
Pere Carbasson brought np an orang Qtang^ wlilch 
became so fond of him, that wherever he went, it 
was always desirous of accompanying him. Whenever 
therefore he had to perform &e service of his cbarcfa» 
he was under the necessity of shutting it up in his 
room. Once, however, the animal escaped, and fol- 
lowed the fether to the church ; where silently mounting 
the sounding board above the pulpit, he lay perfectly 
still tiH the sermon commaiced. He then crept to 
the edge, and overlooking the preacher, imitated all 
his gestures b so grotesque a manner, that the whole 
congregation were unavoidably urged to laugh. The 
father, surprised and confounded at this ill-timed 
levity, severely rebuked his audience for their in- 
attention. The reproof failed in its effect ; the con- 
gregation still laughed, and the .preacher in the warmth • 
of his zeal redouhled his vocifecatiou and his action; 
these the ape imitated so exactly, that the congregation 
could no longer restrain themselves, but burst out into 
a loud and continued laughter. A. Dnend of the 
preacher at length stepped up to him, and pointed out 
the cause of this improper conduct ; but suqh was the 
arch demeanour of the animal, that it was with ^ 
utmost difficulty he oon|d himself command his gravity, 
while he ordered the servants of the (^rarchto take him 
awtfy. 
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CONVERSING PARROT. 
Mr. Locke, in his " Essay on the Human Under- 
standing,'' quotes the following anecdote of a parrot 
from the " Remains of what passed in Christendom 
from 1672 to 1679," in a manner which shews, that 
however incredible, he at least believed in it. During 
the government of Prince Maurice in Brazil, he had 
heard of an old parrot that was much celebrated for 
answering like a rational creature many of the common 
questions put to it. It was at a great distance ; but 
so much had been said about it, that the prmce's 
curiosity was roused, and he directed it to be sent 
for. When it was introduced into the room where 
the prince was sitting, in company with several Dutch- 
men, it immediately exclaimed in the Brazilian 
language, " What a company of white men are here !'* 
They asked it, " Who is that man ?" (pomting to the 
prince.) The parrot answered, " Some general or other." 
When the attendants carried it up to him, he asked 
it, through the medium of an interpreter, (for he 
was ignorant of its language,) " Whence do you 
come ?" The parrot answered, " From Marignan." 
The prince asked, " To whom do you belong?" It 
answered, " To a Portugueze." He asked again, 
" What do you do there ?" It answered, " I look after 
chickens." The prince laughing, exclaimed, "You 
look after chickens !" The parrot in answer said, " Yes, 
I J and I know well enough how to do it " clucking 
at the same time, in imitation of the noise made by 
the hen to call together her young. 

The author of the memoirs in which this account is 
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contained, says that he had it directly from Prince 
Maurice, who observed, that though the parrot spoke 
in a language he did not understand, yet he could not 
be deceived, for he had in the room both a Dutchman 
who spoke Brasdlian, and a Brazilian who spoke 
Dutch ; that he asked them separately and privately, 
and both agreed exactly, in their account of the 
parrot's discourse. 



COLONEL O'KELLY'S PARROT. 
In the London newspapers for October, 1802, diere 
was the following announcement " A few days ago 
died, in Half Moon Street, Piccadilly, the celebrated 
parrot of Colonel O'Kelly. Tliis singular bird sang 
a number of songs in perfect time and tune. She 
could express her wants articulately, and give her 
orders in a manner nearly approaching to rationality. 
Her age was not known; it was however more than 
thirty years, for previously to that period, Mr. O'Kelly 
bought her at Bristol for a hundred guineas. The 
colonel was repeatedly offered five hundred guineas a 
year for the bird, by persons who wished to make a 
public exhibition of her ; but this out of tenderness 
to the favourite, he constantly refused." She could 
not only repeat a great number of sentences, but 
answer questions put to her. When smging, it beat 
time with all fbe appearance of science > and so ac- 
curate was its judgment, that if by chance it mistook 
a note, it would revert to the bar where the mistake 
was made, correct itself, and still beating regular time, 
go through the whole with wonderful exactness. 



d by Google 



INSTINCT. 83 



A HIGHWAYMAN. 

In the autumn of 1817, a compldnt was made at 
Hattson Garden police office by two ladies, who stated 
that they had been robbed in the following singolar 
manner. While walking near Battle Bridge, about 
six o'clock in the evening, a dog, unaccompanied by 
any person, sprung suddenly from the road side, and 
seizing hold of the reticule which one of the ladies 
had in her hand, forcibly snatched it from her, and 
turning oif the road, made his escape. 

A constable stated, that a dog answering the same 
description had also robbed a poor woman of a bundle 
containing two shirts, some handkerchiefs, &c. witli 
which he got clear off. Several other instances of a 
similar nature were mentioned, and the general con- 
clusion was, that the animal had been trained up to 
the business, and that his master was in waiting at 
no great distance to receive the fruits of the canine 
plunderer. 

CHINESE FISHING BIRDS. 
The most extraordinary mode of fishing in China, 
and which is peculiar to it, is by birds trained for that 
poi^poae. Falcons when employed in the air, or hounds 
whan following a scent on the earth, are not more 
sagacious in the parsuit of their prey, or more certain 
in obtaining it, than these birds in another element 
They are called Looau, and are about the size of a 
goose, with grey plumage, webbed feet, and have a 
long and very slender bill, crooked at the point. Its 
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faculty of diving, or remaining under water, is not more 
extraordinary than that of many other fowls that prey 
upon fish; but the wonderful circumstance is the 
docility of these birds, in employing their natural 
instinctive** powers at the conmiand of the fishermen 
who possess them, in tbe same maimer as the hound, 
the spaniel, or the pointer, submit their respective 
sagacity to the huntsman or the fowler. 

The number of these birds in a boat is proportioned 
to the size of it. At a certain signal, they rush into 
the water and dive after the fish ; and the moment 
they have seized the prey, they fly with it to their 
boat; and though there may be a hundred of these 
vessels together, the sagacious birds always return to 
their own masters ; and amidst the crowd of fishing 
junks which are sometimes assembled on these oc- 
casions, they never fail to distinguish that to which 
they belong. When the fish are in great plenty, these 
astonishing purveyors will soon fill a boat with them ; 
and will sometimes be seen flying along with a fish 
of such size, as to make the beholder who is unac- 
customed to the sight suspect his organs of vision ; 
and such is their extraordinary sagacity, that when 
one of them happens to have taken a fish which is too 
bulky for the management of a single fowl, the rest 
immediately afford their assistance. While they are 
thus labouring for their masters, they are prevented 
from paying any attention to themselves, by a ring 
which is passed round their necks ; and is so contrived, 
as to frustrate any attempt to swallow the least morsel 
of what they take. 
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CONSTANCY OF AFFECTION. 
A ger^tieman who bad a dog of a most eudearing 
disposition, was obliged to go a journey periodically 
once a month. His stay was ^bort, and his departure 
and return were regular, and without variation. The 
dog always grew uneasy when he first lost his master, 
and moped in a corner, but recovered himself gradually 
as the time for his return approached ; which be knew 
to an hour, nay, to a minute. When he was convinced 
that hb master was on the road, at no great distance 
from home, he flew all over the house, and if the street 
door happened to be shut, he would suffer no servant 
to haye any rest until it was opened. The moment 
he obtained his freedom, away he went, and to a 
certainty met his benefactor about two miles from 
towii. He played and frolicked about him till he had 
obtained one of his gloves, with which he ran or 
rather flew home, entered the house, laid it down in 
the middle of the room, and danced round it. When 
he bad sufficiently amused himself in this manner, 
out of tlie house he flew, returned to meet bis master, 
and ran before or gamboled by his side, till he arrived 
with him at home. I know not (says Mr. Dibdin, 
who i-elates this anecdote) how frequently this was 
repeated, but it lasted till the old gendeman grew 
infirm and incapable of continuing his journies. The 
dog by this time was also grown old, and became at 
length blind ; but this misfortune did not hinder him 
from fondling his master, whom he kuew from every 
other person, and for whom his affection and solici- 
tude rather increased than dimiiilshed. The old 
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The deer also is very fond of the sound of the 
pipe, and -will stand and listen attentively. Waller, 
in his Ode to Is&bella on her Playing on the Lute, has 
the following allusion to the fondness of this animal 
for music : 

" Here love takes stand, and while she charms the ear. 
Empties his quiver on the listening deer." 

Play ford, in his Introduetion to Music, has a curious 
passage on this subject. " Myself," says he, ** as 
I travelled some years since near Royston, met a herd 
of stags, about twenty, on the road, foUowiug a bag- 
pipe and violin ; while the music played, they went 
forward ; when it ceased, they all stood still ; and 
in this manner they were brought out of Yorkshire 
to Hampton Court." 

One Sunday evening, five choristers were walking 
on the banks of the river Mersey, in Cheshire ; after 
some time being tired with walking, they sat down 
on the grass, and began to sing an anthem. The field 
on which they sJ^t, was terminated at one extremity 
by a wood, out of which as they were singing, they 
observed a hare to pass with great swiftness towards 
the place where they were sitting, and to stop at about 
twenty yards distance from them. She appeared 
highly delighted with the harmony of the music, often 
turning up the side of her head to listen with more 
facility. 

As soon as the harmonious sound was over, the 
hare returned slowly towards the wood; when she 
had nearly reached the end of the fitid, the choristers 
began the same piece again ; at which tlie hare 
stopped, turned round, and came swiftly back to 
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about the same distance as before, where she seemed 
to listen with rapture and delight, till they had finished 
the anthem, when she retamed again by a slow pace 
up the field, and entered the wood. 

GOING TO MARKET. 
A batcher and cattle dealer, who resided about nine 
w^es from Alston, in Cumberland, had a dog which 
he usually took with him when he drove cattle to the 
market to be sold, and who displayed uncommon 
dexterity in managing them. At last so convinced 
was the master of the sagacity, as well as the fidelity 
4»f bis dog, that he made a wager that he would en- 
trust him with a fixed number of sheep and oxen to 
drive alone to Alston market. It was stipulated, that 
no person should be within sight or hearing, who had 
the least controul over the dog ; nor was any spectator 
to interfere, nor be within a quarter of a mile* On 
the day of trial, the dog proceeded with his business 
in the most steady and dexterous manner; and al- 
though he had frequently to drive his charge through 
the herds who were grazing, yet he never lost one, 
but conducting them into the very yard to which he 
was used to drive them when with his master, he sig- 
nificantly delivered jtbem up to tlie person appointed 
to receive them, by barking at the door. What more 
pafticularly marked the clog*s sagacity was, that when 
the path the herd travelled lay through a spot where 
others were grazing, he would run forward, stop his 
own drove, and then drilling the otheis from each side 
of the patb> collect his scattered charge and proceed. 
He ¥fB» several times afterwards thus sent alone for 
iS 
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the amusement of the curions or the convenience of 
his master, and always acquitted himself in the same 
adroit and intelligent manner. 

PRESUMPTIVE GUILT. 
In Smyrna there are a great number of storks, who 
build their nests and hatch their young very regularjy. 
The inhabitants, in order to divert themselves at the 
expense of these birds, and gratify a cruel disposition, 
sometimes convey hen's eggs into the stork's nest; 
and when the young are hatched, the cock, on seeing 
them of a different form from his own species, makes 
a hideous noise, which brings a crowd of other storks 
about the nest, who to revenge the disgrace which 
they imagine the hen has brought upon her race, 
immediately peck her to death. The cock in the 
mean time makes the heaviest lamentation, as if be- 
wailing his misfortune, which obliged him to have 
recourse to such extreme punishment. 

ACCOMPLISHED SHOPLIFTER. 
A young gentleman lately residing in Edinburgh, 
was the master of a handsome spaniel bitch, which 
he had bought from a dealer in dogs. The animal 
had been educated to steal for the benefit of its pro- 
tector; but it was some time ere his new master 
became aware of this irregularity of morals, and be 
was not a little astonished and teazed by its con- 
stantly bringing home articles of which it had felO' 
niously obtained possession. Perceiving at length 
timt the animal proceeded sy8tekaaticAlly,in this soi t 
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of behaTioiiT he used to amuse his friends* by causing 
the spaniel to give proofs of her sagacity in the Spartan 
art of privately stealing, putting of course the shop- 
keepers where he meant she should exercise her 
faculty on their guard ba to the issue. 

The process was curious, and excites some surprise 
at the pains which must have been bestowed to 
qualify the animal for these practices. As soon as 
the master entered the shop, the dog seemed to avoid 
all appearance of recognizing or acknowledging any 
connection with him, but lounged about in an indo- 
lent, disengaged, and independent sort of manner, 
aa if she had come into the shop of her own accord. 
In the course of looking over some wares, his master 
indicated by a touch on the parcel and a look towards 
the spaniel, that which he desired she should appro- 
priate, and then left the shop. The dog, whose 
watchful eye caught the hint in an instant, instead of 
following hi» master out of the shop, continued to sit 
at the door, or lie by the fire, watching the counter, 
until she observed the attention of the people of the 
shop withdrawn from the prize which she wished to 
secure. Whenever she saw an opportunity of doing 
so, as she imagined unobserved, she never failed to 
jump upon the counter with her fore feet, possess 
herself of the gloves, or whatever else had been 
pointed out to her, and escape fiom the shop to join 
tier master. 
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DRAWING WATER. 
Some years ago an ass was employed at Caris- 
brook Castle, in tlie Isle of Wight, in draining water 
by a large wheel from a very deep well, supposed to 
have been sunk by the Romans. When bis keeper 
wanted water, he would say to the ass, " Tom, my 
boy, I want water; get into the wheel, my good 
lad *" which Thomas immediately performed with an 
alacrity and sagacity that would have done credit to 
8 nobler animal ; smd no doubt he knew the precise 
number of times necessary for the wheel to revolve 
upon its axis, to complete his labour, because every 
time he brought the bucket to the surface 6f the 
well, he constantly stopped and turned round his 
honest head to observe the moment when his master 
laid hold of the bucket to draw it towards him, 
because be had then a nice evolution to make, eillier 
to recede or advance a little. It was pleasing to 
observe with what steadiness and regularity the poor 
animal, performed his labour. 

DESCENDING THE ALPS. 
The manner in which the asses desceud the prc- 
cipice^ of the Alps is truly extraordinary. In the 
passes of tliese mountains there are often on one sifle 
lofty eminences, and on the other frightful abysses ; 
and as these generally follow the direction of the 
mountains, the road instead of lying on a level, 
forms at every little distance steep declivities of 
several hundred yards downwards. These can only 
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be descended by asses, and the animals themselves 
seem sensible of the danger from the caution which 
they use. When they come to the edge of one of 
the descents, they stop of themselves, without being 
diecked by the rider; and if he inadvertently at- 
tempts to spur them on, they are immoveable. They 
seem all this time ruminating on the danger that lies 
before them, and prepaiing themselves for the en- 
counter : they not only attentively view the road, 
but tremble and snort at the danger. Having 
resolved on the descent, they put their fore feet in a 
posture as if they were stopping themselves; they 
then also put their hinder feet together, but a little 
forward, as if they were going to lie down. In this 
attitude, having taken a survey of the road, they slide 
down with the swiftness of a meteor. In tbe mean- 
time, all that the rider has to do is to keep himself 
fast in the saddle, without checking the rein; for 
the least motion is sufficient to disorder the equili- 
biium of the ass, in which case both must unavoidably 
perish. Their address in this rapid descent is quite 
amazing; for in their swiftest motion, when they 
might seem to have lost all government of themselves, 
they follow the different windings of the road, as if 
they had previously settled in their minds the route 
they were to follow, and taken every precaution for 
their safety. 

FRIENDSHIP A GUIDING STAR. 
Mr. Blaine, in his *'Caniue Pathology," relates, that 
a gentleman brought from Newfoundland a dog of the 
tme breed, wl^h he g^ve to his brother, who resided 
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in the neighbourhood of Thames Street; but who 
having no other means of keeping the animal excq>t in 
close confinemeBty preferred sending him to a friend 
living in Scotland. The dog, who had been originally 
disembarked at Thames Street, w^s again re-embarked 
at the same place, on board a Berwick smack. 
During his stay in ix)ndon, he had never travelled 
half a mile from the spdt where he was landed. 
He had however contracted an affection for his 
master ; and when he arrived in Scotland, his regrets 
at the separation induced him to take the first 
opportunity of escaping ; and though he certainly 
had never before travelled one yard of the road, yet 
he found his way back in a very short time to his 
former residence iu London, but in so exhausted a 
state, that he had only time to express., his joy at 
seeing his roaster, and expired withui an hour after 
his arrival. 



VISITING ANTS. 
M. Horaberg* relates, that there is a species of 
ants at Surinam, which the inhabitants call visiting 
ants. They march in troops, with the same rega- 
larity as a large and powerful army. As ^on as 
they appear, all the coiTers and chests of drawers m 
the house are set open for them, as they are sure to 
exterminate all the rats, mice, and other noxious 
animals, acting as if tliey had a particular commission 
from nature to destroy them. The only misfortune 
is, they pay their visits too seldom ; they would be 
welcome every month, but they do not appear some* 
times for three years together. 
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LION AND HIS KEEPER. 
In the menagerie at Brassels, there is a lion called 
Danca, whose cage was lately in want of some 
rtpaira. His keeper desired a carpenter to set about 
them, bat when the workman came and saw the 
lion, he started back with terror. The keeper 
entered the animal's cage, and led him to the upper 
part of it, while the lower was refitting. He there 
amused himself for some time playing with the lion» 
and being wearied, be soon fell asleep. The car- 
penter fully relying upon the vigilance of the keeper, 
pursued his work with rapidity, and v^hen he had 
finished, he called him to see what was done. The 
keeper made no answer. Having repeatedly called 
in vain, he began to feel alarmed at his situation, 
and he determined to go to the upper pai:it of the 
cage, where looking through the railing» he saw the 
lion and the keeper sleeping side by side. He 
immediately uttered a loud cry ; the lion awakened 
by the noise, started up and stared at the carpenter 
with an eye of fury, and then placing his paw on the 
breast of the keeper, lay down to sleep again. At 
length the keeper was awakened by some of the 
attendants, and he did not appear in the least appro* 
henslve on account of the situation in which he 
found himself, but shook the lion by tlie paw, 
and Hkicn genffly conducted him to bis former rest- 
dcaice. 
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MAKING SURE. 
During the war betwixt Augustus Cassar and Marc 
Antony, when all t!ie world stood wondering and 
uncertain which way Fortune would incline herself, a 
poor roan at Roroc, in order to oe prepared for 
making, in either event, a bold hit for his own ad- 
vancement, had recourse to the following ingenious 
expedient. He applied himself to the training of 
two crows with such diligence, that he brought them 
the length of pronouncing with great distinctness, 
the one a salutation to Caesar, and the other a salu- 
tation to Antony. When Augustus returned con- 
queror, the man went out to meet him with the crow 
suited to the occasion, perched on his fist, and every 
now and then it kept exclaiming, Salvj C(Bsar, Victor, 
Imperator! Hail Caesar, Conqueror and Bmperor! 
Augustus, greatly struck and delighted with so nove( 
a circumstance, purchased the bird of the man for a 
sum which immediately raised him into opulence. 

IMMOVEABLE FIDELITY. 
A dog, between the breed of a mastiff and a bull- 
dog, belonging to a chimney-sweeper, laid, according 
to his master's orders, on a soot- bag which be had 
placed inadvertently almost in the middle of a 
narrow back street, in the town of Southampton. 
A loaded coal cart passing by, the driver desired the 
dog to move out of the way. On refusing, he vras 
scolded, then beaten, first gently, and afterwards 
with the smart application of the cart-whip ; «U ta 
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no purpose. The fellow, with an oath, threatened to 
drive over the dog — he did so, and the faithful 
animal in endeavouring to arrest the progress of the 
wheel, by biting it, was crushed to pieces* 

FILUL AFFECTION. 
Mr. Turner, who resided long in America, men' 
tions an affecting trait in the^character of the bison 
when a calf. Whenever a cow bison falls by the 
murderous hand of the hunters, and happens to have 
a calf, the hapless young one, far from attempting to 
escape, stays by its fallen dam with signs expressive 
of the strongest natural affection. The body of the 
dam thus secured, the hunter takes no heed of the 
calf, of which he knows he is sure, but proceeds to 
cut up the carcase ; then laying it on his horse, he 
returns home followed by the poor calf, which in- 
stinctively attends the remains of its dam. Mr. 
Turner says, that he has seen a single hunter ride 
into the town of Cincinatti, followed In this manner 
by three calves, which seemed each to claim of him 
the parent of whom he had cruelly bereft it. ^ 

Two spaniels, mother and son, were self-hunting 
in Mr. Dndie's woods near Amersbam, in Bucks. 
The gamekeeper shot the mother ; the son frightened, 
ran away for an honr or two, and then returned to 
look for his mother. Having found her dead body» 
he laid himself down by her, and was found in that 
•ituation the next day by his master, who took him 
home, together with tiie body of the mother. Six 
weeks did this affectionate creature refuse all conso- 
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lation, and almost all nutrimeut. He became at 

length universally convulsed, and died of grief. 

TAME HARES. 

In Borlase's Natural History of Cornwall, we have 
an account of a hare which was so domesticated, as 
to feed from the hand, lay under a chair in a common 
sitting room, and appear in erery other respect as 
easy and comfortable in its situation as a lap dog. 
It now and then went out into the garden, but after 
regaling itself with the fresh air, always returned to 
the house as its proper habitation. Its usual com- 
panions were a greyhound and spaniel, with whom it 
spent its eyenings, the whole three sporting and 
sleeping together on ^e same hearth. What raaket 
the circumstance more remarkaible is, that the grey- 
hound and spaniel were both so fond of hare-hunting, 
that they used often to go out couri(ing together, 
without any person accompanying them; they were 
like the " dy couple" of whose devotion to the chase 
an amusing instance has been already recorded. 

Dr. Townson, the traveller, when at Oottingen, 
had brought a young hare to such a degree of firo* 
Itcsome familiarity, that it would run and jump about 
his sofa and bed ; leap upon, and pat him with its 
fore feet ; or whilst he was reading, knock die book 
but of his hands, as if to claim, like a fondled child, 
the exclusive preference of his attentioti. 
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GRATEFUL RETURN. 
A favourite house dog»left to the care of its master's 
senrants at Edinburgh, while he was himself in the 
country, would have been starved by them if it had 
not had recourse to the kitchen of a friend of its 
master's, which in better days it had occasionally 
visited. On the return of the master it enjoyed plenty 
at borne, and stood in no further need of the liberality 
it experienced ; but still it did not forget that hospi- 
table kitchen where it had found a resource in ad- 
versity, A few days after, the dog fell in with a 
duck, which as he found in no private pond, he 
probably concluded to be no private property. He 
snatched up the duck in his teeth, carried it to the 
kitchen where he had been so hospitably fed, laid it 
at the cook's feet, with many polite movements of the 
tail, and then scampered off with much seeming 
complacency at having given this testimony of his 
grateful sense of favours. 

ASSISTING THE AGED. 
M. de Bonssanelle, captain of cavalry in the regi- 
ment of Beauvilliers, mentions, that a horse belonging 
to bis company, who was very beautiful and full of 
metal, but old, and had lost his teeth, was unable to eat 
his hay or grind his oats, was fed for two months by 
two horses on his right and left, who eat with him. 
These two horses, drawing the hay out of the rack, 
^wed it, and then put it before the old horse, and 
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did the same with the oats, which he was then 

able to eat 



OYSTER OPENING. 
Gemelli Carreri, in his Voyage round the World, 
relates a circumstance concerning the orang otang in 
its wild state, which is indicative of very considerable 
powers, both of reflection and invention. When the 
fruits on the mountains are exhausted, they will fre- 
quently descend to the sea coast, where they feed on 
various species of shell fish, but in particular on a 
large sort of oyster, which commonly lies open on the 
shore. *' Fearful," he says, " of putting in their 
paws lest the oyster should close and crush them, 
they insert a stone as a wedge within the shell; 
this prevents it from closing, and they then drag out 
their prey, and devour it at leisure.'' Milo of old 
might have saved his life, had he been only half 



AVING FROM DROWNING. 
A native of Germany, fond of travellmg, was pur- 
suing his course through Holland, accompanied by a 
large dog. Walking one evening on a high bank 
which formed one side of a dike or canal, so common 
in that country, his foot slipped, and he was preci- 
pitated into the water, and being unable to swim, 
soon became senseless. When he recovered his re- 
collection, he found himself in a cottage, on the 
contrary side of the dike to that from which he fell, 
surrounded by peasants, who had been using the 
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generaSy practised in that country for tbe 
recoTcry of drowned persons. The account given 
by the peasants was, that one of them returning home 
from his labour, observed at a considerable distance 
a large dog in the water, swimming and dragging, 
and sometimes pashing, something that he seemed to 
have great difficulty in supporting 9 but which he at 
length succeeded in getting into a small creek on 
tiie opposite side to that on which the men were. 

When the animal had drawn what the peasant now 
perceived to be a man, as far out of the water as he 
was able, he began to lick tbe hands and face of his 
master, until the man hastened across, and procuring 
assbtance, had the body conveyed to a neighbouring 
house, where the resuscitatuig means used, soon 
restored him to sense and recollection. It appeared 
that the dog had swam with his master upwards of 
a quarter of a mile, holding him by the nape of the 
^eck, and thus keeping his head above water. 

MARINE BAROMETERS. 
A dog of the pointer kind, brought from South 
Carolina in an English merchant vessel, was a re^ 
markable prognosticator of bad weather. When-* 
ever he was observed to prick up his ears in a listen- 
ing posture, scratching the deck, and rearing himself 
up to look to the windward, where he would eagerly 
snuff up the wind ; if it was then the finest weather 
imaginable, the crew were sure of a succeeding 
tempest; and the dog became so useful, that when- 
ever they perceived the fit upon him, they imme- 
diately nnreefed the aiuls, and took in their spare 
K 3 



dbyGoooIe 



10^ PERCY ANECDOTES, 

canvass, to prepare for the worst. Oliher ai^mals are 
prognosticators of weather also ; and there- is seldom 
a storm at sea, but it is foretold by some of the 
natural marine barometers on board, many boors 
before the gale. Cats and pigs, for instance, per- 
ceiving, though we cannot, the alteration in the at- 
mosphere, by some effect it has on their bodies, 
will run about like wild creatures. The cat will 
dance up and down the shrouds, gnaw the ropes, 
and divert herself with every thread that stirs. The 
pigs will race about, bite one another, and commence 
perfect posture masters, though they get many a 
kick for it from the apprehensive sailor. May 
not the popular saying of pigs " seeing the wind,*' 
have had its origin from this circumstance ? Poultry 
on ship board also, before the approach of windy 
weather, are greatly disturbed, beating their wings 
about their coops, drooping prodigiously, and making 
a low mournful kind of cackling. 



DIVISION OF LABOUR, 
The Alpine marmots are said to act iii concert in 
the collection of materials for the construction of 
their habitations. Some of them, we are told, cut 
the berbage, others collect it into heaps ; a third set 
serve as waggons to carry it to their holes ; while 
a fourth perform all the functions of draught horses. 
The manner of the latter part of the curious process 
is this. The animal who is to serve as the waggon, 
lies down on his bpck, and extending his four limbs 
as wide as he can, allows himself to be loaded with 
hay ; and those who are to be the draught horses, 
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trail him thus loaded by the tail, taking care not to 
overset him. The task of thus serving as the vehicle 
being evidently the least enviable part of the bu- 
siness, is taken by every one of the party in turn. 
** I have often," says Mr. Beauplan, in his De- 
scription of the Ukraine, " seen them practise tMb, 
and have had the curiosity to watch them at it. for 
days together." 

- V- 

BISSET, THE ANIMAL TEACHER. 

Few individuals have presented so striking an instance ' 
of patience and eccentricity, as Bisset,the extraordinary 
teacher of animals. He was a native of Perth, and 
an indostrious shoemaker, until the notion of teaching 
the quadruped kind, attracted his attention in the year 
1759. Reading an account of a remarkable horse 
shown at St Germains, curiosity led him to try his hand 
on a horse and a dog, which he bought in London, and 
he succeeded beyond all expectation. Two monkeys 
were the next pupils he took in hand, one of which he 
taught to dance and tumble on the rope, whilst the 
other held a candle in one paw for bis companion, and 
with the other played a barrel organ. These antic 
animalft he also instructed to play several fanciful tricks,, 
such as drinking to the company, riding and tumping 
on a horse's back, and going through several reguFar 
dances with a dog. Being a man of unwearied pa- 
tience, three young cats were the next objects of his 
tuition. He taught these domestic tigers to strike their 
paws in such directions on the dulcimer, as to produce 
several regular tunes, having music books before them, 
and squalling at the same time in <li^erent keys or 
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tones, first, second, and third, bj way of concert H« 
afterwards was indace4 to make a public exhibitioa of 
his animals, and the well known caU* opera was advern 
tized in the Haymarket ; the horse, the dog, the mon- 
keys, and the cats, went through their several parts 
widi uncommon applause, to crowded houses ; and in 
a few days Bisset found himself possessed of near a 
thousand pounds, to reward his ingenuity. 

Tliis success excited Bisset's desire to extend his 
dominion over other animals, including even the 
feathered kind. He procured a young leveret, and 
reared it to beat several marches on the drum with its 
hind legs, until it became a good stout hare. He 
taught canary birds, linnets, and sparrows, to spell the 
name of any person in company, to distinguish the 
hour and minute of time, and play many other sur- 
prising fancies : he trained six turkey-cocks to go 
through a regular country dance ; but in doing this he 
C^fessed he adopted the eastern me^od, by which 
camels are made to dance by heatmg the floor. In 
the course of six months teaching, he m^e a turtle 
fetch and carry like a dog; and having ohaiked the 
floor and bladcened its claws, could direct it to trace 
out any given name in the company. He trained a 
dog and a cat to go through many amazing performances. 
' Hil^ confidence even led him to try experiments on a 
gold fish, which he did not despair of miaking perfectly 
tractable. ~ But some time afterwards a doubt being 
started to him, whether the obstinacy of a pig could 
not be congiiered, his usual patient fortitude was de- 
voted to the experiment He bought a black sucking 
pig, and trained it to lie under the stool on which he 
pat at work. At various intervals during six or seven 
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months, he tried m vain to bring the young boar to his 
purpose ; and despairmg of every kind of success, he 
was on the point of giving it away, when it struck him 
to adopt a new mode of teaching, in consequence of 
which in the course of sixteen months, he made an 
animal supposed the most obstinate and perverse in 
nature, to become the most tractable. In August, 
1783, fie. once again turned itinerant, and took his 
learned pig to Dublin, where it was shewn for two or three 
nights at Ranelagh. It was not only under full com- 
mand, but appeared as pliant and good natured as a 
spaniel. When the weather having made it necessary 
he should remove into the city, he obtained the per- 
mission of the chief magistrate, and exhibited the pig 
in Dame Street "It was seen," says the author of 
'Anthologia Hibemicaf " for two or three days, by many 
persons of respectability, to spell without any apparent 
direction the names of those in the company ; to cast 
up accounts, and to point out even the words thought 
of by persons present ; to* tell exactly the hour, minutes, 
and seconds ; to point out the married ; to kneel, and 
to make his obeisance to the company," &c. &c. Poor 
Bisset was thus in a fair way of " bringing his pig to a 
good market," when a man, whose insolence disgraced 
authority, broke into the room without any sort of 
pretext, assaulted the unoffending man, and drew his 
sword to kill the swine, an animal that in the practice 
of good manners was at least superior to his assailant. 
The injured Bisset pleaded in vain the permission that 
had been granted him \ he was threatened to be dragged 
to prison. He was constrained to return home, but 
the agitation of his mind threw him into a fit of illness, 
and be died a few days after at Chester, on his way 
to London. 
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SQNNINI AND HIS CAT. 

M. Sonniai, when in Egypt, had an Angora cat, of 
which he was extremely fond. - It was entirely covered 
with long white silken hairs ; its tail formed a roagni^ 
ficent plume, which the animal elevated at pleasure 
over its body. Not one spot, nor a single dark shade, 
tarnished the dazzling white of its coat Its nose and 
lips were of a delicate rose colour. Two large eyes 
sparkled in its round head ; one was of a light yellow, 
«nd the other a fine blue. 

This beautiful animal had even more loveliness of 
manners than grace in its attitude and movements. 
With the physiognomy of goodness, she possessed a 
gentleness truly interesting. However ill any one 
used her, she never attempted to advance her claws 
from their sheaths. Sensible to kindness, she licked 
the hand which caressed ,^ and even that which tormented 
her. In Sonnini's solitary moments, she chiefly kept 
by his side; she interrupted him often in the midst of 
hb labours or meditations, by little caresses extremely 
touching, and generally followed him in his walks* 
During his absence, she sought and called for him in- 
cessantly, with the utmost inquietude. She recog- 
nized his voice at a distance, and seemed on each fres^ 
meeting with him to feel encreased delight. 

"This animal,'' says Sonnini, "was my principal 
amusement for several years. How was theexpres»on 
of her attachment depicted upon her countenance? 
How many times have her tender caresses made roe 
forget my troubles, and consoled me in my misfortunes ? 
Mj beautiful and interestmg companion, however^ i^^ 
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leng^ perished. After seyeial days of soffeiing, 
during which I ne^er lonook her, her eyes constantly 
fixed on me, were at length extinguished ; and her loss 
rent my heart with sorrow." 

WOODPECKER. 

The ivory-biUed woodpedLer of America, stands 
at the head of his species. His i^pearaoce and his 
manners have a dignity in them superior to his coomion 
herd of woodpeckers. Wherever he frequents, he 
leaves numerous monuments of hb industry behind 
him. We there see enormous {nne trees, with cart 
loads of baric lying around their roots, and chips of 
the tnn^ itself, in such quantities, as to suggest the 
idea that half a dozen of axe^men had been at work 
there for the whole morning. The body of the tree is 
also disfigured with such numerous and so large exca- 
vations, that one can hardly conceive it possible for 
the whole to be the work of a woodpecker. With 
sncb strength, and an apparatus so powerful, what 
havoc might not numbers of his species commit on 
the most useful of our forest trees ; and yet, with all 
these appearances, and much of vulgar prejudice 
agauist hUa, it may fairly be questioned whether he is 
at all Hijurioas, or, at least, whe&er his exertions do 
not contribute most powerfiilly to the protection of 
the timber. Examine closely the tree where he has been 
at woric, and you will socm pereeive that it is neidier 
from motives of mi^hief or amoseoietit that he slices 
off the baik, or digs hb way into the tnmk — for the 
sound and healthy tree b not the object of his 
attention. The diseased^ infested with insects, and 



d by Google 



1^ PERCY ANECDOTES. 

hasteniog to patrefactioD, are kis favourites ; there the 
deadly crawling enemy have formed a lodgment, 
between the bark and tender wood, to druik up the 
very vital part of the tree. It is the ravages of these 
vermin which the intelligent proprietor of the forest 
deplores as the sole perpetrators of the destruction of 
his timber. Would it be believed that the larvse of 
an insect, or fly, no longer than a grain of rice, should 
silently, and in one season, destroy some thousand acres 
of pine trees, many of them from two to three feet in 
diameter, and a hundred and fifty feet high ? Yet, 
whoever passes along the high road, from George Town 
to Charleston, in South Carolina, about twenty miles 
Jtom the former place, can have striking and melan>' 
choly proofs of this fact In some places, the whole 
.woods as far you can see around you, are dead, stripped 
of the bark, their wintry-looking arms and bare trunks 
bleaching in the sun, and tumbling in ruins before every 
blast, presenting a frightful picture of desolation. 

One of these woodpeckers slightly wounded in the 
wing, was locked in a room in an inn for about an hour, 
during which time he had made an effort to escape. He 
had mounted along the side of the window, nearly as 
high as the ceiling, a little below which he had begun to 
break through. The bed was covered with large pieces 
of plaster ; the lath was exposed for at least fifteen 
inches square, and a hole large enough to admit the 
hand, opened to the weather boards, so that in less than 
another hour, he would certainly have succeeded in 
making his way4hrough. '- 
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CRAB FISHING. 
Brickell, in his " Hbtory of North Carolina/' gives 
the following instance of the extraordinary cunning 
manifested by the Baccoon. It is fond of crabs, and 
when in quest of them, will stand bv the side of a 
swamp, and hang its tul over into the water ; the crabs 
mistaking it for food, are sure to lay hold of ♦it ; and 
as soon as the beast feels them pinch, he pulls them 
ont with a sudden jerk. He then takes them to a little 
distance from the water's edge ; and in devouring them, 
is careful to get them cross ways in his mouth, lest he 
should suffer from their nippers. 



WILD HERDS. 
In the province of Cumana, there are immense 
numbers of wild horses in the forests. They live 
there in societies » generally to the number of five or 
•ix hundred, and even one thousand ; they occupy 
immense savannas, where it is dangerous to disturb, 
or try to catch them. In the dry season, they are 
sometimes obliged to go two or three leagues, and 
even more, to find water. They set out in regular 
ranks, four abreast, and thus form a procession of an 
extent of a quarter of a league. There are always 
five or six scouts, who precede the troop by about fifty 
paces. If they perceive a man or an Ameifican tiger, 
they neigh, and the troop stops ; if avoided, they 
continue their march ', but if an attempt be made to 
pass across their squadron, they leap on the imprudent 
traveller, and crush him under their feet The best 
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way is always to avoid them» and let them continue 
their route. They have also a chief, who marches be- 
tween the scouts and the squadron ; a kmd of adju- 
tant, whose duty consists in hindering any individual 
from quitting the ranks. If any one attempts to 
straggle, either from hunger or fatigue, he is Intten 
till he resumes hb place, and the culprit obeys with 
his head hanging down. Three or four chiefs march 
at the rear guard, at five or six paces from the troop. 
The wild asses, when they travel, observe the 
same discipline as horses ; but mules, though they 
also live in troops, are continually fighting with each 
other, and it has not been observed that they have 
any chief. At the appearance of a common enemy, 
however, they unite and display still more trick and 
address than the horses, m avoiding the snares which 
are laid for catching them, and also in escaping when 
taken. 

WHITE-HEADED EAGLE. 
In the United States of America, there is a species 
of eagle called the white-headed or bald eagle, which 
feeds equally on the prodnce of the sea and of the 
land, but is particularly fond of fish. In procuring 
tills, he displays in a very singular manner bb cun- 
ning and his power, which bears down all opposition* 
*• Elevated," say s Wilson, in his American Ornithology , 
« on the high dead limb of some gigantic tree, tiiat 
commands a high view of the neighbouring shore and 
ocean, he seems calmly to contemplate the motions 
of the various feathered tribes that pursue their busy 
avocations below ; the snow -white gulls, slowly win- 
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nowing the air ; the busy tringap, coursing along the 
sands ; trains of docks streaming over the surface ; 
silent and watchful cranes, intent and wading; clamo- 
rous crows ; and all the winged multitudes that subsist 
by the bounty of this vast liquid magazine of nature. 
High over all these hovers one, whose action instantly 
anests all attention. By his wide curvature of 
wing, and sudden suspension in the air, he knows him 
to be the fish-hawk, settling over some devoted victim 
of the deep. His eye kindles at the sight, and, 
balancing himself with half-opened wings on the 
branch, he watches the result Down, rapid as an 
arrow from heaven, descends the distant object of 
his attention, the roar of its wings reaching the ear 
as it disappears in the deep, making the surges foam 
around ! At this moment, the eager looks of the 
eagle are all ardour ; and levelling his neck for flight, 
he sees the fish-hawk once more emerge, struggling 
with his prey, and mounting in the air with screams 
of exultation. This is the signal for the eagle, who, 
launching into the air, instantly gives chase, and soon 
gains on the fish hawk ; each exerts his utmost power 
to mount above the other, displaying in these rencon- 
tres the most elegant and sublime srial evolutions. 
The unencumbered eagle rapidly advances, and is 
just on the point of reaching his opponent, when with 
a sudden scream, probably of despair and honest 
execration, the latter drops his fish ; the eagle, poising 
himself for a moment, as if to take a more certain 
aim, descends like a whirlwind, snatches it in his 
grasp ere it reaches the water, and bears his ill-gotten 
booty silently away into the woods." 
These predatory attacks and defensive mauotiivres 
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of the eagle and the fish hawk, are matters of dailjr 
observation along the whole of tlie sea coast, from 
Georgia to New England, and frequently excite great 
interest in the spectators. 

THE TAILOR BIRD. 

The tailor bird of Hindostan is so called, from its 
instructive ingenuity in forming its nest It first selects 
a plant with large leaves, and then gathers cotton 
from the shrub, spins it to a thread by means of its 
long bill and slender feet, and then, as with a needle, 
sews tite leaves neatly together to conceal its nest. 
How applicable are the following lines in the Mus» 
Seatonianse, to .this ingenious bird : 

" Behold a bird's nest, 

Mark it well within, without ! 

No tool had he that wrought ', no knife to cut. 

No nail to fix ; no bodkin to insert. 

No glue to join ; his little beak was all ; 

And yet how neatly finish*d ! what nice hand. 

With every implement and means of art. 

Could compass such another ?" 

INFALLIBLE THIEF CATCHER. 
An English gentleman, visiting a public garden at 
St. Germain, in France, accompanied by a large 
mastiff, was refused admittance for his dog, whom h^ 
therefore left to the care of the body guards, who 
were stationed at the gate. Some time after, the 
gentleman returned, and informed the guards that he 
had lost his watch, and told the serjeant that if he 
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would permit bim to take in the dog, be would soon 
discover the thief. His request being granted, he 
made the dog understand by a motion what he had lost ; 
the animal immediately ran about among the company, 
and traversed the gardens for some time. At length 
it seized hold of a man; the gentleman insisted 
that he was the person who had got the watch, and 
on being searched, not only that watch, but six 
others, were discovered in his pockets. What is 
more remarkable, the dog possessed such perfection 
of instinct, as to take his master's watch from the 
other six, and cany it to him ! 

RARE HONESTY. 
A mastiff dog, who owed more to the bounty of a 
neighbour than to hb master, was once looked by 
mistake in the well-stored pantry of his benefactor 
for a whole day, where milk, butter, bread, and 
meat, within his reach, were in abundance. On the 
return of the servant to the pantry, seeing the dog 
come out, and knowing the time he had been con- 
fined, she trembled for the devastation which her 
negligence must have occasioned ; but on close exami- 
nation, it was found that the honest creature had not 
ta&ted of any thing, although on coming out, lie fell 
oo a bone that was given to him with all tlie vora- 
ciousness of hanger. 

CONNOISSEUR. 
Mr. John Lockman, in some Reflections on Operas, 
prefixed to his musical drama of Rosalinda, mentions 
L 3 
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a singular iDstance of the sense of melody evinced 
by a pigeon. Being at the house of Mr. Lee, a 
gentleman in Cheshire, whose daughter was an ex- 
cellent performer on the harpsichord, he observed a 
pigeon which, whenever the young lady played the 
song of " Speri si," in Handel's opera of Adipetus, 
but upon no other occasion, would descend from an 
adjacent dove-house, to the window of the room 
where she sat, and listen, apparently with the most 
pleasing emotions, till the song was finished^ when it 
immediately returned to the dove-house. 

OF TWO EVILS CHOOSING THE LEAST. 

A French dog was taught by his master to exe- 
cute various commissions, and among others, to 
fetch him victuals from the traiUurs in a basket. 
One evening when the dog was returning to his 
master thus furnished, two other dogs, attracted by 
the savoury smell of the petits p&tes that this new 
messenger was carrying, determined toattack him. The 
dog put his basket on the ground, and set himself cou- 
rageously against the first that advanced against him ; 
but while he was engaged witli the one, the other 
ran to the basket, and began to help himself. At 
length seeing that there was no chance of beating 
both the dogs, and saving his master's dinner, he 
threw himself between his two opponents, and without 
further ceremony, quickly despatched the remainder 
of the petits p^tes himself, and then returned to his 
master with the empty basket. 
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DUTY BEFORE REVENGE. 
A gentleman residing in the City of London, was 
going one afternoon to his country cotttige, accom- 
panied by Cssar, a favourite Newfoundland dog, 
when he recollected that he had the key of a cellaret 
which would be wanted at home during his absence* 
Having accustomed his dog to carry things, he sent 
him back with the key ; the dog executed his com- 
mission, and afterwards rejoined his master, who 
discovered that he had been fighting, and was much 
torn about the head. The cause he afterwards 
learned, on his return to town in the evening. Cssar 
while passing with the key, was attacked by a ferocious 
butcher's dog, against whom he made no other re- 
sistance than that of tearing himself away, without 
relinquishing his charge. After delivering the key 
in town, he returned the same way, and on reaching 
tlie butcher's shop from which he had been so 
rudely assailed, he stopped and looked out for his 
antagonist; the dog sallied forth; Cssar attacked 
him with a fury which nothing but revenge for past 
wrongs could have animated ; nor did he quit the 
butoher's dog, until he had laid him dead at his 
feet. 

THE MOCKING BIRD. 

The intelligence (says Wilson) which the Ame- 

i^o mockfaig bird displays in listening to, and 

kying up lesions, from almost every species of the 

leathered creation within . his hearing, are really 
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surprising, and mark the peculiarity of his genius. 
He possesses a voice fall, strong, and musical, and 
capable of almost every modulation, from the clear 
mellow notes of the wood thrush, to the savage scream 
of the bald eagle. In the measure ai^ accent, he 
faithfully follows his originals. In force and sweet- 
ness of expression, he greatly improves upon them. 
In his native groves, mounted on the top of a tall 
bush or half grown tree, in the dawn of a dewy 
morning, while the woods are already vocal with a 
multitude of warblers, his admirable song rises pre- 
eminent over every competitor. Neither is this strain 
altogether imitative. His own native notes, which 
are easily distinguishable, are bold and full, and 
varied seemingly beyond all limits. They consist of 
sliort expressions of two, three, or at most, five or six 
syllables, generally interspersed with imitations, and 
all of them uttered with great emphasis and rapidity, 
and continued with undiniimshed ardour. The 
buoyant gaiety of his action arresting the eye, as his 
song most irresbtably does the ear, he sweeps round 
with an enthosiastic ecstasy ; he mounts and descends 
«s his song swells or dies away ; and, as it has been 
beautifolly expressed, " he bounds aloft with the 
celerity of an arrow, as if to recover or recal his yery 
soul, expired in the last elevated strain.*' While 
exerting himself, a bystander, destitute of sight, 
would suppose that the whole feathered tribe had 
assembled together on a trial of. skill, each striving to 
produce his utmost effect, so perfect are his imita- 
tions. He inany times deceives the sportsman, and 
sends hfan in search of birds that perhaps are not 
within miles of him, but whose notes he exactly 
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imitates . eveii birds themselves are frequently im- 
posed on by this admirable mimic, and are decoyed 
by the fancied calls of their mate, or dive with 
precipitation into the depth of the thickets, at the 
scream of what they suppose to be the sparrow 
hawk. 

The mocking-bird loses little of the power and 
energy of his song by confinement. In his do- 
mesticated state, when he commences hb career of 
song, it is impossible to stand by uninterested* 
He whisties for the dog ; Caesar starts up, wags his 
tail, and runs to meet his master. He squeaks out 
like a hurt chicken, and the hen hurries about with 
hanging wings and bristled feathers, clucking to pro- 
tect her injured brood. The barking of the dog, 
the mewiug of the cat, the creaking of a passing 
wheelbarrow, follow with great truth and rapidity. 
He repeats the tone taught him by his roaster, 
though of considerable length, fully and faithfully. 
He runs over the quiverings of the canary, and the 
clear whistiings of the Virginia nightbgale, or red- 
bird, with such superior execution and effect, that 
the mortified songsters feel their own inferiority, and 
become altogether silent, while he seems to triumph 
in their defeat by redoubling his exertions. 

This excessive fondness for variety, however, in the 
opinion of some, injures hu song. His elevated 
imitations of the brown thrush are frequently inter- 
rupted by the crowing of cocks ; and the warblings 
of the blue-bird, which he exquisitely manages, are 
mingled with the screaming of swallows, or the cack- 
ling of hens ; amidst the simple melody of the robin, 
we are suddenly surprised by the shrill reitertttions of 
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the whip-poor-will ; while the notes of the kindeer, 
bine jay, inartiu, and twenty others, succeed with 
such imposing reality, that we look round for the 
originals, and discover, with astonishment, that the 
sole performer in this singular concert is the admirable 
bird now before us. During this exhibition of his 
powers, he spreads his wings, expands his tail, and 
throws himself around the cage in all the ecstasy of 
enthusiasm, seeming not only to sing, but to dance, 
keeping time to the measure of his music. Both in 
his native and domesticated state, during the solemn ^ 
stillness of night, as soon as the nxoon rises in silent 
majesty, he begins his delightful solo ; and serenades 
us the livelong night with a foil display of his vocal 
powers, making the whole neighbourhood ring with 
his inimitable medley. 



INCONSOLABLE GRIEF. 
In the parish of St. Olave, Tooley Street, Borough, 
the church-yard is detached from the church, and 
surrounded with high buildings, so as to be wholly 
inaccessible but by one large close gate. A poor 
tailor of this parish dying, (says Mr. Blaine, in his 
*• Canine Pathology,") left a small cur dog incon- 
solable for his loss. The little animal would not leave 
his dead master even for food ; and whatever he eat, 
was obliged to be placed in the same room with the 
corpse. When the body was removed for burial, this 
faithful attendant followed the coffin. After the 
funeral, he was hunted out of the church-yard by the 
sexton, who the next day again found the animal, who 
had macle his way by some unaccountable means into 



d by Google 



INSTINCT. 119 

the enclosure, and had dug himself a bed on the grave 
of hb master. Chaoe more he was hunted out, and 
a^ain he was found in the same situation the following 
day. The roinbter of the parish hearing of the cir- 
cumstance, had him caught, taken home and fed, and 
endeavoured by every means to win the animal's af- 
fections ; but they were inseparably wedded to his 
late master, and he took the first opportunity to 
escape, and regain his lonely situation. With true 
benevolence the worthy clergyman permitted him to 
follow the bent of his inclinations ; but to soften the 
rigour of his fate, he built him a small kennel upon 
the grave, which was replenished once a day with 
£Dod and water. Two years did this mirror of fidelity 
pass in this manner, when death put an end to his 
griefs. 

THE DOLPHIN. 

The dolphin was in great repote amongst the ancients 
for its love to the human race ; it was consecrated to 
tiie gods, and was honoured with the title of the 
Sacred Fish. 

Pliny has the following, among other most marvellous 
instances of this love for mankind, which he confesses 
he would have been ashamed to relate, had they not 
been set down for tiuth in many veritable chronicles. 
In tiie reign of Augustus Caesar, he tells us thatthere was 
a dolphin in the Lucrine lake, which formed a most 
Tomantic attachment to a poor man's son. The boy 
had to go every day from Bai« to Puteoli to school, 
and such was the friendly terms on which he had got 
with the dolphin, that he had only to wait by the 
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banks of the lake, and cry Simo, Simo, the name he 
had given to the animal, when, lo ! Simo came scudding 
to the shore, let fall the sharp prickles of his skin, and 
gently offered his back for the boy to mount upon. 
The boy, nothing afraid, used to mount instantly, 
when the dolphin, without either rein or spur, would 
speed across the sea to Puteoli, and after landing the 
young scholar, wait about the vicinity till he was re- 
turning home, when it would again perform the same 
sort of civil service. The boy was not ungrateful for 
such extraordinary favour, and used every day to 
bring a good store of victuak for Simo, which the 
animal would take from his hand in the most tame 
and kindly manner imaginable. For several years 
this friendly intercourse was kept up; it was, in fact, 
only terminated by the death of the boy ; when, as 
the story goes, the dolphin was so affected at seeing 
hun return no more, that it threw itself on the shore, 
and died, as was tfumght, of very grief and sorrow ! 

Wonderful as this story is, it is not without its 
fellow. Plutarch says, that « there was in the city 
of Jassos, a boy called Hermias, (Qu. Hermes,) who 
had also formed such a friendship with a dolphin, 
that he used in the same way to ride on its back over 
the sea. It happened on one occasion of this kind, 
tbat'a great storm arose, and the boy, unable to keep 
his seat, was drowned. The dolphin brought the dead 
body of its lost friend to shore; and as if reproaching 
itself for having been the cause of the calamity, 
would return to the sea no more, but launching itself 
on the sand, lay there till it expired." 

In all cases of shipwreck, the dolphin was believed 
to be in waiting, to rescue and carry on shore the un- 
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fortunate mariners. Arion, the musician, when thrown 
overboard by the pirates, is said to have been in- 
debted for his life to this animal. 

" But, past belief, a dolphin's arched back 
Preserved Arion from his destined wrack ; 
Secure he sits, and with harmonious strains, 
Reqnites the bearer for his friendly pains." 

Whence all these incredible stories originated^ it is 
difficult to conjecture ; for there is this insuperable 
objection to giving credence to them, that the dolphins 
of modem times exhibit no such marks of peculiar 
attachment to mankind. If they attend on vessels 
navigating the ocean, it is in expectation of plunder, 
and not of rendering assbtance in cases of distress. 
By the seamen of the present day, they are held in 
abhorrence rather than esteem, for their frolics on the 
surface of the water are almost always the sure signs / 
of an approaching gale. 

SNAKE DESTROYERS. 
Mr. Percival, in his account of the Island of Ceylon, 
speaking of the Indian Ichneumon, a small creature 
in appearance, between the weasel and the mangoose, 
jays it is of infinite use to the natives from its inve- 
terate enmity to snakes, which would otherwise render 
«very footstep of the traveller dangerous. This dir 
fninntive creature on seeing a snake ever so large, 
will instantly dart on it, and seize it by the throat, 
provided he finds himself in an open place, where he 
luM an opportunity of running to a certain herb, which 
ne knows instinctively to be an antidote agidnst the 
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poison of the bite, if he shoald happen to receive 
one. Mr. Percival saw the experiment tried in a 
closed room, where tlie Ichneumon, histead of at- 
tacking bis enemy, did all in his power to avoid him. 
On being carried out of the house, however, and laid 
near his antagonist in the plantation, he immediately 
darted at the snake, and soon destroyed it It then 
suddenly disappeared for a few minutes, and again 
returned, as soon as it had found the herb and ate it. 

The monkeys in India, knowing by instinct the 
malignity of the snakes, are most vigilant in their 
destruction; they seize them when asleep by the 
ueck, and running to the nearest flat stone, grind down 
the head by a strong friction on the surface, frequently 
looking at it, and grinning at their progress. When 
convinced tliat the venemous fangs are destroyed, 
they toss the reptiles to their young ones to play with, 
and seem to rejoice in the destruction of the common 
enemy. 

WATER SCENTERS. 
A recent traveller in Buenos Ay res and Chili states, 
that the cattle there will scent the water at « con« 
siderable distance, and are even sensible of the ap- 
proach of rain. In the course of his progress from 
Buenos Ayres to Mendopa, he observed this quality 
which the cattle possessed. They had been long 
without water, and had sent liie negroes to look out 
for a spring, when the cattle began to stretch out their 
necks and raise their heads towards the west, as if 
they would be certain of obtaining drink, could they 
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but raise themselves in the air. At that moment, not 
a cloud or a single breath of air was to be leen or felt ; 
but in a £ew minutes the cattle began to move about 
as if mad, or possessed by some invisible spirit, snuffing 
the air with most violent eagerness^ and gathering 
closer and closer to each other ; and before we could 
fi^rm anj rational conjecture, as to what could occasion 
tbdr simultaneous motion, tlie most tremendous storm 
came on of thunder and lightning, and the rain fell in 
perpendicular streams, as if all the fountains of heaven 
were suddenly broke loose, so that the cattle easily 
drank their fill at the spot on which they stood. 



MUSICAL MICE. 

Though the great naturalist, Linnaeus, in speaking of 
the common mouse, said, " delectatur musica," yet so 
little was it credited, that Gmelin omitted mentioning 
this feature in his edition of "Linnaeus's Systema 
NaturiR." Subsequently, however, the assertion has 
been satisfactorily confirmed. Dr. Archer of Norfolk, 
in the United States, says, '' On a rainy evening in the 
winter of 1815, as I was alone in my chamber, I took 
up my flute and commenced playing. In a few 
minutes my attention was directed to a mouse that I 
saw creeping from a hole, and advancing to the chair in 
which I was sitting. I ceased playing, and it ran 
precipitately back to its hole ; I began again shortly 
aflterwards, and was much surprised to see it re-appear, 
and take its old position. The appearance of the 
little animal was truly delightful ; it couched itself on 
the floor, shut its eyes, and appeared in ecstasy ; I 
M 3 
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ceased placing, and 2t instantly disappeared agttn* 
This experiment I repeated freqaently with the same 
success, observing that it was always differently af- 
fected, as the music varied from the slow and plaintive, 
to the brisk or lively. It finally went off, and all my 
art could not entice it to return.** 

A more remarkable instance of this fact appeared 
in the '' Philadelphia Medical and Physical Journal," 
in the year 1817. It was communicated by Dr. 
Cramer, of Jefferson^s county, on the credit of a 
gentleman of undoubted veracity, who states. Hat 
" One evening in the month of December, as a few 
officers on board a British man of war, in the harbour 
of Portsmouth, were seated round the fire, one of them 
began to play a plaintive ur on the violin. He had 
scarcely perfoimed ten nunutes, when a mouse appa- 
rently frantic, made its appearance in the centre of the 
floor. The strange gestures of the little animal, 
strongly excited the attention of the officers, who with 
one consent resolved to suffer it to continue its singular 
actions unmolested. Its exertions now appeared to be 
greater every moment — it shook its head, leaped about 
the table, and exhibited signs of the most ecstatic 
delight It was observed, that in proportion to the 
gradation of the tones to the soft point, the feelings of 
the animal appeared to be increased, and vice versa. 
After performing actions which an animal so diminutive 
would at first sight seem incapable of, the litUe creature, 
to the astonishment of the delighted spectators, sud- 
denly ceased to move, fell down, and expired without 
evincing any symptoms of pain.'* 
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SPIDER'S WEB. 

To put the ingenuity of the spider to the test, 
a gentleman frequently placed one on a small upright 
stick, and surround^ the base with Water. After 
having discovered that the erdjnary means of retreat 
are cut off, it ascends the point of the stick, and 
standing nearly on its head, ejects its web, which the 
wind readily carries to some contiguous object Along 
this the sagacious insect effects its escape, not how* 
ever until it has ascertained^ by sev^al exertions 
of its whole strength, that its web is properly attached 
to the other end. 

In the year 1710, Mr. Bon communicated to the 
Society of Sciences at Montpelier, a discovery which 
he had made respecting senders, whose silk, he said, 
fiimished by their webs, was much finer and more 
plentiful than that of silk worms. The Duke de 
Noailles, he added, had ordered a pur of stockings 
to be spiin of the spider's silk, which was presented 
to the Duchess of Burgundy, and acknowledged by her 
and the whole of the court to be of very extraordinary 
fineness. In consequence of this discovery, M. de 
Reaumur was directed by the society to make the 
necessary experiments; whidi, however, terminated 
onsuccessfully, on account of the difficulty of breeding 
the spiders, and the great number required to produce 
any quantity of silk. M. de Reaumur says, that 
t288 spiders wouM only furnish as much silk as one 
sJik worm ; and that it would take 663.55S to make a 
ponnd of silk. For these reasons, therefore, the scheme, 
M 3 
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wluch was one of great ingenuity, seems to have been 

abl^ldoned. 

WATER PONY. 
A little girl, the daughter of a gentleman in War- 
wickshire, playing on the banks of a canal which run 
through his grounds, had the misfortune to fall in, and 
would in all probability have been drowned, had not 
a little pony which had been long kept in the family, 
plunged into the stream, and brought the child safely 
ashore, without the slightest injury. 

TAKING THE WATER. 
A Newfoundland dog kept at the ferry-house at 
Worcester, was famous for having at different periods 
saved three persons from drowning ; and so fond was 
he of the water, that he seemed to consider any dis- 
inclination to it in other dogs» as an insult on the 
species. If a dog was left on the bank by its master, 
under the idea that it would be obliged to follow the 
boat across the river, which is narrow, and if, as is not 
uncommon, it stood yelping at the bottom of the steps, 
unwilling to take the water, the M dog would go 
down to him, and with a satirical growl, as if in 
mockery, take him by the back of the neck, and throw 
him into the river. 



SOLICITING SUCCOUR. 
A party of a ship's crew being sent ashore on a part 
of the coast of India, for the purpose of cutting wood 
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for the ship, one of the men havmg strayed from the 
rest» was greatly frightened by the appearance of a 
large lioness, who made towards hun ; but on her commg 
np, she lay down at his feet^ and looked very earnestly 
first at him, and then at a tree a short distance off. 
After repeating her looks several times, she arose, and 
proceeded onwards to the tree, looking back several 
times, as if wishing the man to follow her. At length 
he ventured, and coming to the tree, he perceived a 
huge baboon with two young cubs in her arms, which 
he supposed were those of the lioness, as she couched 
down like a cat, and seemed to eye them very stedfastly . 
The man being afnud to ascend the tree, decided on 
cutting it down, and having his axe with him, he set 
actively to work, when the lioness seemed most atten- 
tive to what he was doing. When the tree fell, she 
sprang upon the baboon, and after tearing him in 
pieces, she turned round and licked the cubs for some 
time. She then returned to the man and fawned 
Yound him, rubbing her head against him in great fond- 
ness, and in token of her gratitude for the service he 
had done her. After this, she took the cubs away one 
by onei^ and the man returned to the ship. 

CONVEYING INTELLIGENCE. 
Dr. Franklin, upon discovering a number of ants 
regaling themselves with some treacle in one of his 
cupboards, put them to the rout, and then suspended 
the pot of treaale from the ceiling by a string. He 
imagined he had put the whole army to flight, but was 
smi^ised to see a single ant quit the pot, climb up the 
string, cross the ceiling, and regain its nest In less 
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than half an hour several of its companions sallied 
forth, traversed the ceiling, and reached the depository, 
which they constantly visited until the treacle was con- 
sumed. The doctor was tiierefore of opinion, that 
ants were enabled to coromnnicate their ideas to each 
other. 

In a memoir published in the *' Transactions of the 
French Academy," an account is given of a solitary 
ant, that was taken from its nest, and thrown upon a 
heap of com ; it was observed after surveying this 
treasure, to hasten immediately back to its residence, 
where it doubtless communicated to its associates the 
intelligence ; for the granary was very soon filled with 
visitors, and the corn carried off. 

Smith, in his "New Voyage to Guinea," relates 
what he calls " a remarkable story of these gentry," 
the ants. He says, " If the ants have not a language 
(as many people believe they have), yet they cer- 
tamly have some method or other whereby they 
easily make themselves to be understood, as I have 
often experimented in the following manner. When 
I have seen two or three straggling ants npoti tiiehtint, 
I have killed a cockroach, and thrown it down before 
them. As soon as they have found what it was, they 
have sent one away for help, while the others have 
stayed and watched the dead body, tiU he returned at 
the head of a large posse ; and if they have not been 
able to carry off the cockroach, another has been de- 
tached and sent away, who has soon returned with a 
fresh supply, sufficient to carry away their prey." 
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CHARITABLE CANARY. 
. In the vicinity of Inverness, a goldfinch's nest, with 
six yoong ones, was taken ; the old pair were likewise 
secured, and the whole family pot into a double cage, 
with a pair of canaries, which had a brood of young ; 
there was a division of wire work between the cages. 
At first the goldfinches seemed careless about their 
young ones; but the cock canary attracted by their 
cries, forced itself through a flaw in the wires, and 
began to feed them ; which operation it continued re- 
gularly, until the goldfinches undertook the office them- 
selves, and rendered the humanity of the canary no 
longer necessary. 

ANTS IN A FLOOD. 
D'Azara informs us, that during the inundations of 
the low districts in South America, when the ant hills, 
which are usuaUy about three feet in height, are com- 
pletely under water, the ants avail themselves of an 
ingenious contrivance, to prevent their bemg carried 
to any distance from their habitation. With this view, 
and for their greater security, they collect into a com* 
pact mass, and keep firm hold of each other, previously 
attaching one of the extremities to some neighbouring 
plant, or fixed pomt of support, leaving the other end 
free, and floating on the surface of the water as long 
as the inundation, which usually lasts a few days, 
continues. 
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POWER OF MEMORY. 

A smgular mstance of the memorj of tmtMt is re- 
lated by M. Huber, in hia " Natural History." Jfe 
says, " I took m the month of April, an ant hiR from 
the woods, for the purpose of popoUtuig ray large 
glased apparatus ; but having more ants than I had 
occasion for, I gave liberty to a number in the garden 
of the house where I lived. The latter fixed their 
abode at the foot of a cliesnut tree. The former 
became the subject of some private observations. I 
noticed them four months, without allowing them to 
quit my study ; at this time wishing them nearer to a 
state of nature, I carried the hive into the garden, aad 
placed it ten or fifteen paces from the natural ant 
hill. The prboners profiting by my negligence of not 
renewing the water which blockaded the passage, 
escaped, and ran about the environs of their abode. 
The ants established near the chesnut tree, met and 
recognized their former companions; fell to mutual 
caresses ; with their antermoe took them up by their 
mandibles, and led them to their own nests ; they came 
presently in a crowd to seek the fugitives, under and 
about the artificial ant hill, and even ventured to reach 
the bell glass, where they effected a complete desertioa, 
by carrying away successively all the ants they found 
there. In a few days the hive was depopulated. 
These ants had remuned four months without any 
communication. 
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PUGNACITY* 
The town of BindrabuBd in India, i^ in high 
estimation with the pioos Hindoos, who resort to it 
from the roost remote parts of the empire. The 
town b embosomed in groves of trees, which (says 
Major Thorn) are the residence of innnmerable apes, 
whose propensity to mischief is increased by the 
religious respect paid to them in honour of Hunaman, 
« divinity of the Hindoo mythology, wherein he is 
characterized imder the form of an ape. In con- 
jsequence of this degrading superstition, such numbers 
of these animals are supported by the voluntary 
contributions of pilgrims, that no one dares to resist 
or ill-treat them. Hence access to the town is often 
difficult ; for should one of the apes take an antipathy 
against any unlucky traveller, he is sure to be 
assailed by the whole community, who follow him 
'Witii all the missile weapoqs they can collect, as 
pieces of bamboo, stones, and dirt, making at the 
same time a most hideous howling. Of the danger 
attending a rencontre with enemies of this description, 
a melancholy instance occurred in the year 1808. 
Two young cavalry officers, belonging to the Bengal 
army, having occasion to pass this way, were attacked 
by a body of apes, at whom one of the gentiemen 
inadvertentiy fired. The alarm instantiy drew the 
wbole body, with the fakeers, out of the place, with 
so much fury, that the officers, though mounted upon 
elephants, were compelled to seek their safety in 
flight ; and in endeavouring to pass the Jumna, they 
both perished. 
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Another instance of the audacity of the ape in 
attacking the human species, is related by Mollien in 
his Travels in Africa. A woman going with millet 
and milk to a vessel from St Louis, which had 
stopped before a village in the country of Galam, was 
attacked by a troop of apes', from three to four feet 
high; they first threw stones at her, on which she 
began to run away; they then ran after her, and 
having caught her, they beat her with sticks until she 
let go what she was carrying. On her return to the 
village, she related her adventure to the principal 
inhabitants, who mounted their horses, and followed 
by their dogs, went to the place which served as a 
retreat to this troop of apes ; they fired at them, 
killed ten, and wounded oUiers, which were brought 
to them by the dogs; but several negroes were 
severely wounded in this encounter, either by the 
stones hurled at them" by the apes, or by their bites ; 
the females especially were most furious in revenging 
the death of their young ones, which they carried in 
their arms. 

STRANGE MOUSER. 
A gentleman near Exeter had in his possession a 
hen, which answered the purpose of a cat in destroy* 
ing mice. She was constantly seen watching close to 
a com rick, and the moment a mouse appeared, she 
seized it in her beak, and carried it to a meadow 
adjoining, where she would play with it like a young 
cat for some time, and then kill it. She has been 
known to catch four or five mice a day in this 
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THE BEAVER 
So much that is wonderful has been recorded of 
the beaver, that several intelligent writers have not 
scrupled to express a belief, that it possesses bat little 
of tiiat surprising sagacity and skill ascribed to it. 
One of the latest writers on the subject, however, 
Mr. Joseph Sansum, of New York, gives an account 
of the Canadian beaver, which confirms the general 
character given of their habits and physical economy. 
He teUs us, that in the deep recesses of Canadian forests, 
where the beaver is undisturbed by roan, he is a prac- 
tical example of almost every virtue. The Indians 
were in the habit of prognosticating the mildness or 
severity of the ensuing winter, from the quantity of 
provinons lud in by the beavers for thdr winter's 
stock. The beaver is a pattefti of conjugal fidelity 
and paternal care ; laborious, thrifty, frugal, honest, 
watchful* and ingenious. He submits to government 
in the republican form, for the benefits of association ; 
but is never known in the most powerful commu- 
nities, to make depredations upon his weaker neigh- 
bours. Wherever a number of these animals come 
together, they immediately combine in society, to 
perform the common business of constructing their 
habitations, apparenUy acting under the most mtelli- 
gent design. Though there is no appearance indi- 
cating the authority of a chief or leader, yet no con- 
tention or disagreement is ever observed among 
them. When a sufficient number of them are col- 
lected to form a town, the public'^business is first 
attended to ; and as they are amphibious animals, 
y 
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provision is to be made for spending tiieir time, 
occasionally both in and out of the water. In con- 
formity to this law of their nature, they seek a 
sitaation which is adapted to both these purposes. 

With this view a lake or pond, sometimes a running 
stream, is pitched upon. If it be a lake or pond, the 
water in it is always deep enough to admit of their 
swimming under the ice. If it be a stream, it b always 
such a stream as will form a pond that shall be every 
way convenient for their purpose ; and such is their 
forecast, that they never fix upon a situation that will 
not eventually answer their views. Their next business 
is to construct a dam. This is always placed in the 
most convenient part of the stream ; the form of it is 
either strait, rounding, or angular, as the peculiarities 
of the situation require ; and no human ingeniuty 
could improve their labours in these respects. The 
materials they use aie wood and earth. They choose 
a tree ou the river side, which will readily ftfU across 
the stream ; and some of them apply themselves with 
diligence to cut it through with their teeth. Others 
cut down smaller trees, which they divide into equal 
and convenient lengths. Some drag these pieces to 
the brink of the river, and others swim with them to 
the spot where the dam is forming. 

As Tumj as cm find room, are engaged in sinking 
one end of theae sts^e^ ; and as many more in nusing, 
fixing, and securing the other ends of them. Others 
axe employed^ at the same time, in carrying on the 
plastering part of the work. The earth is brought 
in their mouths, formed into a kind of mortar with 
their feet and tails, and this is spread over the intervals 
between the stakes, saplings, and twigs being occasion- 
ally interwoven with the mud and slime. 



d by Google 



INSTINCT. 135 

Where two or three hundred beavers are united, these 
dams are from six to twelve feet thick at the bottom ; 
at the top» not more than two or Uiree. In that part 
of the dam which is opposed to the cwrent, the stakes 
are placed obliquely ; but on that side where the water 
is to fall over, they are placed in a perpendicular 
direction. These dams are sometimes a hundred feet 
in length, and always of the exact height which will 
answer their purposes. The ponds thus formed, some- 
times cover five or six hundred acres. They generally 
spread over grounds abounding with trees 'and bushes 
of the softest wood, maple, birch, poplar, willow, &c. 
and, to preserve the dams against hiundation, the 
beaver always leaves sluices near the middle, for the 
redundant water to pass off. 

When the public works are completed, the beavers 
separate into small companies, to build cabins or houses 
for themselves. These are built upon piles, along the 
borders of the pond. They are of an oval construction, 
resemblirtg a bee-hive ; and they vary from four to ten 
feet in diameter, according to the number of families 
they are to accommodate. These dwellings are never 
less than two stories high, generally three ; and some- 
times they contain four apartments. T/ie walls of 
these are from two to three feet thick, formed of the 
same materials with the dams. On the inside, they 
are made smooth, but left rough without, being ren- 
dered impenetrable to rahi. The lower story is about 
two feet high, the second is formed by a door of sticks 
covered with mud, and the upper apartment terminates 
with an arched root Through each floor there is a 
passage, and the uppermost floor is always above 
tbe level of the water. Each of these huts has two 
N 2 
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doors, one on the land side, to admit of tlieir going 
out and seeking provisions that way ; another under 
the water, and below where it freezes, to presenre their 
communication with the pond. 

No association of people can possibly appear more 
happy, or be better regulated, than &e tribe of bearers. 
The male and female always pair. In September, they 
lay up their winter's stock, which consuts of baik and 
the tender twigs of trees. Then commences the season 
of love and repose ; and during the winter th^ re- 
main withinj every one enjoying the fruits of his own 
labour, without pilfering f^m any other. 

Towards spring, the females bring forth their young, 
to the number of three or four. Soon afler, the male 
retires to gather firs and vegetables, as the spring apeos ; 
but the dam remams at home, to nurse and rear up thcar 
young. The male occasionally returns home, but not 
to tarry, until the end of the year; yet, if any injury 
should happen to their works, the whole socie^ are 
soon collected, by some unknown means, and they 
join all their forces to repair the injury which has been 
sustained. 

Whenever an enemy approaches their village, the 
beaver who first perceives the unwelcome strango'* 
strikes on the water with his tail, to give notice of the 
approaching danger ; and the whole careful tribe in- 
stantly plunges into the water. 

In a state of nature, undbturbed by barbarous and 
selfish man, this provident animal lives fifteen or twenty 
years, and prepares the way for several genovtions, 
dapting his dwellings to the increase of his family. 
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STUPENDOUS ANT-HILL. 
The termites, or white ants, so abandant in Africa, 
construct their habitations of an astonishing magni- 
tude ; they frequently exceed twelve feet in height, 
and are so firmly cemented, as to bear the pressure 
of several men at tlie same time. It often happens, 
that while a herd of wild cattle are quietly grazing 
below, one of their body is stationed on diem as 
sentinel, to give timely notice of approaching danger. 
The termites begin constructing ihen habitations by 
raising, at little distances from each other, several 
turrets of compact clay, in the shape of sugar loaves ; 
upon these they erect others ; those in the centre run 
to the greatest height ; they afterwards cover in the 
spaces between them, and then take down the sides 
of all the inner turrets, leaving only the upper 
portion to form the cupola or dome, making use of 
the clay they thus procure, in the formation of the 
several chambers intended for magazines, nurseries, 
&c. The nurseries are entirely composed of wooden 
materials, enclosed in chambers of clay, usually half 
an inch in width, ranged round, and as close as 
possible to the royal apartment The royal chamber, 
which, with the rest, are arched over, occupies as 
nearly as possible the centre of the building, and if 
on a level with die surface of the ground ; it is at 
first only an inch in length, but increases in size with 
thttt of the queen. Di this chamber the king and 
queen are retained close captives ; it is impossible 
they dan ever quit it, the entrance only 8)k)win<g 
of the passing and repassing of the soldiers and la- 
N 3 
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bourers. In an iint-hill of such exfensiTe sise, «iid 
where there is sach an infinity of chambers to accom* 
modate its numerous inhabitants, there must be of 
necessity a vast number of subterraneous and winding 
passages. These passages, which conduct to the 
upper parts of the dome, are carried in a spiral 
. manner round the building, for the labourers find it 
extremely difficult to ascend in a less circuitons 
direction. Very frequently, however, to shorten the 
distance to the upper nurseries, where they have to 
take the eggs, tiiey project an arch of about ten - 
inches in length, and half an inch in breadth, groved 
«r worked into steps, on its upper surface, to allow of 
a more easy passage. When the insects quit their 
nest on any expedition, they construct covered gal- 
leries of clay, which sometimes run to a considerable 
distanse, and under this they continue their extensive 
and highly dreaded depredations. 

CALL BIRDS. 
The call birds employed by bird catchers, manifest 
a most malidous joy in bringing the wild ones 
into the same state of captivity. Their sight and 
hearing infinitely excels that of the bird catcher. 
The instant the wild birds are perceived, notice b given 
by one of the rest of the call birds : after which fol- 
lows the same tumultuous ecstasy and joy. The call 
birds while the bird is at a distance, do not sing as a 
bnrd does in a chamber ; they invite the wild ones by 
what the bird catchers call short jerks, which when the 
birds are good, may be heard at a great distance ; the 
«ffect of this call or invitation is so great, that the wild 
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Inrd b stopped in its coarse of fligbtrind if not already 
acquainted with the nets, fights boldly within twenty 
yards of perhaps three or four bird catchers, which 
otherwise it would have noticed ; nay, it frequently 
happens, that if half a flock only are caught, the 
remaining half will immediately afterwards light in 
the nets, and share the same fate ; and should only 
one bird escape, that bird will suffer itself to be pulled 
at till it is caught : such is the fascinating influence of 
the call birds. 



THB PUFFIN. 
• The courage and industry of the puffin in rearing 
and preserving its young is almost incredible, and 
few birds or beasts will venture to attack it in its 
retreats, which are winding burrows in the earth eight 
or ten feet deep. When the great sea raven approaches, 
the puffin catohes him under the throat with his beak, 
sticks his claws into his breast, and in vain the tor- 
tured animal attempts to get away, for the little bird 
sticks close to the invader, nor lets go his hold till they 
both come to the sea, where they drop down together, 
and the raven is generally drowned. 

THE ANT LION. 
There are some animals that from Uving almost en- 
tirely on ants, have obtained the name of ant eaters : 
the woodpecker often makes an abundant repast on 
them; it catohes them by means of its glutinous 
tfliigue. But the most ingenious contrivance to entrap- 
aats (says Dr. Johnson, the tvanslator of Huber's 
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work), is that practised by a little insect termed tiie 
ant lion. This Insect, in its larra state, can walk no 
other way than backward; it is therefore evident 
that its prey most come immediately within its reach, 
since it is unprovided with the means of advancing 
to secure it. To effect this, it forms a conical cavity 
of about two inches in depth, in a loose dry sandy 
sml. It commences its operations by describing a 
drde in the sand ; it then takes its station within, 
and moving In a retrogade direction, shovels up the 
sand with its fore feet on the back part of its head, 
which is flat and square, from which by a sudden jerk 
it is projected to the distance of several inches. As 
its work proceeds, it describes smaller circles within 
the first, until they are reduced to almost a mere point. 
On its meeting any impediment to its labours, such 
as small stones, &c. it places them one by one on its 
head, and if possible jerks them beyond the mouth of 
the pit ; failing of this, it endeavours to deposit its 
load at the entrance of the cavern, by mounting back- 
ward with cautious steps. Its residence finished, it 
occupies the lower part, concealing its body by n 
coating of sand* Here it quietly remains until some 
stray ant passing this way, and venturing to cross the 
sides of the pit, is carried by the sliding sand within 
the grasp of the oppressor. It sometimes happens, 
that the ant on perceiving its danger, endeavours to 
scramble up Ae embankment ; but our wary friend, 
unwilling to be deprived of his loug-espected meid, 
shakes off his usual inactivity, and by a timely 
sliower of sand, seldom fails of bringing down his 
victim. 
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MIGRATION OF TIJE SWALLOW. 

The mysteiy which attends the retreat of the swallow 
£rom our northern climes during winter, is one which 
promises little hope of ever bdng solved. To what- 
ever clime or part of the world they proceed, their 
flight is at an elevation fieir be jond the reach of human 
optics. With the first ray of the morning they depart 
so directly upwards, as to elude all reseah;h; and with 
the first dawn of day they return, but from whence no 
man can tell ; they drop as from the clouds, and take 
up their abode in their former haunts, as if they had 
just left them the hour before. 

The preparation for their annual flight is marked by 
some interesting circumstances. After the swallows 
have got their second brood, which is generally about 
the middle of September, they devote the whole of 
the remaining time to training the young for their ulti- 
mate flight The regularity and order with which this 
is done, is extraordinary. After the business of the 
food gathering is over, they assemble in multitudes 
from all quarters in one general convention, on the roof 
of some building, or on some large tree. While the 
assembly are seated together, one who seems com- 
mander in chief, keeps aloft on the whig, flying round 
and round ; at last darting upwards with great swiftness, 
with a loud, sharp, and repeated call, beseems as if he 
gave the word of command ; instantly the whole flock 
are on the wing, rising upwards in the most beautiful 
spural track, till they reach regions beyond the reach 
of human view. They remain in the upper regions 
of the a^osphere frt)m a quarter to half an hour, when 
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they all return by scores and dozens, to the place 

whence they took their flight This manccavre they 

will repeat twice or three times in an evening, when 

the weather is fair; and after ten or twelve days of 

such practismg, they take their final departure |6r the 

season. 

The theory of their submerging during whoiter is 
now, we believe, generally regarded as all a dream. 
It has arisen, apparently, from an optical ailusioa which 
is very well explained in the following anecdote, related 
by Mr. Gavin Inglis. (Phil. Mag. vol. lii.) "On the 
11th of April, 1812, returning from Glasgow with a 
friend, we stopped at Kinross to corn our horses, and 
take a parting dinner. Before dinner was ready, we 
took a turn down to the old chapel ; and returning by 
the loch (lake) side, we both expressed our astonish- 
ment at the vast assemblage of swallows, the first we 
had seen that season, hovering over the surface of a 
comer of the lake. 'What!' said my companion, 
' can the creatures have emerged from the water ? 
Some people assert, that they hibernate at the bottom 
of lakes and rivers. It must be so : see, there b one 
just risen/ To a superficial observer, they had cer- 
tainly all the appearance of just emerging from the 
bosom of the lake. But looking attend vely, we per- 
ceived them regularly descending in a slanting direc- 
tion, and take something from the surface of the 
water, in which exercise they always, in skimming 
struck the water with their treast, dashing a spray 
around them, which looked very much like to shaking 
tlie water from their wings. This I have since observed 
a thousand times, in the swallow skimming the river or 
mill dam, catchmg the water flies, but which to 
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persons not interesting themselves in the result, and 
at some little distance from the scene of action, is 
certainly very delusive, and without a close inspection, 
apt to leave that impression of their emerging firom 
the water, upon the mind. The weather was still cold, 
and not a fly ahroad in the air to support them ; no 
doubt remained with us, of their thus gathering food ; 
an idea in which we were soon strengthened, by step- 
ping down to the edge of the lake, when we saw tlie 
surface of the water all along the shore, and as far 
as the eye Could re&ch, swarming with insects, in ap- 
pearance like gross gunpowder, and the water itself 
filled with the maggot of a water fly, upon which 
there can be no doubt whatever the birds were feeding." 

Some similar occurrences had doubtless given birth 
to the theory of submerging ; and Mr. Daines Bar- 
rington, and others, who so confidently assert, tliat 
they have seen them with their own eyes rising out of 
lakes and rivers, and shaking the water from their wmgs, 
must have been deceived with their eyes open. 

Buffon tells us, that a shoemaker in Basle, anidous 
to obtain a solution of thb singular mystery, put a 
collar on a swallow, containing an inscription to this 
effect: 

" Pretty swallow tellme whither goest. thou in winter ?" 

In the ensuing spring he received by the same 
Conner the following answer : 

" To Anthony of Athens: — Why dost thou enquire.^'* 

Assuming the story to be true, it is pretty evident 

that the answer must have beoi the work of some wag 

much nearer than Athens : for both Belonend Aristotle 
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assure us, that though the swallows live half the jear 
in Greece, they always pass the winter in Africa. A 
better answer to the son of St Crispin would have 
been, " Ne sutor ultra crepidam ;" and in any future 
edition of Buffon, the story would not lose any thing 
by substituting this as the reed fact* 

ENVY. 

Three birds had built their nests almost contiguous 
to each other. A swallow had erected 'her's in one 
comer of the piazza of a house ; a Phebe in the op- 
posite comer ; and a wren possessed a little box which 
had been made on purpose, and hung between. All 
these birds were quite tame. The wren began at last 
to show signs of dislike to the box which had been 
given to it, though it was not known on what account. 
At length it resolved, small as it was, to drive the 
swallow from its nest, and take possession of it, and 
astonishing to say, it succeeded. *' Impudence," says 
Mr. St John, who tells the story, " gets the better of 
modesty ; and this exploit was no sooner performed, 
than the wren removed every material to its own box 
mth the most admirable dexterity. The signs of 
triumph appeared very vbible ; it fluttered with its 
wings with uncommon velocity ; and an universal 
joy was perceivable in all its movements. The 
peaceable swallow, like the pasuve quaker, meekly 
sat at a small distance, and never offered the least op- 
position. But no sooner was the plunder carried 
away, than the injured bird went to work with una- 
bated ardour, and in a few days the depredations 
were repaired." 
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For the honour of the wren species, it deserves to 
be noticed, that there seems some doubt whether this 
envioos spoiler was really a wren. Mr. St John is 
supposed to have confounded it with the common 
creeper. 

TALKING POLITICS. 

Gesner quotes a letter from a person, as he says, of 
credit, in which there is a strange story of two night- 
ingales belonging to an innkeeper at Ratisbon, having 
b^n so infected by the sort of conversation indulged 
in by some officers or deputies of the diet, who fre- 
quented the tavern — nay, so wonderfully edified by it, 
that they used to spend the whole night in discoursing 
on the political interests of Europe ! This is very ridi- 
culous; but not more so than the story to which no 
less a philosopher than Pliuy has given the sanction 
of his authority, of the two sons of the Emperor 
Claudius having given some nightingales so classical an 
education, that they could speak both Greek and Latin 
fluently, and every day invent some new expressions 
of their own. 

Such fables only deserve mention, to shew how little 
even Instinct, in its humble way, is exempt from mis- 
representation, and how little reason avails, to prevent 
very wise men from talking at times as if they were 
without it 



CARRIER'S DOG. 
A carrier on his way to Dumfries, had occasion to 
slop at some houses by the road side, in the way of 
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his business, leaving his cart and horse upon the public 
road, under the protection of a passenger and a trusty 
dog. Upon his return, be missed a led horse, be- 
longing to a gentleman in the neighbourhood, which 
he had tied to the end of the cart, and likewise one of 
the female passengers. On enquiry, he was informed 
that, during his absence, the female, who had been 
anxious to try tlie mettle of tlie pony, had mounted it, 
and that the animal had set oif at full speed. The 
carrier expressed nmch anxiety for the safety of the 
young woman, at the same time he cast an expressive 
look at his dog. Oscar observed his master's eye, and 
aware of its meaning, instantly set off in pursuit of 
the pony, which he came up with soon after be had 
past the first toll-bar on the Dalbeattie road, when he 
made a sudden spring, seized the bridle, and held the 
animal fast Several people having observed the cir- 
cumstance, and the perilous situation of the girl, carae 
to relieve her ; Oscar, however, notwithstanding their 
repeated endeavours, would not quit his hold, and the 
pony was actually led into the stable with the dog, till 
such time as the carrier should arrive. Upon the carrier 
entering the stable, Oscar wagged his tail in token of 
satbfaction, and immediately relinquished the bridle 
to his master. 



STRATAGEM. 
The bears in Kamschatkahave recourse to a singular 
stratagem in order to catch the bareins, which are much 
too swift of foot for them. These animals keep together 
in large herds -, they frequent mostly the low grounds, 
and love to browse at the feet of rocks and precipices. 
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The bear hunts them by scent till he comes in sight, 
when he advances warily, keeping above them, and 
concealing himself among the rocks, as he makes his 
approaches, till he gets immediately over them, and 
near enough for his purpose. He then begins to push 
down with his paws pieces of rock among the herd 
below. This manoeuvre is not followed by any attempt 
to pursue, until he finds he has maimed one of the 
flock, upon which a course immediately ensues, that 
proves successful or otherwise, according to the hurt 
the barein has received. 



HUMANE SOCIETY. 

Dr. Percival, in his " Dissertations," mentions the 
following singular and affecting instance of that sagacity 
and social feeling by which the race of rooks is cha- 
racterized. " A large colony of rooks had subsisted 
many years in a grove on the banks of the river Irwell, 
near Manchester. One serene evening I placed my- 
self within view of it, and marked with attention the 
various labours, pastimes, and evolutions of this crowded 
society. The idle members amused themselves with 
chasing each other through endless mazes ; and in their 
flight, they made the air sound with an infinitude of 
dbcordant noises. In the midst of these playful exer- 
tions, it unfortunately happened that one rook by a 
sudden turn struck his beak against the wing of another. 
The suflerer instantly fell into the river. A general 
cry of distress ensued. The birds hovered with every 
expression of anxiety over their distressed companion. 

Animated by their sympathy, and perhaps by the 
ianguage of counsel known to themselves, he sprang 
o2 



d by Google 



148 PERCY ANECDOTES, 

into the air, and by one strong effort reached the pomt 
of a rock which projected into the river. The joy 
became loud and universal; but, alas! it was soon 
changed into notes of lamentation, for the poor wounded 
bird in attempting to fly towards his nest, dropped 
again into the river and was drowned, amid the moans 
of his whole fraternity." 



FOX CHASING. 

During a fox chase in Lanarkshire, Reynard being 
hard pressed, was reduced to the necessity of taking 
refuge up a chimney of one of the hot-houses in 
Hamilton Castle, where he was followed by one of 
the hounds, who passing through a flue upwards of 
fifty feet in length, came out at the top of the chimney, 
but missed Reynard in his murky recess* By tMs 
time a number of people were collected at the top of 
the chimney, who let down a terrier, who soon made 
him come in view, holding fast by his brush* 



" ONE SWALLOW DOES NOT MAKE 
SUMMER." 

The frequent a^^earance of single swallows on 
the verge of summer, many days before the general 
arrival of the tribe, has given rise to the common 
proverb, that " one swallow never made summer." 
They seem as if, like Noah's dove, they were dispatched 
from the main body to spy and report on the appear- 
ance of the earth, or to find the longitode or latitude 
of their flight A diligent observer of nature assures 
us, that the first of these scouts who anives at the old 
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haunt of a colony, mil remain, as it were, to take 
and keep possession ; and that a second and third will 
arrive, hut after a short time will go away ftgain, 
doubtless to convey intelligence to the main body of 
the state in which matters are, before they attempt 
their general migration. 



MURDER PREVENTED. 
In a village situated between Caen and Vire, on the 
borders of the district called the Grove, there dwelt, 
fiays M. Huet, Bishop of Avranches, a peasant of a 
surly untoward temper, who frequently beat and abused 
hb wife, insomuch, that the neighbours were sometimes 
obliged by her outcries to interpose, in order to pre- 
vent farther mischief. At length, weary of living with 
one whom he hated, he resolved to make away with 
her. He pretended to be reconciled, altered his 
conduct, and on holidays invited her to walk out with 
him. One evening in summer, after a very hot day, 
he carried her to cool and repose herself on the borders 
of a spring, in a shady and solitary place. He affected 
to be very thirsty, and the clearness of the water 
tempted both of them to drink ; but as soon as he saw 
hb wife laying down and drinking, he threw himself 
upon her, and plunged her head into the water in 
order to drown her. She struggled hard, but could 
not have saved herself, bad it not been for the assbtance 
of a dog who used to follow her, and never left her 
company. He immediately flew upon the husband, 
seized him by the throat, made him qnit his hold, and < 
thus saved the life of his mbtress. 



o3 
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ESCAPE OF JENGIS KHAN. 
The Mogul and Kalmac Tartars attribute to the 
white owl, the preservation of Jengis Khan, the founder 
of their empire ; and they pay it on that account 
almost divine honours. The prince, with a small army, 
happened to be surprised and put to flight by his ene- 
mies. Forced to seek concealment in a coppice, an 
owl settled on the bush under which he was hidden. 
At the sight of this animal the prince's pursuers never 
thought of searching the spot, as they thought it im- 
possible that such a bird would perch where any human 
being was concealed. Jengb escaped, and ever after 
his countrymen held the white owl sacred, and every one 
wore a plume of its feathers on his head. The Kal- 
mucs continue the cQsto^ to this day, at all their great 
festivals ; and some tribes have an idol in the form of 
an owl, to which they fasten the real legs of this bird. 

DINNEB BELL. 
It is customary in large boarding houses to announce 
the dinner hour by the sound of a bell* A cat be- 
longing to one of these houses always hastened to the 
hall on hearing the bell, to get its accustomed meal ; 
but it happened one day that she was shut up in a 
chamber, and it was in vain for her that the bell had 
sounded. Some hours after, having been emancipated 
from her confinement, she hastened to the hall, bat 
found nothing left for her. The cat thus disappointed 
got to the bell, and sounding it, endeavoured to sum- 
mon the family to a second dinner> in which she doubted 
not to participate. 
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THE SECRETABY FALCON. 
M. le VsuIIant gives an account of a remarkable 
engagement of which he was a witness, between the 
secretary falcon and a serpent. The serpent is the 
chief enemy of the falcon in all the countries which 
it inhabits, and the mode in which it wages war against 
it is very peculiar. When the falcon approaches a 
serpent, it always carries the point of one of its wings 
forward, in order to parry off its venemous bites ; 
sometimes it finds an opportunity of spuming and 
treading ugon its antagonist ; or else, of taking him 
upon its pinions, and throwing him into the air. 
When by this system it has, at length, wearied out 
its adversary, and rendered him almost senseless, it 
kills and swallows him at leisure. On the occasioo 
which Vaillant mentions, the battle was obstinate, and 
conducted with equal address on both sides. The 
serpent feeling at last his inferiority, endeavoured to 
regun his hole ; while the bird apparently guessing 
his design, stopped him on a sudden, and cut off his 
retreat by placing herself before him at a single leap. 
On whatever side the reptile endeavoured to make his 
escape, the enemy still appeared before him. Ren- 
dered desperate, the serpent resolved on a last effort. 
He erected himself boldly to intimidate the bird, and 
hissing dreadfully displayed his menacing throat, 
inflamed eyes, and a head swollen with rage and 
venom. The falcon seemed intimidated for a moment, 
but soon returned to the charge ; and covering her 
body with one of her wings as a buckler, struck her 
enemy with the bony protuberance of the other. M. 
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Vaillant saw the serpent at last stagger and fall : the 
conqueror then fell upon him to despatch him, and 
with one stroke of her beak laid open his skull. 



WASP HATCHING. 
The wasp during its existence as a perfect insect, 
attaches itself to ftowers ; when it is ready to lay its 
eggs, it digs a cylindrical hole in clayey sand, and 
deposits an egg at the bottom ; it then goes among 
some cabbages, and seizes upon a small green cater- 
pillar, which it had never before made its prey ; this 
caterpillar the wasp pricks with its sting, so as to 
weaken it, in order that it may not make any resist- 
ance against the worm which is about to issue from 
the egg, and devour it ; the caterpillar is not injured 
by the wasp so much as to kill it, and thus make it 
liable to putrefaction ; it then rolls it up into a circular 
form, and places it at the bottom of the hole ; the 
wasp then proceeds to fetch eleven similar caterpillars 
successively, which it treats in the same manner ; it 
then closes up the hole, and dies. The small worni 
is now hatched ; it devours the twelve caterpillars in 
succession, and then metamorphoses itself into a 
wasp, which leaves its subterraneous apartment, and 
flies about among the flowers. 

THE BATTLE FOUNDLING. 
The Marquess of Worcester has a poodle dog which 
was taken from the grave of his master, a French 
officer who fell at the battle of Salamanca, and was 
burled on the spot This dog had retaiained on the 
grave until he was nearly starved ; and even then was 
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removed with difficalty ; so faithfal was he to the 
remains of him he had tenderly loved. 

MOUNTAIN SHEEP, 
lo the moantainous parts of Scotland and Wales, 
where the liberty the sheep enjoy renders them very 
wild, they exhibit a remarkable deviation from their 
generally timorous habits. A ram, or a wether, will 
often attack a single dog, and come off victorious; 
and where the danger is beyond the power of one 
individual to repel, recourse is had to the collective 
force of Uie whole flock. On such occasions they 
have been seen forming themselves into a close 
compact body, with the females and young in the 
centre, whilst the males took the foremost ranks. 
Presenting thus an armed front on all sides, they 
wsat with firmness the approach of the enemy ; nor 
does their courage fail them in the moment of attack ; 
for when the aggressor advances within a few yards 
of the line, the rams dart upon him with such im- 
petuosity as to lay him dead at their feet, unless he 
saves himself by flight. Against the attacks of single 
dogs or foxes, when in this situation, they are per- 
fectly secure. 

FALSE ALARM. 
A few years ago, a Mr. Rutter domg duty at the 
castle of Cape Town, kept a tame baboon for his 
amusement. One evening it broke its chains un- 
known to him. Li the night, climbing up into the 
belfry, it began to pUy with, and ring the bell. 
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inoments, scraped the snow away with his paw, 
threw the rope aside, and again escaped unhurt with 
his prize. 

BATTLES OF THE ANTS. 
** Thns in battalia march embody'd ants." 

DBTDEN. 

The wars entered into by ants of different size, 
bear no resemblance to those in which they combat 
with an equal force. When the large ants attack the 
small, they appear to do it by surprise ; but when the 
small ants have time to guard against an attack, they 
intimate to their companions the danger with which 
they are threatened, when the latter arrive in crowds 
to their assbtance. I have (says Mr. Huber) wit- 
nessed a battle between the herculean and sanguine 
ants ; the herculean ants quitted the trunk of the 
tree in which they had establbhed their abode, and 
reached the very gates of the dwelling of the sanguine 
ants ; the latter, mily half the size of their adversaries, 
had the advantage in point of number ; they however 
acted on the defensive. The earth, strewed with 
the dead bodies of their compatriots, bore witness that 
they had suffered the greatest carnage ; they there- 
fore took the prudent part of fixing their habitations 
elsewhere, and with great activity transported to 
a distance of fifty feet from the spot, their com- 
panions and the several objects Uiat interested 
them. Small detachments of the workers were posted 
at little distances from the nest, apparently placed 
there to cover the march of the recruib, and to pre- 
serve the city itself from any sudden attack. They 
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struck against each other "when they met, and had 
always their mandibles separated in the attitude of 
defiance. As soon as the herculean ants approached 
their camp, the sentinels in front assailed them with 
fury ; they fought at first in single combat. The 
sanguine ant threw himself upon the herculean ant, 
fastened upon its head, and inundated it with venom. 
It sometimes quitted its antagonist with great quick- 
ness ; more frequently, however, the herculean ant 
held between its feet its audacious enemy. The two 
champions then rolled themselves in the dust, and 
struggled violently. The advantage was at first in 
favour of the largest ant ; but its adversary was soon 
assisted by those of its own party, who collected 
round the herculean ant, ar inflicted several deep 
wounds with their teeth. The herculean ant yielded 
to numbers; it either perished the victim of its 
temerity, or was conducted a prisoner to the enemy's 
camp. 

Such are the combats between ants of different size ; 
but if we wish to behold regular armies wage war in 
all its forms, we must visit tliose forests in which the 
fallow ants establish their dominion over every insect 
in their territory. It is in these forests (continues the 
same author) 1 have witnessed the inhabitants of two 
large ant hUls, engaged in spirited combat. They 
were composed of ants of the same species, alike in 
their extent and population, and were situated about 
a hundred paces distance from each other. Two 
empires could not possess a greater number of 
combatants* 

This prodigious crowd of insects covered the 
ground lying between the two ant-hills, and occu- 
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p^ing a space of two feet in breadth. Both armies 
met at half way from their respective habitations, and 
there the battle commenced. Thousands of ants 
took their station upon the highest ground, and 
fought in pairs, keeping firm hold of their antagonists ; 
a considerable number were engaged in the attack, 
and leading away prisoners. The latter made several 
ineffectual efforts to escape, as if aware that, upon 
their arrival, they would experience a cruel death* 
The scene of warfare occupied a space of about three 
feet square. Those ants composing groups and 
chains, took hold of each other's legs and pincers, 
and dragged their antagonists to the ground. These 
groups formed successively. The fight usually com- 
menced by two ants, who seized each other by the 
mandibles. They were frequently so closely wedged 
togeUier, that they fell upon their sides, and fought 
a long time in that situation in the dust, until a third 
came to decide the contest. It more commonly 
happened that both ants received assistance at the 
same time, when the whole four made ineffectual 
attempts to gain the battle. Ants of both parties 
joined then ; and it was in this way they formed 
chains of six, eight, or ten ants, all firmly locked 
together; the equilibrium was only broken when 
several warriors from the same republic advanced at 
the same time, who compelled those that were 
enchained to let go their hold, when the single com- 
bats again took place. 

On the approach of night, each party returned 
gradually to the city, which served it for an asylum. 
The ants, which were either killed or led away into 
captivity, not being replaced by others, the number 
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of combatants diminished antil their force was ex- 
hausted. 

The ants re tamed to the field of battle before 
dawn. The groups again formed ; the carnage re- 
commenced with greater fury than on the preceding 
evening, and the scene of combat occupied a space 
of six feet in length, by two feet in breadth. Success 
was for a long time doubtful; about mid-day the 
contending armies had removed to the distance of a 
dozen feet from one of their cities. Tlie ants fought 
so desperately, that nothing could withdraw them 
from their enterprise ; they seemed absorbed in one 
single object, that of finding an enemy to contend with. 

These wars offer something very surprbing ; the 
instinct which enables each ant to know his own 
party, even in the midst of the battle's rage. They 
sometimes attack those of their own party ; but on 
recognizing them, immediately relax their hold, and 
caress each other. 

The common operations of the two colonies were 
not suspended during this warfare ; the paths which 
led to a distance in the forest, were as much crowded 
as in time of peace, and all around the ant-hill order 
and tranquility prevailed, with the exception only of 
that side on which the battle was raging. A crowd 
of these insects were constantly to be seen setting off 
for the scene of combat, while others were returning 
with their prisoners. This war terminated without 
any disastrous results to the two republics; long 
contmued rains shortened its duration, and the 
warriors ceased to frequent the road which led to the 
camp of the enemy. 
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REFUGEE SQUIRREL, 
lu the year 1814, a squirrel was caaght in Ledstone 
Park, near Ferry Bn^ge, and lodged for safe custody 
in a trap used for taking rats alive. Here he re- 
mained for several weeks/till at length, pandng for 
liberty, he contrived to make hb escape throa^ a 
window, and repaired once more to his native fields. 
Tlie family in which he had been a sportive inmate, 
were not a little vexed at the loss of their little 
favourite, and the servant was ordered in the evening 
of the same day to remove the trap, that they might 
no longer be reminded of their loss; but on pro- 
ceeding to discharge his duty, he found to his surprise 
that the squirrel, all wet and ruffled by the storm, 
had re-assumed his station, and again taken up bis 
lodgings in a comer of the trap. 

BEARS IN JEOPARDY. 
A Greenland bear, with two cubs under its protection, 
was pursued across a field of ice by a party of armed 
sailors. At first she seemed to urge Uie young ones 
to an increase of speed, by running before them» 
turning round, and manifesting by a peculiar action 
and voice, her anxiety for their progress ; but finding 
her pursuers gaining upon them, she carried, or pushed* 
or pitched them alternately forward, until she effected 
their escape. In throwing them before her, the little 
creatures are said to have placed themselves across her 
path to receive the impulse, and when projected some 
yards in advance, they ran onwards until she overtook 
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them, i»hen they alternately adjusted themselves for 
another throw. 



WHALE FISHING. 
The maternal affection of the whale, which in 
other respects is apparently a stupid animal, is striking 
and interesting. The cub being insensible to danger 
is easily harpooned, when the tender affecUon of the 
mother is so manifested, as not unfrequently to bring 
it within reach of the whalers. Hence, though a cub 
is of little value, yet it is sometimes struck as a snare 
for its mother. In this case she joins it at the surface 
of the water, whenever it has occasion to rise for re- 
spiration ; encourages it to swim away ; assists its 
flight by taking it u^der her fin ; and seldom deserts 
it while life remains. She is then dangerous to ap- 
proach, but affords frequent opportunities for attack. 
She loses all regard for her own safety, in anxiety for 
the preservation of her young ; dashes through the 
midst of her enemies ; despises the danger that 
threatens her, and even voluntarily remains with her 
offspring after various attacks have been made upon 
herself. In the whale fishery of 1814, a harpooner 
struck a young whale with the hope of its leading to 
the mother. Presently she arose, and seizing the 
young one, dragged about a hundred fathoms of 
line out of the boat, with remarkable force and velo- 
city. Again she rose to the surface ; darted furiously 
to and fro ; frequently stopped short, or suddenly 
changed her direction, and gave every possible inti- 
ipation of extreme agony. For a length of time she 
continued thus to act, though closely pursued by the 
p3 
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boats ; and inspired with courage and resolution by 
her concern for her offspring, seemed regardless of 
the danger that surrounded her. Being at length 
struck witli six harpoons, she was killed. 

LEAP-FROG. 
The American Indians are known to be excellent 
nmners, being almost able to match the swiftest horses. 
The buU frog of American swamps is also well known 
for its surprising power of leaping, often compassmg 
three yards at one leap. In order to make a trial ^ 
its powers, some Swedes laid a wager with a young 
Indian, that he could not overtake a full grown bull 
frog, provided it had two leaps in advance. They 
caught one in a pond, and carried it into a field at some 
Stance, where applying a burmng faggot to its tail, 
the irritated animal bounded across the field towaids 
the pond as fast as it could, the Indian following with 
all 1^ might The race was however no match; the 
firog had regained the pond before the Indian wa» 
within many yards of it 

BEAR CUBS. 

In the month of June, 1812, a female bear, with 
two cubs, approached near a whaler, and was shot. 
The cubs not attempting to escape, were taken alive. 
These animals, though at first evidently very unhappy, 
became at length in some measure reconciled to their 
situation, and being tolerably tame, were allowed occa- 
sionally to go at large about the deck. While the 
ship was moored to a floe, a few days after they were 
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taken, one of them bavmg a rope fastened round his 
neck, was thrown overboard. It immediately swam 
to the ice, got upon it, and attempted to escape. 
Finding itself however dettuned by the rope, it endea- 
voured to disengage itself in the following ingenious 
way. Near the edge of the floe was a crack in the , 
ice of considerable length, but only eighteen inches 
or two feet wide, and three or four feet deep. To this 
spot the bear returned, and when on crossing the 
chasm, the bight of the rope fell into it, he placed 
himself across the opening; then suspending himself 
by his hind feet, with a leg on each side, he dropped 
iiis head and most part of his body into the chasm ; and 
with a foot applied to each side of the neck, attempted 
for some minutes to push the rope over his head. 
Finding this scheme ineffectual, he removed to the 
main ice, and running with great impetuosity from 
the ship, gave a remarkable pull on the rope ; 
then going backward a few steps, he repeated the 
Jerk. At length, after repeated attempts to escape 
this way, every failure of which he announced by a 
significant growl, he yielded himself to his hard 
necessity, and lay down on the ice in angry and 
sullen silence. 



RETALIATION. 
A wild stork was brought by a fanner in the neigh- 
bouifaood of Hamburg, into his poultry yard, to be the 
companion of a tame one, w^oh he had long kept there ; 
but the tame stork disliking a rival, fell upon the poor 
stranger, and beat him so unmercifully that he was 
compelled to take wing, and with seni4 difficulty 
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escaped. About four months afterwards, however, lie 
returned to the poultry yard, recovered of his wounds, 
and attended by three other storks, who no sooner 
alighted, than they altogether fell upon the same stork 
and killed him. 



NEWSMAN EXTRAORDINARY. 
One of the carriers of a New York pi^ier, called 
tiie Advocate, having become indisposed, his son took 
his place ; but not knowing the subscribers he was to 
supply, he took for his guide a dog which had usually 
attended his father. The animal trotted on, a-head 
of the boy, and stopped at every door where the paper 
was in use to be left, without middng a single omission 
or mistake. 

NOBLE PERSEVERANCE. 
Elephants were, of old, formerly employed in India 
in the launching of ships. Ludolph relates, that one 
being durected to force a very large vessel into the 
water, the work proved superior to its strength; bis 
master, with a sarcastic tone, bid the keeper take away 
the lazy beast, and bring another: the poor animal 
instantly repeated his efforts, fractured his skull, and 
died on the spot 

OSTRICH RIDING. 
Mr. Adanson, in his " Voyage to S^iegal," &c. 
mentions, that during the time of his residence at 
Podor, a French factory on the banks of the river 
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^ger, there were two ostriches, though young, of 
gigantic size, which afforded him a very remarkable 
sight " They were," he says, " so tame, that two little 
blacks mounted both together on the back of the 
largest No sooner did he feel their weight, than he 
began to run as fast as possible, and carried them 
several times round the village, as it was impossible 
to stop hun otherwise than by obstructing the passage. 
Tbb aght pleased me so much, that I wished it to be re- 
peated, and to try their strength, directed a full grown 
negro to mount tlie smallest, and two others the largest 
This burthen did not seem at alldisproportioned to their 
strength. At first they went at a tolerably sharp trot, 
bat when they became heated a little, they expanded 
their wings as though to catch the wind, and moved 
with snch fleetness, that they scarcely seemed to touch 
the ground. Most people have one time or other seen 
a partridge run ; and consequently know that there is 
no man whatever able to keep up with it ; and it is easy 
to imagine, that if this bird had a longer step, its speed 
would be considerably augmented. The ostrich moves 
like the partridge with this advantage ; and I am satis- 
fied that these I am speaking of, would have distanced 
the fleetest race-horses that were ever bred in EngUmd. 
It is true they would not hold out so long as a horse ; 
bat they would undoubtedly go over a given space in 
less time. I have frequently beheld this sight, which 
is capable of giving one an idea of the prodigious 
strength of an ostrich, and of shewing what use it 
might be of, had we but the method of breaking and 
mana^g it as we do a horse." 
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THE CATCHER CAUGHT. 

During a sadden inundation of the Rhine, a hare 
unable to escape through the water to an eminence, 
climbed up a tree. This one of the boatmen rowing 
about to assist the unfortunate inhabitants observed, 
rowed up to the tree, and mounted it, eager for the game, 
without properly fastening hb boat The terrified hare, 
on the approach of its pursuer, sprang from the branch 
Into the boat, which thus set in motion floated 
away, leaving its owner in the tree in dread of being 
washed away by the current After several hours 
anxiety, he was perceived and taken off by some of hi9 
companions. 



STUDYING. 
Plutarch tells us of a magpie belonging to a barber 
at Rome, which could imitate to a nicety almost 
every word it heard. Some trumpets happened one 
day to be sounded before the shop, and for a day or 
two afterwards the magpie was quite mute, and 
seemed pensive and melancholy. Ail who knew it 
were greatly surprised at its silence ; and it was sup- 
posed that the sound of the trumpets had so stunned 
it, as to deprive it at once both of voice and hearing. 
It soon appeared, however, that this was far from 
being the case ; for, says Plutarch, the bird had been 
all the time occupied in profound meditation, study- 
ing how to imitate the sound of the trumpets ; 
when at last master of it, the magpie, to the a; 
nishment of all its friends, suddenly broke its lonj 
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silence, by a perfect imitation of the flourish of 
trumpets it had heard ; observing with the greatest 
exactness all the repetitious, stops, and changes. 
The acquisition of this lesson had however exhausted 
the whole of the magpie's stock of intellect ; for it 
made it entirely forget every thmg it had learned 
before. 



FAITHFUL COMPANION. 
Mr. Isaac Hall, gardener at Lenton Abbey, near 
Nottingham, in removing some rubbish, discovered 
two ground toads of an uncommon size, weighing no 
less than seven pounds. On finding them, he was 
surprised to see, that one of them got upon the back 
of the other, and both proceeded to move slowly on 
the ground towards a place of retreat ; upon further 
examination he found, that the one on the back of 
the other had received a severe contusion from his 
spade, and was rendered unable to get away, without 
the assistance of its companion ! 

A MOTHER WATCHING HER YOUNG. 

Abbe de la Pluche, in his Spectacle de la Nature, 
has the following singular instance of the far-sighted 
watchfulness of the turkey-hen over her young. *' I 
have heard," he says, " a turkey-hen, when at the 
bead of her brood, send forth the most hideous 
scream, without being able to perceive the cause; 
her young ones, however, immediately when the 
warning was given, skulked und^r the bushes, the 
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grass, or whatever else seemed to offer shelter or pro- 
tection. They even stretched themselves at full 
length on the ground, and continued motionless, as 
if dead. In the meantime, the mother with her eyes 
directed upwards continued her cries and screaming 
as before. On looking up in the direction in which 
she seemed to gaze, I discovered a black spot just 
under the clouds, but was unable at first to determine 
what it was ; however it soon appeared to be a bird 
of prey, though at first at too great a distance to be 
distinguished. I have seen one of these animals 
continue in this agitated state, and her whole brood 
pinned down as it were to the ground for four hours 
together; whilst their formidable foe has taken its 
circuits, has mounted and hovered directly over their 
heads; at last, upon hb disappearing, the parent 
changed her note, and sent forth another > cry, which 
in an instant gave life to the whole trembling tribe, 
and they all flocked round her with expressions of 
pleasure, as if conscious of their happy escape from 
danger." 

QUAIL FIGHTING. 
The ancient Greeks and Romans used to make 
quails fight with each other in the same manner as 
tiie modems do game cocks. The quail b an animal 
of undaunted courage, and will perish rather than 
yield. In the time of Augustus, there was one which 
had acquired such celebrity for its victories, that a 
certain Prefect of Egypt thought he could not pay the 
emperor a higher c^ipliment, than by serving it up at 
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his table. Augustas, incensed at seeing so noble an 
animal put to so base a use, repaid the servility of 
the prefect by ordering him to be put to death. 

The fighting of quails is even at present a fashion- 
able diversion in China, and in some parts of Italy. 

VENTURING TO SEA. 
In the year 1798, a covey of partridges having 
been disturbed by some men at plough, near East 
Bean, in Sussex, took their flight across the cliff to 
the sea, over which they continued their course about 
tliree hundred yards. Either intimidated or otherwise 
affected by that element, the whole were then ob- 
served to drop into the water. Twelve of them were 
soon afterwards floated by the tide to the shore, where 
they were picked up by a boy, who carried them to 
Eastbourne, and sold them. 



DECEIVING THE FOWLER. 
Mr. Markwick relates, that ** as he was once hunt- 
ing vrith a young pointer, the dog ran on a brood of 
very 'small partridges. Tlie old bird cried, fluttered, 
and ran trembling along just before.the dog's nose, till 
she had drawn him to a considerable distance ; when 
she took wing and flew farther off, but not out of the 
field. On thb the dog returned nearly to the place 
where the young ones lay concealed in the grass ; 
irhlch the old bird no sooner perceived, than she flew 
back again, settled first before the dog's nose, and a 
Mcood time acted the same part, rolling and tumbling 
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about till she drew off liis attention from the broody 

and thus succeeded in preserving them." 



A HANGER ON. 
The trumpeter bird, in its tame state, has a habit of 
following persons through the streets and out of town, 
even those whom it has never seen before. It is diffi- 
cult to get rid of it; if a person enters a house, it will 
wait his return and again join him, though after an 
interval of some hours. M. de la Borde says, that 
he has sometimes betaken himself to his heels to 
get rid of them, but to no purpose. They sped faster 
than he could, and always got before him ; when he 
stopped, they stopped also ; wherever he moved, they 
were at his elbow. He says he knew one that in- 
variably followed all the strangers who entered its 
master^ house, accompanied them into the garden, 
took as many turns there as they did, and attended 
them back agfun. 

THE STRAY SHEEP. 
<' I once witnessed," says the Ettrick Shepherd, 
" a very singular feat performed by a dog belonging 
to John Graham, late tenant in Ashiesteel. A neigh- 
bour came to his house after it was dark, and told him 
that he had lost a sheep on his farm, and that if he 
(Graham) did not secure her in the morning early, 
she would be lost, as he had brought her far. John 
sud he could not possibly get to the hill next morning, 
but if he would take hhn toMhe very spot where he 
lost the sheep, perhaps his dog Chieftain would find 
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■her that night. On that they went away with all 
expedition, lest the traces of the feet should cool ; 
and I, then a boy, being in the house, went with them. 
The night was pitch dark, which had been the cause 
of the man losing his ewe, and at length he pointed 
oat a place to John by the side of the water where 
he had lost her. ' Chieftain ! fetch that/ said John ; 
' bring her back, sir.' The dog jumped around and 
around, and reared himself upon end ; but not being 
able to see anything, eyidently misapprehended his 
roaster, on which John fell to scolding his dog, calling 
it a great many hard names. He at last told the 
man that he must point out the very track that the 
sheep went, otherwise he had no chance of recovering 
it. The man led him to a grey stone, and said he 
was sure she took the brae (hill side) within a yatd 
of that. * Chieftain ; come hither to my foot^ yon 
great numb*d whelp,' said John. Chieft^ii)" caiae. 
John pointed with his finger to the ground. ' Fetch 
that, I say, sir — bring that back, away.' The dog 
scented slowly about on the ground for some seconds ; 
but soon began to mend his pace, and vanished in the 
darkness. * Bring her back, away, you great calf '.* 
vociferated John, with a voice of exultation, as the 
dog broke to the hill. And as all these good dogs 
perform their work in perfect silence, we neither saw 
nor heard any more of him for a long time. I think, if I 
remember right, we waited there about half an hour ; 
daring which time all the conversation was about the 
small chance which the dog had to find the ewe, for 
it was agreed on all hands, that she must long ago 
have mixed with the rest of the sheep on the farm. 
How that was, no man will ever be able to decide. 
Q 2 
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John, however, still persisted m waiting unUl his dog 
came back, either with the ewe or without her ; and 
at last the trusty animal brought the individual lost 
sheep to our very feet, which the man took on his 
back, and went on his way rejoichig." 

OLD HABITS. 
Between the years 1750 and 1760, a Scottish lawyer 
of eminence made a journey to London. At that 
period such joumies were usually performed on horse- 
back, and the traveller might either ride post, or if 
willing to travel economically, he bought a horse, and 
sold him at the end of his journey. The gentleman of 
whom we speak, who was a good judge of horses, as 
well as a good horseman, had chosen the latter mode 
of travelling, and had sold the horse on which he rode 
from Scotland as soon as he arrived in London. With 
a view to his return, he went to Smithfield to purchase 
a horse. About dusk, a handsome horse was offered 
to him at so cheap a rate, that he was led to suspect 
the animal to be unsound ; but as he could discover 
no blemish, he became the purchaser. Next morning 
he set out on his journey; hb horse had excellent 
paces, and the first few nules, while the road was well 
frequented, our traveller spent in congratulating himself 
on his good fortune. On Finchley Common, and at a 
place where the road run down a slight ascent, and up 
another, the traveller met a clergyman driving a one- 
horse chaise. There was nobody within sight, and the 
horse by his manoeuvre plainly intimated what had been 
the profession of his former master. Instead of passing 
the chaise, he laid his counter close up to it, and stopt 
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it, liaviiig no doubt that his rider woi^ld embrace so 
fair an opportunity of exercising bis vocation. The 
clergyman, luider the same mistake, produced his purse 
unasked, and assured the inoffensive and surprised 
horseman that it was unnecessary to draw hb pbtol. 
The traveller rallied his horse, with apolo^es to the 
gentleman, whom he had unwillingly affrighted, and 
pursued his journey. The horse next made the same 
suspicious approach to a coach, from the windows of 
which a blunderbuss was levelled, \^ith denunciations 
of death and destruction to the rider, though sackless, 
as he used to express it, of all offence in deed or word. 
In short, after his life had been once or twice en* 
dangered by the suspicions to which his horse's conduct 
gave rise, and his liberty as often threatened by peace 
officers, who were disposed to apprehend him as the 
notorious highwayman who had formerly ridden the 
horse, he found himself obliged to part with the inau- 
spicious, animal for a mere trifle, and to purchase at 
a dearer rate a horse of less external figure and 
action, but of better moral habits. 



PHILOSOPHIC CAT. 
A young cat, which sometimes had the indulgence 
of taking her place in the domestic circle, upon tbe 
carpet before the fire in the parlour, one day came 
in when one of the party was spinning upon a line 
wheel. Having never seen such a thing before, she be- 
came extremely alarmed by its appearance and motion. 
She coached down in an attitude of fear and of 
investigation ; and yet at such a distance as would 
admit of a speedy retreat if it should prove to be 
Q 3 
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alive, and an enemy. She crept slowly all along the 
wheel, with her eyes steadily fixed on it, and with a 
very singular expression of coantenance, till at length, 
not being able to satisfy herself, she retreated towards 
the door, impatiently waiting to make her escape ; 
which she did the moment it was in her power, with 
great precipitation. 

The next morning, when she came into'the room, 
the wheel then standing still, she advanced coura- 
geously towards it, and after an apparently careful 
examination, walking all round, ventured upon the 
furtlier experiment of endeavouring to ascertain with 
her paw, whether there was really anything to be ap- 
prehended from it. Still not finding any motion, our 
philosopher of the Newtonian school, satisfied that 
.she had notiiing to fear, seated herself quietly by the 
fire ; and the next time she saw it in motion, she 
sprang gaily forward, and enjoyed her triumph, by 
playing with the object of her former terror. 

AN ASS CAST AWAY. 
In March, 1816, an ass belonging to Captain 
D^das, R*N. then at Malta, was shipped on board 
the .Ister frigate. Captain Forrest, bound from Gi- 
braltar for that island. The vessel struck on some 
sands off the Point de Gat, and the ass was thrown 
overboard, in the hope that it might possibly be able 
to swim to the land ; of wluch, however, there seemed 
but little chance, for the sea was running so high, that 
a boat which left the ship, was lost. A few days 
after, when the gates of Gibraltar were opened in the 
morning, the guard were surprised by Valiant, as the 
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ass was called, presenting himself for admittauceh 
On entering, he proceeded immediately to the stable 
of Mr. Weeks, a merchant, which he had formerly 
occupied. The poor animal had not only swam 
safely to the shore, but without guide, compass, or tra- 
velling map, had found his way from Point de Gat to 
Gibraltar, a distance of more than two hundred miles, 
through a mountainous and intricate country, inter- 
sected by streams, which he had never traversed 
before, and in so short a period, that he could not 
have made one false turn. 

THE NOTES OF BIRDS. 

The cock speaks the language of his hens, and he 
speaks it as they do; but more than they do, he 
boasts in crowing of the power he possesses of re- 
ceiving proofs of his tenderness. He sings his valour 
and h'ls glory. 

The goldfinch, linnet, and tomtit, sing their loves. 

The chaffinch sings his love, and his self love. 

The canary bird sings his love, and his real talents. 

The lark chaunts a hymn on the beauties of nature, 
and the vigour with which he cuts the air whilfe ^he 
soars aloft in the presence of his mate, who is ad- 
miring him. 

The swallow, all tenderness and affection, rarely 
sings alone, but in duo, trio ; in short, in as many 
parts as there are members of the family. His gamut 
is very limited ; however, its concert is full of 
sweetness. 

The nightingale has three songs -, that of suppliant 
love, at first languishing, then mixed with lively 
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accents of impatience, which end in protracted notes 
full of pathos that toach the heart In this song the 
female takes her part, by intermpting the coopiet with 
tender notes ; to which succeed an affirmaUve, timid 
and full of expression* 

SHIPWRECKED CHEW SAVED. 
The Durham packet of Sunderland, was in 1815 
wrecked near Clay, in Norfolk. A faithful dog was 
employed to use his e£forts to carry the lead line on 
shore, from the vessel ; but there being a very heavy 
sea, and a steep beach, it appeared the drawback of 
the surf was too powerful for the animal to contend 
with. Mr. Parker, ship builder, of Wells, and Mr. 
Jackson, junior, of Clay, who were on the spot, 
observing this, instantly rushed into the sea, which 
was running very high, and gallantly succeeded, 
though at great risk, in catching hold of the dog, who 
was much exhausted, but who had all this time kept the 
line in his mouth ; which being thus obtained, a com- 
mnnication with the vessel was established, and a warp 
being thus passed from the ship to the shore, the lives 
oi all on board, nine in number, including two children, 
were saved. 



REMEMBRANCE OF HOME. 
While the allied armies occupied France, in flie 
year 1815, there was in the month of November of 
that year, a great fall of snow at Commercy, wliich 
covered the ground to the depth of eight or tm inclies. 
When the Russian dragoons stationed tbere were 
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taking their horses to water in the morning) these 
animals, surprized and delighted at a sight which 
doubtless reminded them of their own country, began 
to prance, neigh, and roll themselves in the snow. 
A number escaped from the hands of their conductors, 
who had great difficulty in catching them again. 



HONOURS PAID TO LIVING AND 

DEPARTED WORTH. 
A good man (says Plutarch) will take Care of his 
horses and dogs, not only when they are young, but 
when old and past service. Thus the people of 
Athens, when they had finished the temple called 
Hecatompedon, set at liberty the beasts of burden that 
had been chiefly employed in that work, suffering 
them to pasture at large, free from any farther service. 
It is said that one of these afterwards came of its 
own accord to work, and putting itself at the head of 
the labouring cattle, marched before them to the 
citadel. The people were pleased with this spon- 
taneous action, and they made a decree, that the 
animal should be kept at the public charge as long as 
U lived. Many have shown particular marks of 
regard in burying animals which they had cherished 
and been fond of* The graves of Cimon's mares, 
with which he thrice conquered at the Olympic 
games, are still to be seen near his own tomb. 
Xanthippus, whose dog swam by the side of his 
galley to Salamis, when the Athenians were forced 
to abandon their city, afterwards buried it with great 
pomp upon a promontory, which to this day is called 
the dog's grave. In Pliny we have also an amusing 



Digitized by CjOOQIC i 



178 PERCY ANECDOTES, 

•ccouut of a soperb funeral ceremony, which took 
p\9Ce during the reign of Claudius ; in which the 
illustrious departed was no olher than a crow, so 
celebrated for its talents and address, that it was 
looked upon as a sort of public property. Its death 
was felt as a national loss ; the roan who killed it 
was condemned to expiate the crime with his own 
life ; and nothing less than a public funeral could, as 
it was thought, do justice to its memory. The 
remains of the animal were laid on a bier, which was 
borne by two slaves ; musicians went before it, playing 
mournful airs ; and an infinite number of persons, of 
all ages and conditions, 'brought up the rear of the 
melancholy procession. 
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ANECDOTES OF INGENUITY. 



" A long great ass, that swima with bladders^ 

Coice but one prick of adyerse fortane to him. 

He sinks, because he never tiy'd to swim. 

When wit plays with, the billows that choak'd him. 

BBAVMONT AND PLSTCHfB. 



OKACLES. 

Nbarlt all the most celebrated legidaton of anti- 
qui^, were obliged to have recourse to some share 
of deception, to obtain acceptance to dieir respective 
systems of laws ; but surely there is no case in 
wJiich ingenuity can more justifiably diverge into 
fiction, than when employed to impress, a rude or 
barbarous people with a req[»ect (ot regular govern- 
ment 

When Lycurgushad the proud satisfaction of seeing 
the Lacedemonians growing strong and prosperous 
under the constitution which he had conferred upon 
them, his next wish was to ensure its perpetni^ ;. and 
for thisporpoie, he made use <^ as iogeiaoua adavice 

B 2 
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as perhaps ever honoured the annals of public 
▼irtue. [See AneedaUi of Patriotism,'} 

Numa, the first lawgiver of the Romans, acted 
on a similar principle. He had a band of robbers to 
civilize* and a senate that constituted the most un- 
tractable part of the band. . Had iie proposed his 
laws to the assembled tribes, he would have met with 
a thousand difficulties from the assassins of his pre- 
decessor. He adopted a different method. He pre- 
tended to have held converse in the woods with the 
Goddess Egeria, and from her had received a code 
sanctified with divihe authority. What was the 
consequence ? He was submitted to without oppo- 
sition, and reigned happily. His intentions were 
admirable, and his mystification was suited to the 
superstitions of the times ; but if an enemy had 
disclosed his artifice, and been able to persuade die 
people of its reality, he would, in all probability, 
have undergone the fate of Romulus, as " an im- 
postor, who prostituted the name of the gods, to 
deceive manknid." 



AUGURIES. 

Of a character, alike free ft&m blame, with the use 
made of oracles by the legjblators of ancient times, 
was the advantage frequently taken by generak, of 
the superstitious notions of their troops, to lOuse 
their courage, or dispel their fears. When the 
Athenians, under Pericles, were preparing for battle, 
there issued from a neighbouring wood, sacred to the 
gods, a tall and venerable figure, clothed m purple, 
and drawn in a chariot by white horses^ who, ad- 
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TandDg towaids the Greeks, called aloud on Pericles 
by name, and announced to Ilim, that the gods had 
come to aid the Athenians I Elated with this as- 
surance* the Athenians instantly rushed to the 
attack, and before many lances were thiown, gained 
a glorious Tictoiy. When such effects could be pro- 
duced by a belief in the coiporeal interposition of 
the gods, it was no more than what might be ex- 
pected from a good general, that he should proTide 
a deity for the occasion, as Fericle» had here un- 
questionably done. 

Q. Sertorius, whose forces were chiefly composed 
of barbarians, was obliged. to have recourse to a 
species of imposture somewhat grosser^ He carried 
about with him a beautiful wlute hind, which he 
made his soldieis believe was ** sent of heaven;" 
and on all occanons of emergency, pretended to be 
guided by what the deities had, tlmmgh this me- 
dium, dictated to him. 

The troops,, in both these instances, felt equally 
assured of divine aid and direction, and that was 
sufficient. 

The expedients which have been employed to 
dispel fears excited by accidental cifcumstanees, «re 
of a more pleasing cast; since being generally in- 
spired by the necessity of the moment, and not the 
result of any preconcerted scheme of deception, 
there miy, in truth, be more of inspiration in them. 
What could be more felicitous than the exclamation 
of Eparainondas, on beholding the terror produced 
in his troops,, by a flaming meteor descending from 
heaven, during the dariuess of night : " Let us on, 
my friends! The gods send us light." In like 
B S 
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manuer, when a thunderbolt fell before the 4-tbeDian 
fleet, and was generally: tegarded ai an unhappy 
omen» Chabriaa retivdd all hisarts, by exclaiadng, 
" Now is the moment to £ght^ when Jupitar, tiie 
chief of the. gods, tells us that he himself is to lead 
our fleet" 

The great influence whicb such favourable jomens, 
or circumstances so interpreted, must hare had upon 
the Greeks, may be judged of from the extraordinary 
respe^ which t^ey' were apt to pay to ti^e most 
trifling circumstances of an adverse complexion. 
Timotheus waa^a^ut to commence a sea fight with 
the Corcynans, when the moment he put his fleet in 
motion, the sailing master caused a signal of retreat 
to be hoisted, because he heard some one«— sneeze. 
** Wonderful," said Timotheus, *' that among so many 
thousand men, one should catch cold." Epami- 
nondas, b^ore going into battle with the Lacede- 
monians, sat down to rest for a few moments, when 
his seat fell under him. « That," quoth the soldiers, 
" bodes no good." '* Nay," said their leader, with 
happy presence of mind, " it is an intimation to 
me, tiiat I have no business to be sitting here, when 
I should be leading you against the enemy.*' On 
another occasion, the same commander found his 
troops sadly disheartened, because the wind had 
blown the ornament of his spear upon the tomb of a 
Lacedemonian. " Why should that," said he, *• ex- 
cite your fears ? The Lacedemonians are about to 
fall under your arms, and diey are decking their se- 
pulchres to be ready to receive their remains." 
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"THE Golden head." 

About 1060, Robert Guiscard, Pnnoe of Apuiia, 
^iaoovered in thtt cfoimtry a marble statue, around 
tbe, head of wl^ch, tbere was a circle of brats, with 
tbis insdiptiony .CaUudis Maii, ariente sole, armun 
caput hdbe^; "the first day of May, at sun rising, 
I shall have a golden bead.*' Many were the fruitless 
endeaTOjurs to solve ^e meaning of this enigaia. 
At Ipsi a. Saracen prisoner offered to expound it, on 
condition that he should be set at liberty, if he suc- 
ceeded. The prince agreed to the stipulation ; and 
on tbtf -first day of iilay following^ tbe Saracen went 
. to observe the statue at sunrise* Noting the extreme 
point to which the shadow qf the image extended, he 
directed the jurince's attendants to dig there; when 
tb^y- had readied a considerable depth, they came to 
an imai^nse trieasure, winch they trufy interpieted to 
be the "golden head" referred to in the inscriptioB* 
The Saracen was not only restored to liberty, but was- 
sent home loaded with rich and princely gifts* 



STRATAGEM. 

Bravery consists in overcoming an enemy by open 
force ; but conduct, in subduing him by art and 
stratagem, without a blow. Hence, it is the "first 
qualification of a great general, to gain a bloodless 
Tictory. For this purpose, nothing is better cal<^- 
lated than a strategem, which, beii)g conceived in 
the heat of action, secures the victory, by anticipating 
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the fortune of the day. Lynpbos, the soo of Eolns^ 
is said to Mve been the fint of the Greeks who, on 
such occasions, itaadiB use of conning and deceit 
. Homer soggestt this idea of him, whetk he calls him 
. the craftiest rf mmu The second who- distinguished 
. himself in 1his> branch of knowledge,, was Aatolyciis, 
the son of Mercury, whom Homer cdebretes as out- 
, stripping all the rest of mortals in the arts of circumTea- 
tion. Of themany-shapedProteos, everyone hasheard. 
It is not credible, however, that Proteus could at 
pleasure assume the forms of animals, plants, and 
othef natural objects. It was no doubt his dexterity 
in effecting, by art and cuniung, whatever he pleased, 
that gave occasion to Homer's fable. Even tiie 
" divine" Ulysses boasts of his skill- in deceiving. 
" I am," says he, " Ulysses, known to all men for 
every species of dec^t, and my g^ory reaches hea* 
ven." The rest of the heroes attributed to bin 
their victory ; and declared that to hb conduct they 
owed the taldbg of the wide-streetedd^ of Ftiam* 



FESTIVAL OF APATURIA, 

Melanthus commanded the Athenians, and Xanthu» 
the Boeotians, while they were contending for the 
possession of Melssnoe, a fort situated on the confines 
of Attica and Boeotia. Xauthus having ccmsulted 
an oracle, had received this answer: 

" By fraud, Melanthus shall Melaenoe gahu" , 

A prediction which was thus verified. The generals 
undertook to decide the quarrel by single ccmibtt. 
As they were on the point ^of engagmg, ** You let 
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iiii£urly»" says Mehmthas, "m bringmg a second 
to the field." Xanlhns looking back to see this 
secotid, was pierced i^d slain by the dart of his an- 
li^nist. The Athenians being Tictorions by means 
of this stratagem, instituted an annual festival* which, 
from the deception, they called Apaturia, 

PISISTRATUS. 

When Pisistratos and Megades contended for the 
ascendancy in Athens, the fonner detennined the 
matttf in Ins favour, by an ingenious, yet base, sort 
of stratagem, which, we regret to say, has not been 
without many imitators in modem times. One day, 
B an assembly of the people, he declaimed against 
his rival in a manner which might well be supposed 
to exasperate him to the utmost ; the next, he 
made himself be carried in his chariot into the 
mari^et place, wounded and bleeding, and gave out 
tiiat he had been waylud and put in danger of his 
fife, by the party of his enraged antagonist, although 
he had, in fact, inflicted the wounds, very harm- 
less ones of course, with his own hands. Another 
'assembly of the people was immediately convened ; 
and so general was the indignation with which they 
were filled against the authors of the supposed as- 
sassination, that it was resolved, in spite of all the 
remonstrances Solon could <^pose to it, to grant 
Pisistratus a guard of fifty persons, for the security 
of his person. Pisistratos desired nofbing better. 
He soon augmented the number as he bought fit, 
and made hims^f at length master of the citadel ; 
all his enemies betook themselves to flight, a&d he 
was left tyrant of Athens. 
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From this elevation he was twice thrown down i 
but each time he found means to reinstate himself, 
and died at last in his bed» and left his tyranny to 
his children. ** It was his artifices," says RolUn, 
** which acquired him his power ; but his moderation 
which maintained him in it." An exact submission 
to the laws, distinguished Pisistratus from most other 
usurpers ; and the mildness of his goTemment was 
such as might make many a legitimate sovereign 
blush. When Cicero was in doubt what use Caesar 
would make of his victory at Phanalia, he i^tly ob» 
served, in a letter to his friend Atticus, ** We do 
not yet know, whether the destiny of Rome will 
have us groan under a Phalaris, or live under a Pisis* 
tratus." 



TAKING OF SALAMIS. 

While the Athenians and Megarensiana were con- 
tending lor the possession of Salamis, the Adienian 
matrons repaired to Colias, to celebrate the festival 
of Ceres. Solon caused intelligence of tiib to be 
given to the Megarensians, who^ as he expected, re- 
solved to surprise the Athenian matrons in the midst 
of their revels, and, if possible, carry them off 
captives. Solon, fully apprised of theii^ intentions, 
ordered the matrons to remove oat of the way, and, 
in th^ stead, commanded a nomber of b^udless 
youths, dressed in the habit of women, and crowned 
witli garlands, but armed with concealed daggers, to 
sport and dance along the sea shore. 

The Megarmsians, deceived by i^tpeaiaiices, un- 
hesitatbgly disemboriLodt and endeavoured to seise 
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the fair seTellen, wbo, diswing their weapbns, and 
showing tiiemseWes men, cut the enemy to pieces, 
boafded their ships, and afterwards took Salamis by 
^torm. 

DEFEAT OF THE MESSENIANS. 
After the Lacedemonians had carried on war for 
upwards of twenty years against the Messenians, 
Polydorus pretended to be at variance with ll)eo-> 
pompus, the other King of Sparta, and sent a de- 
serter to acquaint the enemy that the quarrel 
would produce a mutual and open defection. The 
Messenians being on the watch, The<^<Hiipus de- 
camped, and tliat he might be ready on any emer- 
gency, concealed his army at no great distance. The 
enemy despising Polydorus now that he was alone, 
marched out of the city, with all their forces. Theo- 
pompus, instructed by his spies, stole round Hiem, 
and after taking the deserted dty, attacked the 
Messenians in &e rear, while Polydorus charged 
them in front, llms pressed by double danger, ^ey 
were easily made prisoners. 

CHANGING SIGNALS. 

Cleomenes, King of the LacedaaK>nians, being 
at war with the Aigives, pitdied his camp directly 
opposite to them. The Argives watched narrowly 
iie motions of their enemies, and regulated their 
own conduct by what ihey observed in the Lacede* 
monian camp. It was tiie custom of Cleomenes to 
^ve all his orders by the mouth of a herald. When 
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his hefM accoidingiy gaTe ocdecs tomim; tiie Aigma 
anned ; when he gave orden.to go out for necessaries, 
the Argives went oat for necessaries ; when he g^ve 
orders to rest, the Argives rested. Cleomenes now 
gave private directions that when the herald should 
proclaim the order for dinner, the soldiers should arm. 
The herald performed his office, and the Argives 
went directly to dinner. But Cleomenes, lei^ng 
out his troops, all armed, easily cut to pieces the 
unarmed and naked Argives. 

USING THE NET IN SINGLE COMBAT. 

Pittacus and Phryno having resolved to deter- 
mine their right to Sigeum by single combat, it was 
stipulated that their aims should .be equal, and of 
the same description. Accordingly, their visible 
arms were equal ; but Pittacus conceiding under his 
shield a net, Uirew it around Phryno, whom, thus 
entangled, he easily dragged along and killed. The 
net, in consequence of the .success of this artifice, 
became afterwards a favourite weapon among prise 
fighters. 

B£GUIUN(]K HUNGCR. 

. Want, as has been truly observed, .sharpens Jhe 
Wain, as well as the stomach. . In the time of Atys, 
the son of JVUnss, as we read in Herodotns, there 
was so great a scarcity of proviiBions among &e 
Lydians, that th^ were glad to have recourse to all 
sorts of subtle games, to beguile tiieir hungry boors. 
Gaming became at last so absdate a substitute for 



d by Google 



INGENUITY. 13 

food* that eveiy second day, they subsisted upon it, 
if we may so speak, entirely ; and we are assured 
they continued this alternate system of playing and 
eating, for no less than twenty-two years ; when the 
country was at length relieved of its excess of popu- 
lation, by the emigration of a large portion of it to 
Tyrrheuia, the modem Tuscany. Dice aoid ball are 
among the games said to have been Ihvented by the 
Lydians during this period of famine ; so also is 
chess, but with less appearance of probability. 
Strange that want should have been the parent of 
what so often leads to it ! 

ANDROIDES. 

.The first mention that we find of those automata 
which, on account of their representing human 
figures, are called Androides, occurs in Plato and 
Aristotle, both of whom allude to certain statues 
made by Baedalns, which could not only walk, but 
which it was necessary to tie, in order to prevent 
them from moving. Aristotle also speaks of a 
wooden Venus of this kind, and Remarks, somewhat 
obscurely, that Daedalus made it move by pouring 
in quicks&ver. The account of the heads formed 
by Roger Bacon, and Albertns Magnus, are so mixed 
with fieible, that no reliance can be placed on them. 
They are said not only to have moved, bu^ to 
have even spoken; and to have been resorted 
to as oracles by their inventors, as if those who 
possessed the secret of their movement and ar- 
ticulation, if they possessed either, could be at all 
<ieceived by the work of their own hands, whatever 
c 
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other people might be. Without uttering oracles, 
however, they might liave wagged in wise enough sort, 
to give credit to the legend, which informs us, that 
Thomas Aquinas was so alarmed when he saw the 
head made by Albertus, tliat he broke it in pieces ; 
upon which ^e afflicted artist exclaimed, ** Ah ! me, 
;there ^oes the labour of thirty years." 

In the middle of the sixteenth century, Hans 
Bulhuan, a padlock maker of Nuremberg, made 
iigures of men and women, which moved backwards 
and forwards, heat ilie drum, and played upon the 
lute. 

Strada informs us, that Turriano, whom Charles 
the Fifth, after his abdication, took witli him into 
his retirement, to assist him in his mechanical studies, 
also- made puppets, which he would introduce upon 
table after dinner, some beating drums, others 
blowing trumpets; some charging each other with 
couclied spears, and mimic ferocity« 

In the year 1729, Pere Truchet constructed an ex- 
traordinary piece of mechanism for the amusement of 
Lrtuis XIV., when a child. It consbted of a seri^ 
of moving pictures, representing an opera in five 
acts, which the little actors pejrforroed in panto- 
mime. M. Camus, for tlie same purpose, constructed 
a litlle carriage drawn by two Iiorses, containing the 
figiire of a lady, with a coachman drivmg, and a 
foq^man and page behind. When placed upon the 
table, the coachman smacked his wliip, the horses 
proceeded, moving their legs naturally ; and when 
the carriage arrived opposite the king^'sseat, it stopped, 
and the page getting down, op^ed the door; 
the lady alighted, and with a curtsey^ presented a 
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petition to the king. After a short pause, she curt- 
sied again, and re-entexed the carriage. The page 
remounted, the coachman flogged his horses, the car- 
riage moved on, and the footman, ninnihg after it, 
jumped up again behind. 

In 1738, M. Vaucanson exhibited in Paris, two 
very remarkable automata. The first was a flute 
plajer, in a sitting posture, who performed twelve 
tones ; the second was a standing figure, which 
played on a shepherd's pipe, held in its left hand, 
while with the right band it beat upon a tabor. 

The secrets of these ingenious automata have been 
explained, particularly that of the flute player, by 
Vaucanson himself, in a quarto paihphlet of a dozen 
pages, printed at Paris, in 17S8, under the title of 
Le M^chanisme du Fluteur automate, par Vaitcansatu 
From tliis it appears, that the figure was five feet and 
a half high, seated upon a fragment of rock, which 
was supported by a pedestal four feet and a half high, 
bj three and a half broad. Witliin the pedestal, 
nine pair of bellows were set in motion by clock- 
work. A peculiar contrivance m the valves, pre- 
Tented the fluttering noise which usually attends 
their opening ; and the wind was forced into three 
tubes, which ascending through the trunk, terminated 
in a single reservoir, connected with the cavity of the 
moutb* Another piece of clockwork within the pe- 
destal, was applied to commonicate the necessary 
motions to the fingers, lips, and tongue. A revolving 
cylinder, with various pegs inserted in it, raised, or 
depressed, several levers, on the principle of a barrel 
organ ; and in this manner, music b said to have been 
c 2 
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produced little inferior, if not folly equal, to the per- 
formance of a skilful living flute player. 

The piper depended upon the same principles ; 
but, from the imperfection of the instrument, pre- 
sented far greater difficulties in its completion. A 
weight of fifty-six pounds was required for the bel- 
lows which produced the highest note; such therefore 
is the effort required from the lungs of a living per- 
former ; while one ounce only sufficed for the lowest 
note. Different proportions of wind also became 
necessary to produce eren the same note, according 
as it succeeded one part or another of the scale of 
the flageolet But in the end, the mimic piper is 
said to have muc|i excelled his natural rivals. The 
fatigue of the instrument is such, that in a rapid 
movement, the notes are generally slurred by a living 
performer, but the automaton was enabled to pro- 
duce all these with dbtinct separate articulations of 
the tongue. 

But thesf automata, ingenious as they must be 
acknowledged to be, have been since surpassed by 
Maillardet, a Swiss, and one of the most ingenious 
automatical mechanists of modem times. A few 
years ago, this gentleman exhibited in London a 
female figure, which performed eighteen tunes on the 
piano-forte, at the same time that she itnitated the 
motions of natural life. The bosom heaved, the eyes 
appeared to follow the movements of the fingers over 
the keys, the pressure of which produced the notes ; 
and at the commencement and conclusion of each 
air, the image saluted the spectators by a graceful 
inclination of the head. The action of this machine, 
when wound up, continued for an hour. 



d by Google 



INOBNUItY. 17 

M. Mailitrdet at the same time exhibited the 
figure of a boy kneeliDg on one knee, and holdmg 
a pen hi his hand, with which he executed various 
dimwiag^, and pieces of writing ; alsa an automaton 
tumbler ; a little image, a few inches only in height, 
which was enclosed in a glass case (the lower part of 
which contidned the mechanism), and when set in 
motbn, threw itself into a Tariety of elegant and 
grotesque attitudes, kee|^g tone to some music pro- 
doced by the machine. 

Last of all, there was a magidaB, who returned 
answers to any questions chosen at random, from 
twenty different medallions. The medallion was 
placed in a drawer, and after some mhiutes spent in 
consultation of his books, and a soljemn morement 
of his wand, the soothsayer struck two folding doors 
aboTe hb head, which opened, and displayed the 
appropriate answer. 

Of still greater reputation than tiie androides of 
M. Maillardet, is the chess-player of M. de Kern- 
pelen ; but that it b of more merit as a mechanical 
contrivance, we are by no means hidined to believe. 
The effeeto produced by M. MaiUardet, are clearly 
referable to mechanicfti causes ; those of M. Kem- 
pelen, to human agency. — See " Automaton Chess- 
player." • 

THE AUTOMATON CHESS-PLAYER. 

Few productions in the automatical' art have 
been more admired, than the celebrated chess-player 
invented by Wolffgang de Kempelen, an Hunga- 
rian gentleman. In the year 1769, he was invited, 
c 3 
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by order of the SUnpress Maria TbereiA, to. attend 
certain magneUcal experiments exlubited by a French- 
man of the name of PeUetier. While in a familiar 
con?ersatioi| with the empress* during tins exhibition, 
M. Keippelen hinted that he thoo^ himself able fo 
construct a piece of mechanism* far more suipriBittg 
than those which her majes^ then fnHnosted* The 
ctriosity of the empress was exdted * and sh^ exaeted 
from M» Kempelen^ a promise to roali^ the attempt, 
which he kept* and in six mopfths prodoeed his anto- 
maton chess-pk^yer* which excited the highest ad- 
miration and astonishment at Vieima. . 
. For some time* M. Kempelen declined exhibtting 
his automaton in public } and akhoogh liberal offers 
were made to purchase \t, yet he laid it aside* and 
even took part of it to pieces* In this dbjointed state 
it remained for several years* until a irasit made by 
the Grand Duke Paul of Russia^ and his consort, to 
the court of Vienna* wben the empress signified a 
wish^thatit should be exhibited for their grBtifi<iatiOn« 
In five weeks it was rep»red, and the imperial visitor* 
. were so delimited by its performances, that they urged 
the proprietor to permit its .public exhibition. Heat 
length complied ; the automaton was shown in' varioos 
parts of Germany «nd France ; and in 1785*. it was 
brought to England. On the death of M. Kempelea, 
in 1819* the automaton was sold* and again visited 
the Britbh metropolis. 

The automatical pretensions of the chess-player 
have been doubted ; and certainly there were circum- 
stances connected with it* which might give rise to 
suspicion. Tbe room in which it was exlubited* had 
an iimer apartment* withu which* appeared tiie figure 
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of a Turk, of' tbe nataml nze, aittiiig behind a chest 
three £(etand a half in length, two in breadth, and 
Xno and a half in height ; to this chest was attached 
the wooden seat on which the figure sat; the diest 
,waa moveable on castors, to any part of the room. 
On the top, in the centre, was an immoveable chess* 
board, npoa which tbe eyes of the figure were fixed. 
Its right hand ^and artti were extended 6n the chest, 
and its left, somewhat raised, held a pipe. Certain 
doors, two in the firont, and two in the back of the 
chest, were opened, and a drawer in tiie bottom of it, 
containing the chessmen and a cnshion, whereon to 
place the arm of tbe figure, were pulled out. Two 
lesser doors were also opened in the body of the 
figure, and a candle was held within the cavities thus 
iKsplayed. The door and the drawer having been closed, 
the exhibiter wound up tiie works, placed a cushion 
under the aim of «the figure, and challenged any. in- 
dividual of the company present to play. 

In playing, the automaton always made choice of 
the first move, and the white pieces. It also played 
with the left arm; the inventor, as it is said, not 
having perceived the mistake till his work was too far 
advanced to alter it The hand and fingers opened 
on touchingthe piece, which it grasped and conveyed 
to the proper square. After a move, made by its 
antagonist, the automaton paused for a few moments, 
as if con^mplating the game. On giving check to 
the king, it made a signal with its head. If a false 
move was made by its antagonist, it tapped on the 
chest impatiently, replaced the piece, and claimed tbe 
move for itself as an advantiige. If the antagonist 
deiajed wy comidend^le time, tbe automaton tapped 
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smaitl^ on the chesty wkh the right hand. In M. 
Kempelen's dnie, the game was invariably won by the 
aatomaion, though it was repeatedly lost when, on his 
death, it was purchased by M. Maelzel. At the 
close of the game, the automaton moved the knigfat, 
with its proper motion, over each of the sixty-three 
squares of the board in turn, without missing one, 
and without a single return to the sai^e square. 

As these phenomena appear at first sight for beyond 
what mere mechanism can effect, various conjectures 
have been offered, as to the means by whidi they are 
produced. Although positive proof is wanting, there 
are strong reasons, however, for. believing that the 
movements are not those of a mere aut<miaton ; for 
notwithstanding the apparent display of the interior 
of the chest, and the figure, yet ample space is left 
unopened, for the concealment of a person, of oi^&iary 
size, behind a false back to the narrowest division 
only. 

It is to be remarked, that the machinery is ahrays 
exhibited in a fixed state, but carefully excluded 
- from view when in motion ; so that it is impossible to 
ascertain how far it is, in' truth, connected with the 
autoiuaton. No variation ever takes place in the 
precise order in which the doors are opened ; and in 
. winding up tlie clockwork, the key always appears 
limited to a certain number of revolutions, however 
different may have been the number of movesperformed 
in the game. Sixty-three moves have sometimes been 
executed without winding up ; and once it was ob- 
served to be wound up, without the intervention of n 
single move. 
All these dzcomstaAoes are deddediy opposed to 
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the supposition (abitractly most unphilosophical) that 
the machioery possesses any power of chaogingits ope- 
rations, according to the Taiying situations of a game 
of chess ; or has, in fact, any thing to do witli the 
business beyond serving tiie mere purpose of optical 
delusion. 

liCt us consider farther the change in skill which 
has taken place in this automaton. In the time of 
M* Kempelen it was never beat ; in the hands of its 
present possessor, M. Maelzel, it is often. Whether 
is it more likely that a i)tachina of wood and metal 
should forget its cunning, or that the invisible player 
of the present day should be less skilled In the game 
than his predecessor ? 

Neither may it be out of place to. call to mind, 
that Hungary, where this mechanical wonder had its 
prigin, shares with Poland and Russia, the honour of 
being the region of that tiny order of human beings, 
yclep'd dyrarfs, who can creep into, and live and act 
in, places of vastly inferior dimensions to what would 
be required for mere ordinary men. If Jeffery Hud- 
son could be served up in a pye to Charles the 
Second ; we do not see why a Jefiery Secundus, as 
skilled in chess-playing as hb prototype was in in- 
trigue might not with equal ease be secreted in the 
apparatus of M. Kempelen. 

ARTIFICIAL BIRDS. 

Automatical animals, as well as human figures, are 
often mentioned by ancient writers. Aulius Gel- 
lios describes a wooden pigeon made by Archytas of 
Tarentum, which possessed the power of flying ; but 
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which, when it had once settled, could not renew its 
flight. Cassiodorus, in the sixth century, speaks of some 
machines invented hy Boetins, in the following brief 
but expressive terms : " Metals lowe, the birds of 
Diomedes trumpet in brass, the brazen serpent hisses, 
counterfeited swallows chatter, and such as have no 
proper note, from brass send forth harmonious sounds." 
Jolm MuNer, better known by die name of Regio- 
montanus, in the fifteenth centuiy, must have been a 
very ingenious maker of automata, if we may credit 
the only authority on which they rest, that of Peter 
Kamus, who, however, did notflourbh until a hundred 
years afterwards. Ramus tefy gravely relates, that 
Regiomontanus fabricated a wooden eagle, which, on 
the Emperor Manmilian's paying Nuremberg a visit, 
flew out to meet him, and after saluting him in due 
form, turned round, and accompanied the royal pro- 
cession to the city gated. The story has also received 
a poetical shape from the pen of Du Bartas. 

" Why should I not that wooden eagle mention, 
A learned German's late admir'd invention. 
Which mounting from his fist that fram'd her. 
Flew far to greet the German emperor ? , 
And having met him, with her nimble train. 
And pliant wings, turning about again. 
Followed him close unto the castle gate 
Of Nuremberg ; which all their shows of state. 
Streets hang'd with arras, arches curious built. 
Grey-headed senate, and youth's gallantries, 
Grac'd not so much as only this device." 

Du Bartas goes on to relate another equally credible 
instance of this great artist's skill. — 
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*' Once as tbb artist, more with mirth than meat. 
Feasted some friends, whom he esteemed great. 
Forth from his hand an iron fly flew out ; 
Which, having flown a perfect round about. 
With weary wings retum'd unto her master. 
• • • « • . « 

O wit divine ! that in the narrow womb 
Of a small fly, conld find sufHcient room 
For all those springs, wlieels, counterpoise, and 

chains. 
Which stood instead of life, and blood, and brains." 

With the eagle and fly of Regiomontauns, we 
may rank the wooden sparrows with whidi Tnr- 
fiano is said to have amused the Emperor Cliarles 
the Fifth, by making them fly of their own accord 
about his dining room. Either such things never 
existed, or their powers have been most prepos- 
terously overrated. However great and surprising 
the achievements of mechanism may be, the movements 
which spring from it, are necessarily limited and uni- 
form; it cannot have imparted to it tlie faculty of 
volition, so as to vary its operations according to cir- 
cumstances ; And, therefore, we can be at no difficulty 
in deciding, that ther« can be no truth in artificial 
birds flying abroad and returning at pleasure, as these 
stories imply. It is not improbable, Iiowever, that a 
loveof the marvellous, so common to all states of igno- 
rance, may have led to this fictitions embellishment of 
what were, in reality, very extraordinary efforts of 
mechanism. 

Of the real extent to which art can go in the imita- 
tion of animal nature, modem times have fumbhed as 
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extraordinary, and at the same time as authentieaUdf 
instances, as need be required. Vaacanson, who has 
been one of the roost successful in experiments of thb 
kind, exhibited among other automata, a dodL of the 
size of life, which moved its wings, quacked, drank 
water, ate com, and what is more — digetted it ! De 
Gennes, who about the year 1688, defended the colony 
of St. Christopher against the English, is said to have 
constructed a peacock, which performed aU the func- 
tions of Vaocanson's duck ! 

Mr. Maillardet carried animal automata still farther. 
Among the curiosities of this description, which he 
exhibited, was an oval box, about three inches long, 
which opened of itself, when a humming bird flew 
from its nest, and after fluttering for some time with 
its wings, commenced warbling! The notes were loud 
and clear, and when the bird had finished, it darted 
into its nest, and the lid closed ; the action of this 
machine lasted four minutes. A spider of steel ran 
upon a table for three minutes; a serpent crawled 
about and hissed for seven ; and a caterpillar, a lizard, 
and a mouse, all closely imitated the natural actions 
of the beings they represented. 

WONDERS OF LITTLENESS. 

" As the great extreme of dimensions,^ says Burke, 
'* is sublime, so the last extreme of littleness is in 
some measure sublime likewise." Neither are the 
bounds small within which our belief should be cir* 
cumscribed, when it is to instances of delicacy, oi 
minuteness of workmanship, that we are required to 
give credence. Pl'my and ^lian relate, that Myr- 
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mecides. wrought out of ivory, a chariot with four 
wheels and four horses* and a ship with all her 
tackling, both in so small a compass, that a bee could 
hide either with its wings. Nor should we doubt 
this, when we find it reccmied in our own domestic 
bistorj, on less questionable authority (^Faytfu Anru), 
that in the twentieth year of Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
a blacksmith of London, of the name of Mark Scaliot, 
made a lock of iron, steel, and brass, of eleven pieces, 
and a pipe key, all of which only weighed one grain. 
Scaliot also made a chain of gold, of forty-three links, 
which he fastened to the lock and key, and put it 
round the neck of a flea, which drew the whole with 
perfect ease. The chain, key, lock, and flea, alto- 
gether, weighed but one grun and a half! 

Hadrianus Juifius saw at Mechlin in Brabant, a 
cherrystone cut into the form of a basket, in which 
were fourteen pair of dice distinct, the spots and 
numbers of which, were easily to be discerned with a 
good eye. 

But still more extraordinary than this basket of 
dice, or any thing we have yet mentioned, must have 
been a set of turnery shown at R6me, in the time of 
Pope Paul the Fifth, by one Shad of Mitelbracb, who 
had purchased it from the artist Oswaldus Nortbingerus. 
It consisted of tixteen hundred dishes, which were aH 
perfect and complete in every part, yet so small and 
slender, that the whole could be easily enclosed in a 
case fabricated out of a peppercorn of the ordinary size ! 
The Pope is said to have himself counted them, but with 
the help of a pair of spectacles, for they were so very 
small, as to be almost invisible to the naked eye. 
Although his holiness thus satisfied his own eyes of 
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the fact, ha did not, we are assured, reqsire oC those 
about him to subscribe to it on the credit of his in- 
fallibility, for lie gave every one an opportonitj of 
examining and judging for himself ; and among the 
persons thus highly favoured, particular reference is 
made to Caspar Schioppins, aiid Johannes Faber, a 
physician of Rome, (S&rviu Diuert, de Arnutrio.) 

Turriano, of whose skiU so many wonderful thuigs 
are related, is said to have fabncated iron mills, which 
moved of themselves, so minute in siae, that a monk 
could carry one in hb sleeve ; and yetit was powerful 
enough to grind, in a single day, grain enough for the 
consumption of eight men. 

On the birthday of his majesty. George the 
Third, in 1764, Mr. Arnold, a watch maker of 
London, waited on the king, with a curious repeating 
watch which he had constructed. His majesty, as 
well as the rest of the royal family^ to whom Mr. 
Arnold was introduced, expressed their utmost ad* 
miration of the work : and extraordinary it must in- 
deed be considered, when it is known that this re- 
peating watch was in diameter somewhat less than a 
silver twopence ; that it contained one hundred and 
twenty distinct parts ; and that altogether it weighed 
no more than five pennyweights, seven grains, and 
three fourths. May we not consider this as the ne 
plus ultra, or very sublimity, of littleness ? 

In penmanship, the productions of this class have 
been very nnmetoas, and some of them not a little 
eztraorduiary. In the reign of Queen Elisabeth, as 
Dr. Heylin, in lus life of Kmg Charles, relates, 
" There was one who wrote the Ten Commandments, 
the Creed, the Pater Noster, the queen's name, and the 
year of our Lord, within the compass of a penny ; and 
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gave ber majesty a pair of spectacles, of socb an arti- 
ficial making, that, by the help thereof, she did plainly 
and distinctly discern ereiy letter*" How mach is 
thb, however, surpassed by the performance of a 
writing engraTer of tlie present day, a Air. DaTies, 
of London, who has engraved the Creed, Lord's 
Prayer, Ten Commandments, and his own name, 
all in Uie size of a riker penny ! 

A gentleman now living in Liverpool, has written 
the whole of Mr. Roscoe's poem of *< Monnt Pleasant," 
in a square of 3 l-6th inch by t 7- J 6th inches ; 
Goldsmith's Poem of " The Traveller" (488 lines) in 
a square of 3| inch by 3^ inches; the book of the 
I^ropbet Malachi, in a kind of pyramid, not exceeding 
an ordinary little finger in bulk ; and the Lord's 
Prayer, in the circle of 3-16th of an inch, which may 
be distinctly read with a magnifymg glass, and by 
some without that help. It b very common to see 
the Lord's Prayer written or engraved in the space of 
a sixpence ; but the specimen just mentioned is less 
than an ordinary sixpence, in proportion as one is to 
sixteen. 



A WATER QUACK. 

In the year 1728, one Villars told his friends in con- 
fidence, that his uncle,who had lived almost an hundred 
years, and who died only by accident, had left him a 
oertun preparation, which had the virtue to prolong a 
man's life to an hundred and fifty years, if he lived 
writh sobriety. When he happened to observe the 
procession of a funeral, he shrugged up his shoulders 
in pity. " If the deceased," said he, " had taken my 
n 2 
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medkioe, he would not be where he is." His frieods, 
among whom he dUtribated it generous^, observing 
the condign leqnired, found its utiUi^, and extolled 
it. He was thence eiiconraged to sell it at a crown 
the bottle ; and the sale was prodigious. It was no 
more than the water of the Seine, mixed with a little 
nitre. Those who made use of it, and were attentive 
at the same time to the regimen, or who were happy 
in good constitutions, soon recovered their usual 
health. To others he observed : " It is your own 
fault if you be not perfectly cured ; yoiihave been in- 
temperate and incontinent, renounce these vices, and 
believe me, you will live at least an hundred and fifty 
years." Some of them took his advice, and his wealth 
grew with bis reputation. The Abb^ Pones extolled 
this quack, and gave him the preference to the Maris- 
cbal de Villars ; " the latter," says he, « kills men, the 
former prolongs their existence." At length it was 
discovered, that Villars's medicbe was tTompoaed 
chiefly of river water ; his practice was now at an end, 
men had recourse to other quacks. 

Villars was certainly of no disservice to his patients, 
and can only be reproached with selling the water of 
the Seine at too high a price. 

CUNNING ASTROLOGER. 

An astrologer in the reign of X^ouis the. Eleventh of 
France, having foi^told something disagreeable to the 
king ; hb majes^, in revenge, resolved to have him 
killed. The next day he sent for the astrologer, and 
ordered the people about him, at a signal giren, to 
throw the astrologer out of the window. As soon as 
the king saw him, ** You that pretend," said he, " to 
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be such a wise man, and know so perfectly the iate of 
otherar, inform me a little what will be your own, and 
how long yon have to live i" The astrologer, who now 
began to apprehend some danger, answered with great 
presence of mind, " I know my destiny, and am cer- 
tain I shall die three days before yonr majesty." 
llie king on this was so far from having him thrown 
out. of the window, that, on the eontraiy, he took 
particolar care not to soffer him to want any thing, 
and did all that was possible to retard the death of 
one whom he was likely so soon to follow* 



A DIFFICULT PASSAGE. 

A marshal of France, when confined in the Bas- 
Ule, was one day busily employed in taming over the 
leaves of the Bible ; and being asked what he was 
looking for, replied, " A passage that I cannot find — 
a way to get out of prison." 

HIEROGLYPHICAL EMBASSY. 

After the Scythians had laid waste their conntiy 
before the legions of Darius, and thus reduced the in- 
vading army to the greatest distress for want of pro- 
visions.; they sent an ambassador to the Peruan king, 
to present him with a bird, a mouse, a frog, and .five 
aOrrows. The ambassador was asked, what these 
presents meant ? He answered, that he had nothing 
£lse in charge but to deliver them, and return with all 
«peed ; but that the Persians, if thegr'were ingenious, 
would discover what interpretation to put upon them. 
D 3 
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DariuAfjodgiBg According to hiswiahes^gftreit as his 
q[>iaiQD« that ^ey. w^ie tokens of snbmkslon. ** The 
moase," ssud he, " being bred in the earth, indicates 
tiiat they yield up their lands ; the frog, liying in 
water, that they yield np also their lakes, rivers, 6cc', 
the bir^, represented all the wild and tame fowl ; and the 
delivering up the five arrows, was the same with the 
^ydiians,as delivering op arms is with other nations." 
** Alas !" said Gobryas, one of the seven princes who 
had ejected the magi, " it is far otherwise. For, O 
Persians I unless as bhrds ye fly in the air, or as mice 
ye retreat under the earth, or as frogs ye swim in the 
water; ye shall never return whence ye came, but 
shall perish by these arrows.'* And so, in fact, it 
turned out ; for it was only by the merest accident, 
that Darius and the whole of the army were not cut 
off by the Scythians. 

THE CHARM. 

The Abb6 Kaynal was the first to give publicity to 
the following remarkable instance of Highland inge- 
nuity and courage ; but giving no name to the hero of 
the anecdote, or authority for its truth, it has been gene- 
rally regarded as a fit companion to the story of Polly 
Baker, imposed on the Abb6 by Benjamin Franklm. 
The incident is, however, undoubtedly true. The 
hero of it was a serjeant of Montgomery's Highland 
regiment, and his name Allan Macpherson. Being 
taken prisoner by the Indians, he was doomed to 
witness the miserable spectacle of several of his com- 
rades tortured to death. Seeing them preparing to 
commence the same operations upon himself, he made 
signs that he had something to commonicato. An in- 
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erpreterwAB broogbt. Macpbersoa told them, tfiat 
provided his life was spared for a few minutes, he 
would communicate the secret of an extraordinary 
medicine, which, if applied to the skin, would cause 
it to resbt the strongest blow of a tomahawk or sword, 
and that if they would allow him to go to the woods with 
a guard, to collect the plants proper for this medicine,, 
he would prepare it, and allow the experiment to be 
tried on hb own neck, by the strongest and most 
expert warrior amongst them. This story easily gained 
npon the superstitious credulity of the Indians, and 
the request of the Highlander was immediately com- 
plied with. Being sent into the woods, he soon re- 
turned with such herbs as he chose to pick up. Having 
boiled these herbs, he rubbed his neck with their juice, 
and, laying his head on a log of wood, desired the 
strongest man among them, to strike at his neck with 
hb tomahawk, when he would find that he could not 
n^ake the smsdlest impression ! An Indian, levelling a 
blow with all hb nught, cut with such force, that the 
head flew off to the dbtance of several yards. The 
Indians were fixed in amazement attheir own credulity, 
and the address with which the prisoner had escaped 
the lingering death prepared for him ; but instead of 
being enraged at thb escape of their victim, they were 
so pleased with hb ingenuity, that ihey refnuned 
from inflicting further cruelties on 'the remainder of 
the prboners. 

TRIUMPHS OF THE PULLEY. 

A very extraordinary experiment, and which may 
be considered as one of the greatest triumphs ever 
achieved by that mechanical power, the pulley, was 
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made at Pljrmoiith, on the 1st of July, 1817. It had 
been some time fai contemplatiob, to pull up a line of 
battle ship, on one of the building slips ; and the Tigre, 
of 80 guns, was fixed on foi the experiment; but, on 
inspecting her, she was found to be not worth repairing, 
and the Kent was substituted. Two frigates, the Diana 
and the Melampus, had been hauled up with facility 
on the slips at Blackburn's yard, Catwater ; and the 
Resistance, in Plymouth yard ; but, although the ma- 
chinery was in every respect most powerful, and more 
than sufficient to effect tlie purpose, yet the ground 
(newly made) in which the bollards (huge posts) were 
fixed, wassh^enby thetremendous strain, and duri^ff 
the operation, it was much feared that it would g(vle 
way before the ship could be got up. This was the 
only point in which it was thought the experiment 
could fail in the case of the Kent ; as,^ to use the 
words of a most intelligent officer, who superintended 
the fixing of the blocks, tackles, &c., the machmery 
was not only sufficiently powerful to puU her upon the 
slip, but to weigh and suspend her in the air. 

The purchases were immense, and beyond all con- 
ception, numerous and effiectiTe. Sixteen hundred 
men were employed at the capstans. The first hour 
was taken up in heaving the purchases tight, and at 
four o'clock, the Kent of 80 guns, and weighmg 1964 
tons, was lifted completely out of the water, and 
placed high and dry in a cradle, to the delight and 
astonishment of thousands of spectators. Thb was 
indeed the triumph rfthejmlUy, 

A similar experiment, but on a smaller scale, has 
been made at New York, in America. The new 
frigate Potomac, of the class of 44 guns, and weighing, 
with the apparatus attached to her, about 1600 tons. 
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was the ship with which it was tried. Tboagh a light 
wind prevailed, the ship was introduced without ac- 
cident between the ways on which she was to ascend, 
and at nine o'clock the power of three windlasses^ 
worked by forty or fifty men each, was applied to 
the immense floating castle, and she began slowly to 
ascend* The operation was continued successfully, 
till the ship was drawn almost out of the water. At 
this moment, the lashings which connected the block 
of the centre purchase, with the large cable, that passed 
around the ship, fore and aft, and drew her on, parted. 
This accident had been guarded against, and means 
taken, in case of such an occurrence, to prevent the 
' s^p from running back. The vessel, therefore, re- 
muned firm in her place ; but, as it required some 
hours to repair the damage, the remainder of the 
operation was defened until next morning, when it 
was completed. 

DETECTING A THIEF. 
I knew,^says Voltaire, at London, a physician of 
the name of Brown, who had practised at Barbadoes, 
where he had a sugar work, and negroes. Having been 
robbed of a considerable sum, he called together his 
slaves. " My friends," said he, " the great serpent 
appeared to me in the middle of the night, and told 
me, that the person who stole my money, should, at 
this instant, have a feather on the tip of hb nose." 
The thief immediately put his hand to his nose. ** It 
is you, sirrah !" cried tiie roaster, " who robbed me." 
The simple negro confessed the theft, and the phy- 
sician recovered hb money. But, as Voltaire drily 
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addi, " for such tricks to succeed again, one must have 
to do with negroes.*' * 

FBAUD IN DRAWING LOTS. 

Wtien Crespbontes, Teroenns, and the sons of 
Aristodemas, were sharing Peloponnesus among 
them, the whole country was, by common consent, 
<livided into three lots — Sparta, Argos, and Messena. 
Crespbontes, desirous to become master of Messena, 
as it was the best, made this proposal. Let Sparta 
or Argos follow the first and second lots as they come 
up ; but let Messena be the appendage of the third. 
It was so agreed, and the parties were to throw l«(s - 
of white stone into a pitcher filled with water. Cres- 
pbontes, however, dropt a lot of white clay resembling 
a stone, which immediately dissolved. The lots of 
stone coming forth, gave Argos to Temenus, and 
Sparta to the children of Aristodemos. Thus Cres- 
phontes seemed to receive as the gift of fortune, what 
was, in fact, the acquisition of art. 

AN ARCHBISHOP PUNNED OUT OF A 
MANOR. 

Fuller tells us, in his History of the Church, that 
£arl Godwin having a mind to the rich manor of 
Boseliam in Sussex, complimented Robert, Archbishop 
of Canterbury out of it, in the following singular 
manner. Coming to the archbishop, he said. Da 
mihi Bguham, (pronounced like badum, a kiss) an 
usual favour to solicit from the head of the church. 
The archbi^p Imswered, Do tibi basium, and there- 
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with gtTe the earl a holy kiss ; '' holy/' says honest 
Fuller, " as meant, but a crafty one as taken ; for 
Godwin presently posted to Boseham, and took pos- 
session thereof; and though there was neither real 
intention in him who passed It away, nor valuable 
consideration to him, but a mere circumvention ; yet 
snch was Godwin's power, and the Archbishop's 
poorness of spirit, that he quietly enjoyed it." 

A HIT IN DIPLOMACY. 

The Lampsacenians having given great offence to 
Alexander the Great, sent Anazimenes as their am- 
bassador to appease him. Alexander, at the first 
sight of him, broke out into a great passion, and told 
Anaximenes not to trouble him with his solicitations, 
for I swear, added he, " that were you my master, I 
would not do what you mean to desire me." *'Be it 
as thou hast sworn, O king I" said the ambassador, 
calmly, *' Anaximenes, if thy master, would only ask 
of Alexander, that he would utterlj^ destroy the 
country of his master." Alexander, by the terras of 
bis vow, was of course bound to deny this request, 
though so agreeable to his wishes at the moment ; 
bat be had too much respect for wit and presence of 
mind in an ambassador, to feel any temptation to 
eyade fulfilment, and Lampsacus was spared. 



LONDON AND SHEFFIELD CUTLERY. 

When the town of Shefiield first became famous 
for the manufacture of cutlery, a very curious knife. 



d by Google 



36 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

calcolated for a variety of uses, was executed with 
great care, and sent tq the Cutler's Conjpany in 
London. On one of tlie blades was engraved the 
following challenge : 

" Sheffield made both haft and blade ; 

London, for thy life, show me such another knife." 

The London catlers, to show that they were not in- 
ferior to their more northern brethren, finished, and 
sent down to Sheffield, a pen knife, containing only 
one well tempered blade, in which was a cavity, and 
in the cavity, a piece of straw, fresh and unsinged. 
Some lines on the blade, mentioning this fact, induced 
the Sheffield cutlers to break it, when they found the 
straw, and unable to account for the manner in which 
it was done, or to imitate it, they confessed them- 
selves surpassed in ingenuity. 

JAMES FERGUSON. 

** My taste for mechanics," says Mr. Feiguson, in 
a sketch of hb own life, " arose from an odd accident 
When about seven or eight years of age, a part of 
the roof of the house being decayed, my father ap- 
plied a prop and lever to an upright spar, to raise it 
to its former situatbn ; ahd, to my great astonish- 
ment, I saw him, widiout considering the reason, 
lift up the ponderous roof, as if it had been a small 
weight. I attributed thb, at first, to a degree of 
strength that excited my terror as well as wonder ; 
but bulking farther of the matter, I recollected that 
he had applied his strength to that end of the lever 
which was ftirthest from the prop, and finding, on ta* 
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quirj, that this was the means by which the seeming 
wonder was effected, I began making leTers (which I 
then called ban) ; and by applying weights to them 
different ways, I found the power given by my bar, 
was just in proportion to the lengths of the different 
parts of the bar, on cither side of the prop. I then 
thought it was a great pity, bat what, by means of 
this bar, a weight could be raised but a very little 
way. On this I soon imagined, that by pullmg round 
a wheel, the weight might be raised to any height, 
by tying a rope to the weight, and winding the rope 
round the axle of the wheel, and that the power gained 
most be just as great as the wheel was broader than 
the axle was tliick, and found it to be exactly so, by 
hanging one weight to a rope put round the wheel, 
and another to the rope that coiled round the axle, 
30 that in these two machines, it appeared very plain, 
that their advantage was as great as the space gone 
through by the working power exceeding the space 
gone through by the weight ; and thb property, I 
thought, must take place in a wedge for cleamg 
wood, but then I happened not to thmk of the screw. 
I then wrote a sliort account of the machines, and 
sketched out figures of them with a pen, imagining it 
to be the first treatise of the Jund that ever was 
written." So early did this author's genius for me- 
chanics first appear ; and from such small beginnings 
did that knowledge spring, for which he was after- 
wards so justly distinguished. 
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WANT OF ARMS AND HANDS SUPPLIED. 

In the Tillage of Ditcheat» four miles from Sbeptoa 
Mallet, Somersetsbire, there was livingi a few years 
ago, a man of the name of Kingston, who was bom 
withoat arms or shoulders, but possessed, notwith- 
standing, all the strength, power, and dexterity of 
the ablest and most regular made men, and exercised 
every function of life. He fed, dressed, and un- 
dressed himself. Being a farmer by occupation, be 
performed the usual business of the field, foddered 
bis cattle^ made his ricks, cut his hay, caught his horse, 
and saddled and bridled him. He could lift ten 
pecks of beans, and throw a sledge hammer farther thaa 
any other man could ', he had fought a stout battle, 
and come off rictorions. His teeth, feet, and toes, 
were his only helps in these various opemtions ; and 
it may readily be conceived, that great must have 
been tiie ingenuity which could make these equal to 
so many purposes to which they are naturally in- 
adequate. 

ARABIAN WATER CLOCK. 

The attention of artists in the East, was early di« 
rected to the automatical embellishment of horolo- 
gtcal machines. Bossoet gives an account of a 
clepsydra, or water clock, presented by the Cal^ 
Haroun Alraschid, to Charlemagne, of a curious con- 
struction. Twelve small doors in the dial respec- 
tively opened at the hours which they represented ; 
and little balls equalling the particular hour in num* 
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ber, falling ont, struck the time opos a brazen bell. 
The doors continued open till noon, ^hen twelye 
little knights, mounted on horseback, issued forth, one 
from each door ; and having paraded round the dial, 
shot themselves in again. 

ENGLISH CLOCK-WORK. 

Some years ago, two clocks of great ingenuity, 
and elegant workmanship, were made in London, 
and presented by the East India Company to the 
£o4>eror of China. Each dock was ki the form of 
a chariot, in which was placed, in a fine attitude, a 
lad^ leaning her right hand upon a part of the cliariot ; 
and under ii was the clock, of curious workmanship, 
UjkUe k»ger than a shilling, that strack and repeated 
the hours, and that would go eight days. Upon the 
finger of the lady, sits a bird finely modelled, and 
set with diamonds and rubies, with its wings ex- 
panded in a flying posture ; and it actually flutters for 
a considerable time, on touching a diamond button 
below it The body of the bird, though it contains 
part of the wheels that give motion to it, is not more 
than one sixteenth of an inch in sise. The lady 
holds in her left hand a gold tube, not much thicker 
than a large pin, on the top of which, is a small round 
box, to which a circular ornament, set with diamonds, 
not larger than a sixpence, is fixed, which goes round 
for nearly three hours, in a regular and constant 
motion. Over the lady's head, is a double umbrella, 
supported by a small fluted pillar, no larger than a 
quill. Under the largest umbrella, a bell is fixed, at 
a considerable distance from the clock, with which it 
£ 2 
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seems to have no connection ; but, in reality, a com- 
monication u secretly conTeyed to a hammer, that 
regularly strikes the hoor, and repeats the same at 
pleasure, by toncbing a diamond button fixed to the 
clock below. At the feet of the lady, is a gold dog ; 
before it, from the point of the chariot, are two 
birds, fixed on spiral springs, the wings and feathers 
of which are set with stones of various colours, and 
appear as if flying away with the chariot, which, 
from another secret motion^ is contrived to run in a 
straight, circular, or indeed any other direction ; a 
boy that lays hold of the chariot behind, seems also 
to push it forward. Above the umbrella, are floweis 
and ornaments of precious stones ; and it tenninates 
with a flying dragon, ornamented in a similar man* 
ner. The whole is of gold, most delicately executed, 
and embellished with rabies and pearls. 

CLOCK OF HEIDELBERG. 

In the tower of the town-house of Heidelberg, in 
Germany, there was, of old, a clock so constructed, 
that when the hours struck, the figure of an old man 
pulled ofi^ his hat, a cock crowed and clapped its 
wings, soldiers fought with one anotlier, &c. ; but ihh 
curious piece of workmanship, with the castle and 
town, were burnt by the French in 1693. 



SPECIMEN OF SCOTTISH CLOCK-WORK. 

At Pittenween in Scotland, about fifty years ago, 
there was made and exhibited by Mr. Smith, clock 
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and watchmaker of that place, an aatomatical clock, 
which, from the description given of it at the time, 
appears to have equalled any things of the kind ever 
produced ; and to have comprehended a very striking 
illostration of the musical and religious character of 
the Scotch. 

*• The case," says the description, " which is of the 
finest mahogany, is seven feet high, with fluted 
colomns on each side of the body ; part of the flutes 
are fiHed with brass, gilt with gold, and brass Co- 
rinthian bases and capitals of the same. The head 
has columns at the comers, and capitals the same. 
The upper part of the head is ornamented with 
carving, fret work, bird's eye, and gilding, with a 
golden bird, having its wings extended, standing on 
the middle of the head. This case contains a large 
eight-day musical clock, with three dial plates, and 
a chime of sixteen bells. 

<* The work is divided in five diflerent parts, each 
of which has its own particular weight The first 
is the going part; the second drives a small musical 
banel, which plays a pleasant chime at the first, 
second, and third quarters, and plays once over, a 
favourite tune, before striking the hour; the third 
part strikes the hour, and the fourth drives a large 
musical barrel, containing eight celebrated Scotch 
tones, one of which it plays every three hours, with 
great exactness, playing all the stnuns twice, and the 
tune also twice over ; tlie last part changes the tune. 
As soon as one tune is done, the clock plays all the 
eight of herself, in the twenty-four hours. The front 
dial plate, which is about fifteen inches large, has an 
arch, which shows the hours, minutes, and seconds, 
E 3 
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with the name and day of the month, witboot Tana^ 
tion, throoghuut the whole year ; even on the 28th ol 
February, the clock turns oat all the odd days in one 
night, and brings in the 1st of March next morning. 
In this plate there are also two small hands, one of 
wliich discovers the day of the week. When Son- 
day comes, the words cast up, are, ' Remember Son- 
day," because at twelve on Saturday night, she stops 
playing till twelve strike on Sunday night, when she 
begins her music, and plays all the week till Saturday 
come again. The other hand stops the music, hours, 
and quarters, at pleasure. 

" The dial plate on the right hand is abotit eight 
inches, with an arch. It contains a hand that points 
to the name of the tune the clock plays, and can be 
set to play any of them one pleases ; which she does 
by pulling a cord, and a small hand on the aich, 
by which she can be set to pUy common or treble 
time. The dial on the left hand is of the same sin 
or dimensions as the one on tlie right. It represents 
the front of a house, with a door in the middle, 
and a front stair, with the king's arms on the arch. 
At each side of the door stands a sentinel with his 
arras, in the livery of the city guard of Edinburgh, 
painted on brass. In the inside of the middle 
of the door, you see the macer to the lords of coundl 
and session, dressed in his robe, with the mace in his 
right hand ; and as»80on as the clock begins to play, 
he takes off his hat witli his left hand, walks past the 
door ; then the fifteen lords, dressed in their robes, 
without hats, follow in procession. The whole b well 
painted on thin brass, and several of the lords are 
allowed to be striking likenesses. The whole pro- 
cession very much resembles life." 
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Mr. Smith being asked by some geotlemen whether 
or not so many movements would be liable to go 
wrong, or hart the going of the clock ? he answered, 
not in the least, for that every part was distinct by 
itself, and there was rather less burthen on the going 
part, than in a plain eight-day clock. 

BLIND TAILOR. 

The late family tailor of Mr. Macdonald, of Clan- 
ronald, in Sooth Uist, InTemess-shire, lost his sight 
fifteen years before his death ; yet he still continued 
to work for the family as before ; not indeed with the 
same expedition, but with equal correctness. It is 
well known how difficult it is to make a Tartan dress, 
because every stripe and colour (of which there are 
many) must fit each other with mathematical exact- 
ness : hence it is that very few tailors, who enjoy 
their sight, are capable of executing this task. Blind 
Macqoarrie having received orders to make for Mr. 
Macdonald a complete suit of Tartan, within a given 
time, proceeded to work without delay. It so hap- 
pened, that Mr. Macdonald passed at a late hour at 
night through the room where the blind tailor was 
working, and hearmg some low singing, he asked, 
who was there ? to which the poor blind tailor an- 
swered, " 1 am here, wod^ing at your honour's hose." 
" How," says the gentleman, forgetting that he was 
blind, *< can you woriL without a candle ?" " Oh ! 
please your honour," rejoined the tailor, "midnight 
darkness is as clear to roe as noonday." In fact, by 
the sense of touch only, he was enabled to distin- 
guish all the different colours in the Tartan. 
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A CRYSTAL SUMMER HOUSE. 

Furetiere has given a description of a vcrj cunoa» 
summer house, invented for the King of Skra, and 
which is in one of his country palaces. The tables, 
the chairs, closets, &c., are all composed of crystal. 
The walls, the ceiling, and the floors, are formed of 
pieces of ice, of about an inch thick, and six feet 
square, so nicely united by a cement, which is as 
transparent as glass itself, that the most subtile water 
cannot penetrate. There is but one door, which 
shuts so closely, that it is as impenetrable to the water 
as the rest of this singular building. . A Chinese en- 
gineer has constructed it thus, as a certahi remedy 
against the insupportable heat of tho climate. This 
pavilion is tweuty -eight feet in length, and seventeen 
in breadth ; it is placed in the midst of a great 
basin, paved and ornamented with marble of yarioas 
colours. They fill this basin with water in about a 
quarter of an hour, and it is emptied as quickly. 
When you enter the pavilion, the door is immediately 
closed, and cemented with mastick, to hinder the 
water from entering ; it is then they open the sluices; 
and this great basin is filled, so that the pavilion is 
entirely under water, except the top of the dome, 
which is left untouched, for the benefit of respiration. 
Nothing is more charming than the agreeable cool- 
ness of this delicious place, while the extreme fer- 
vour of the sun bulls on the surface of the freshest 
fountains. 
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INVENTION OF STOCKING FRAMES. 

At the close of the sixteenth century, William Lee, 
Master of Arts, and Fellow of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, first invented a stocking frame. Tradition 
attributes the origin of this curious invention to a 
pique he had taken against a town's woman with 
whom he was in love, and who it seems disregarded 
bis passion. She got her livelihood by knitting 
stockings ; and with the unamiable view of depreciating 
her employment, he constructed this frame. He first 
worked at it himself, and taught his brothen and 
others of his relations. He practised bis new inven- 
tion some time at Calverton, near Nottingham (which 
place has ever since been celebrated for its stocking 
manufactory), and is said to have worked for Queen 
Elizabeth. 

OBTAINING AN INTRODUCTION. 
A poor .young fellow in France, who was desti- 
tute of employment, fixed his eye on a small office, 
tlie salary of which was far from being considerable. 
It was in the patronage of a nobleman, to whom the 
candidate had not access, but he was acquainted with 
M. de Ville, who pretended to have some influence 
with the nobleman,''to whom he promised to intro- 
duce him. Thb he neglected to do so long, that 
the purse and patience of the candidate were ex- 
hausted. In this dilemma, he resolved to do that for 
himself, which he despaired of from the friendship 
of his acquaintance. Seeing the duke one day ou 
the mall, he suddenly stepped behind him« and tap* 
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ping him familiarly on the shoulder, exclaimed, 
'* Ah ! how do you do, my old friend V* The duke 
turned round with astonishment, when the ingenious 
intruder assuming all the marks of embarrassment 
and confusion in his countenance, begged pardon 
for his mistake. ** 1 took you, sir," said he, " for 
M. de Ville, whom I have been looking for all over 
the mall, as he is this day positively to introduce me 
to his highness the duke, a favour I have been ex- 
pecting every day for nearly a month." The noble- 
man smiled at the seeming singularity of the adven- 
ture, and replied, " Pray, what may be your business 
with his highness ? I think I possess some influence." 
The candidate then explained bis views, and his 
wishes, producing testimonials of his character and 
abilities. Great men are generally fond of such 
adventures, and this one ended to the satisfaction of 
both parties ; the young man obtained the situation, 
and proved himself worthy of it. 

SHAM CAPONS AND HAMS. 

The ingenuity of the Chinese is too often exercised 
for the purpose of fraud. Sometimes you will buy a 
capon, as you think, of a Chinese, but find you have 
the skin of the bird only, which has been so ingeniously 
filled, that the deception is not discovered until it » 
prepared for being dressed. 

The Chinese also make counterfeit hams. These 
are made of pieces of wood cut in Uie form of a ham, 
and coated over with a certain kind of earth, which is 
covered with hog*8 skin : aud the whole is so inge- 
niously prepared, that a knife is necessary to detect 
the fraud. 
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A gentleman travelling in China some few years 
ago, purchased some chickens, the featliers of which 
were curiously curled. In a few days time he ob- 
served the feathers straight, and that the chickens 
were of the most common sort. The Chinese had 
curled the feathers like a wig, a little before he sold 
the brood. 



GAMING FINESSE. 

Lord Chesterfield used sometimes to amuse himself 
at billiards with Mr. Lookup, a professional gamester, 
and on one of these occasions, his lordship had the 
laugh turned against him, from an arousing piece of 
finesse on the part of his antagonbt. Mr. Lookup 
bad met with an acddent, by wHch he was deprived 
of the sight of one of his eyes, though to any cursory 
observer, it appeared as perfect as the other. Having 
been the conqueror, even handed, against Lord C., 
Lookup asked how many his lordship would give, and 
he would put a patch on one e ye. Lord C. agreed to 
give five, and Lookup beat hi m several games suc- 
cessively. At length Lord C* threw down his cue, 
saying, ** Egad, Lookup, I think you play as well 
with one eye as two." *' I do not wonder at it, my 
lord," replied Lookup, " for I have seen only out of 
one eye, these ten years." With the money he 
won from Lord C, Lookup built some houses at Bath 
which he jocularly called Chesterfield Row. 
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CHINESE MODE OF FlSHlKG. 

Hie following ing^uious mode of taking fish, is said 
to be practised bj tJie Chinese. A flat board, painted 
white, is fixed to the »ide of a boat, at an angle of 
about 45 degrees, the edge inclining towards the 
water. On moonlight nights, the boat is so pbiced, 
that the painted board is turned to the moon, and the 
ny9 of light striking on the whitened surface, give it 
the appearance of moving water ; so that the fish are 
tempted to leap on it, as on their own element, when 
the boatman, raising the board with a string, turns die 
fish into the boat. 



BED-RIDDEN MECHANIC 

James Sandy, of Alyth in Scotland, was entlreljf 
deprived, at an early age, of the use of hit limbs ', and 
durmg a long life, may be said to have been coostantlj 
bed-ridden. He contrived, notwithstanding, by dmt 
of great ingenuity, notonly to pass his time agreeably, 
bat to render himself a useful member of society. He 
toon displayed a taste for mechanical pursuits, and 
contrived, as a work shop for his operatioiu, a sort of 
circular bed, the sides of which being raised about 
eighteen inches above the clothes, were employed as 
a platform for turning lathes, table vices, and cases 
lor tools of all kinds. His genius for practical me- 
chanics was universal* He was skilled in all sorts of 
turning ; and constructed several very curious lathes, 
as well as clocks and musical mstruments of eveiy 
description, no less admired for the sweetness of their 
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tone than the elegance of their execution. He excelled , 
too, in the construction of optical instruments ; and 
made some reflecting telescopes, the specula of 
which were not inferior to those finished by the roost 
eminent London artists. He suggested some im- 
portant improvements in the machinery for spinning 
flax ; and we believe he was the first who made the 
wooden-jointed snuff-boxes, generally called Lau- 
rencekirk boxes, some of which, fabricated by this 
self-taught artist, were purchased, and sent as presents 
to the royal family. To hb other endowments, he 
added an accurate knowledge of drawing and en- 
graving, and m both these arts, produced specimens of 
the highest excellence. For upwards of fifty years, 
he quitted his bed only three times ; and on these oc- 
casions his honse was either inundated with water, or 
threatened with danger from fire. His curiosity, 
which was unbounded, prompted him to hatch dif- 
ferent kinds of birds' eggs, by the natural warmth of 
bis body, and he afterwards reared the motley broods 
with all the tenderness of a parent ; so that on visiting 
him, it was no unusual thing to see various singing 
birds, to which he may be said to hare given birth, 
perdied on his head, and warbling the artificial notes 
he had taught them. Naturally possessed of a good 
constitution, and an active cheerful tnm of mind, his 
house was the general coffee-room of the village, where 
the affurs both of church and state, were discussed 
with the utmost freedom. In consequence of long 
confinement, his countenance had rather a sickly 
cast, but it was remarkably expressive, particularly 
when he was surrounded by his country friends. This 
singular pian had acquired, by his ingenuity and 
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industry, an honourable independence, and died pos- 
sessed of considerable propertj. In short, his history 
holds out this very instructive lesson, that no diffi- 
culties are too great to be overcome by industry and 
perseverance ; and that genius, thougli it should socae- 
times miss the distinction it deserves, ^ill seldom fail, 
unless by its own fault, to secure competence and re- 
spectability. 

SYMPATHETIC CORRESPONDENCE. 

S^da, in one of his prolusions, gives a curious 
account of a correspondence carried on between two 
distant friends, by the Belp of two magnetized 
needles. It is no doubt a pure chimera; but is 
amusing, as showing how far philosophical conception 
can take the start of actual experience. The needles, 
we are told, were magnetized by the same loadstone, 
and that loadstone possessed such a virtue, that 
when one of the needles so touched began to move, 
the other, though at ever so great a distance, moved 
at the same time, and in the same manner. He tells 
us, that the two friends, being each of them possessed 
of one of these needles, made a kind of dtiftl plate, 
and inscribed it with the four and twenty letters, in 
the «ame manner as the hours of the day are marked 
upon the ordinary dial plate. They then fixed one 
of the needles on each of these plates, in such a 
manner, that it could move round without impedi- 
ment, so as to touch any of the four and twenty 
letters. 

Upon their separating from each other into distant 
countries, they agreed to withdraw themselves into 
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their closets at a certain hour of the day, ^nd to con* 
verse with one another by means of this inven- 
tion. Accordingly, when they were some hundreds 
of miles asunder, each of them shut himself up in his 
closet at the time appointed, and immediately cast 
his eye upon his dial plate ; if he had a mind to 
write any thing to his friend, he directed the needle 
to every letter that formed the words he had occasion 
for, making a little pause at the end of every word 
or sentence, to avoid confusion. The friend in the 
mean while saw his sympathetic needle moving of 
itself to every letter which that of his conespondent 
pointed at. By this means they talked together 
across a whole continent, and conveyed their thoughts 
to one another in an instant, over cities or moun* 
tains, seas or deserts ! 



SULLIVAN THE HORSE BREAKER. 

An Irishman, of the name of James Sullivan, a 
native of the county of Cork, who was an awkward 
and ignorant rustic, possessed the singular art of 
reducing the most refractory and spirited horse to 
almost instant obedience. His occupation was that 
of a horse breaker, and he was generally known by 
the name of the Whisperer, from a vulgar notion of 
his being able to communicate to the animal what lie 
wished, by means of a whisper. How his art was 
acquired, or in what it consisted, was never known. 
The wonder of his skill consbted in the celerity of 
the operation, which was performed in privacy, and 
without any apparent means of coercion. Every 
description of horse or mule, whether previously 
F 2 
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broke or unbandled, whatever their peculiar vices or 
ill habits might have been, submitted, without show 
of resistance, to the magical influence of his art, and 
in the short space of half an hour, became gentle and 
tractable. The effect, although instantaneously pro- 
duced, was generally durable. Though more sub- 
missive to him than others, they seemed to have ac- 
quired a docility unknown before. When sent for 
to tame a vicious beast, for which he was paid more 
or less, according to distance, generally two or three 
guineas, he directed the stable, in which he and the 
object of the experiment were placed, to be shut, 
with orders not to open the door until a signal was 
given. After a tSte-ortSte of about half an hour, 
during which, little or no bustle was heard, the signal 
was made, and, upon opening the door, the horse 
appeared lying down, and the man by his side, play- 
ing familiarly with him, like a child with a pup- 
dog. From that time he was found perfectly willing 
to submit to any discipline, however repugnant to 
his nature before. 

. " I once," says Townshend, who relates the anec- 
dote, " saw liis skill tried on a horse, which could 
never before be brought to stand for a smith to shoe him. 
The day after Sullivan's half hour lecture, I went, 
not wi^out some incredulity, to the smith's shop, 
with many other curious spectators, where we were 
eye-witnesses of the complete success of his art 
This too had been a troop horse, and it was sup- 
posed, not without reason, that after regimental dis- 
cipline had failed, no other would be found availing. 
I observed that the animal appeared terrified when- 
ever Sullivan either spoke or looked at him ; how 
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that extraordinary ascendancy could have been ob* 
tained, it is difficult to conjecture.'' 

In commoii cases, litis mysterious preparation was 
uimecessary j be seemed to possess an instinctive 
power of mspiring awe, the result, perhaps, of a na- 
UmH intrepidity, in which, it is most probable, a 
great part of ^ art consisted, though the circura^ 
gtaace of the tete-d-tete shows that, -upon particu- 
lar occasions, something more must have been added 
to it. 

A. faculty like this, would, in o^er hands, have 
made a fortune, and great o0ers w«re made to him 
for the exercise of his art abroad ; but hunting was 
his passion. He lived at home in the style most 
agreeable to his disposition, and nothing could in* 
duce him to quit Duhallow and the fox-hounds. 

MODERN MIRACLE MONGER. 

A priest, in extr^ue poverty, resolved to get 
credit for a miracle. He put Uie yolks of several 
eggs in a hoUow cane, and stopped the end with 
butter ; then walking into an alehouse, he begged to 
fry a single egg for his dinner. The smalhiess of his 
repast excited curiosity, and they gave him a morsel 
of lard. He stined the lard wijth his cane, and, to 
the wonder of the surrounding peasants, produced a 
handsome omelet. This miracle established his 
fame ; he sold omelets, and got rich by his ingenuity. 
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HORSE-RACING BY MACHINERY. 
Mr. John Allan, of Penicuick^near Edinbuifb, has 
constructed a civioiu machine, which impels two horses 
round a circle. The horses and riders have the exact 
attitude, and apparently all the animated emulation, of 
a well-contested horse-race, and have this necessary 
characteristic, that even the maker of the machine 
cannot say which of the horses will gain. To the 
curious in horse-racing, the invention is peculiarly in- 
teresting, as in bad weather they can enjoy the 
pleasure of a good race with comfort at their fire- 
sides. With a little more trouble, it might occa- 
sionally be converted to a fox-hunt, by affixing the 
necessary appendages of huntsmen and hounds. 

BUND PERSIAN PRINCE. 

Thevenot, in his travels, relates a singular instance 
of the ingenuity of a learned, but blind, prince he 
met with at Ispahan. " He is," says he, •• a very 
learned man, especially in the mathematics, of whicji 
he has books always read to him : and as to astro- 
^ nomy and astrology, he has the calculations read, 
when he writes them very quickly with the 
point of his imger, having wax, which he prepares 
himself, like small twine, less than ordinary pack- 
thread, and this wax he lays upon a large board or 
plank of wood, such as scholars make use of in some 
places, that tiiey may not spoil paper when they learn 
to design or write ; and with this wax, which he 
supplies, he forms very true letters, and makes great 
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calculations ; then with his finger's end he casts up 
all that he lias set down, performing multiplication, 
division, and all astronomical calculations, very 
exactly." 

HONEST ARTS. 

When Queen Elizabeth first proposed to Dr. Dale, 
the famous civilian, to employ him on a diplomatic 
mission to Flanders, she told him, among other things, 
that he should have twenty shillings a day for his 
expenses, which at that time was thought a liberal 
allowance. " Then, your highness,"4aid the Doctor, 
" I will spend nineteen shillings aday in your majesty's 
service." " What will you do with the odd 
shilling ?" said the queen. " Oh, I will reservd that 
for my wife and my two children." This answer 
had the effect intended, and a considerable increase 
was immediately made in his allowance. 

During Dr. Dale's stay in Flanders, he was notwith- 
standing pressed formoney, and thought of a novel plan 
to get a supply ; he sent in a packet to the secretary 
of state, two letters ; one to the qneen, and the other 
to hu wife, which he misdirected, so that tlie letter to 
his wife was addressed " To her most excellent ma- 
jesty ;" and that to the queen, inscribed, "To his dear 
wife." The queen having opened the letter, was sur- 
prised to find it beginning with " Sweetheart," and 
afterwards interlarded witii ** my dear," " my love," 
and other affectionate expressions. It concluded with 
requesting her to be very economical, for he could 
send her nothing, as he was very short of money, and 
could not think of trespassing on the bounty of her 
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majesty any further. Whether the queen suspected 
the trick, or believed m hb necessities, is not certain ; 
but an inunediate supply of money was sent both to 
the Doctor and bis family. 

ROYAL ENCHANTMENT. 

llie Duke d'Antin, one of the conrtieis of Louis 
XlV.i distinguished himself to bis sovereign by a sin- 
gular art, which consbted not in saying agreeable 
things, but in doing them. The king being one day 
at the Chateau of Petitbourg, found fault with a large 
grove of trees which concealed the rtver from his 
view. The duke hearing this, caused the whole to 
be cut down in the night, and carried off. In the 
morning, when his majesty rose, he was astonished 
to find the prospect he wbhed for, and asked the 
duke if the castle were enchanted, as the trees had 
all vanished? "No," replied the miiuster, " it b 
because your majesty cursed the trees, that they so 
suddenly perbhed." 

The duke finding tbb adulation acceptable to the 
king, carried it still farther on another occasion. 
Louis havmg found fault with a large wood at the 
end of the canal at Fontainbleau, the duke was-de- 
termined to remove it. Accordingly, when his ma^ 
jesty next walked out, the duk6 having every thing 
in readiness, ordered the wood to be thrown down, 
and instantly all the trees fell, as by magic, the 
courtier saying at the same time, *' Thus, sure, do 
your enemies adore your greatness, by falling down 
before it." 
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HOW TO GET LETTERS FREE. 

A shrewd countryman being informed that there 
-was a letter for him ih the post-office, accordingly 
went for it On the post-master's handing it to him, 
be frankly confessed he could not read, and requested 
the post-master to open it, and let him know the 
contents, which be very readily did. After getting 
all the information he wanted, he knowingly shrugged 
tip his 8houldei9> thanked him for his politeness, and 
drily observed, " When I have wme change, J'U call 
and take it!" 



WINNING A CROWN. 

The Tyrians having been much weakened by long 
wars with the Persians, their slaves rose in a body, 
slew their masters and their children, and then 
seized on their houses, and their wives, whom they 
married. The slaves having thus got possession of 
all, consulted about the choice of a king ; and agreed 
that he that should first discern the sun rise, should 
lie king. One of them being more merciful than tlie 
rest, had, in the general massacre, spared his roaster 
Straton and his son, whom he hid in a cave ; and to 
his old master he now resorted for his advice how to 
act in this competition. Straton observed to him, 
that it was probable every one would look to the 
east for the rising of the sun ; but that if he would 
turn his eyes to the west, he would be sure to behold 
it first. The slave did as directed, and was much 
lauglied at by his fellow competitors for acting in 
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what they thought so absurd a manner : the result 
however showed how judiciously be had been ad- 
vised. The light of the sun catching of course the 
highest pinnacles first, Straton's slave was the first 
to exclaim, that he beheld it on the spires of the 
city. The multitude turned round, and profoundly 
impressed with the ingenuity by which they had been 
thus outwitted, proclaimed the discoverer, king. The 
slave, however, candidly owned by whose advice he 
had thus acted; and by making use of the circum- 
stance to impress on his brethren how vastly infe- 
rior in knowledge find skill they still weto to the 
race of their ancient masters, prevailed with them, 
not only to sanction the restoration of Siraton to 
liberty, but to accept of him in liis stead as their 
sovereign. 

KILLIGREW THE JESTER. 

The jester Killigrew frequently had access to 
Charles the Second, when admbsion was denied 
to the first peers in the realm. Charles, who hated 
business as much as he loved pleasure, often disap- 
pointed the council, either by not attending, or with- 
drawing before tlie business was concluded. One 
day the council sat a considerable time in expectation 
of his majesty, when the Duke of Lauderdale, so dis- 
tinguished for his haughty demeanour, quitted the room 
in a great passion. On his way, he met Killigrew, to 
whom he expressed himself more freely than cour- 
teously, respecting his majesty. Killigrew bade his 
grace be calm, for he would lay a wager of a hundred 
pounds that he would make his majesty attend thecoon- 
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cil in less than half an hour. Lauderdale took him at 
his word, and Killigrew getting immediate admission 
to the king, told him all that had happened, adding, 
** I know your majesty hates Lauderdale, though 
the necessity of your majesty's affairs obliges you to 
receive him : now if you wish to get rid of a man 
you hate, come to the council, for Lauderdale is a 
man so boundlessly avaricious, that rather than pay 
the wager, he will hang himself, and never plague you 
more." The king laughed at the observation, and 
attended the council. 



ARTIFICIAL PEARLS. 

Several modes have been resorted to by the inge- 
irions, to make artificial pearls in imitation of real 
ones. At first it was conjectured, that it was possible 
to manufacture largd pearls from a number of small 
or broken ones ; but all endeavours to effect this, 
failed. The scheme of manufacturing globules of glass, 
and covering them with a substance resembling the ap- 
pearance of pearls, which art could supply, was next 
tried ; but it soon failed, because it was found that 
such semblance, although at first it seemed to ap- 
proach very near the original, yet, when brought 
into the influence of heat, the beautiful pearly gloss 
was dbsolved. 

A French bead maker, of the name of Jaquin, at 
length found out a method of preparing glass beads, 
like those at present used, approaching as near to 
nature, as it is perhaps possible ; for the first idea of 
wfakh, he was indebted to the following circumstance. 
When once at a country house at Passy, he observed 
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that water in which those small fish called ablea or 
ablettes (bleaks) were washed, was covered with fine 
silver-coloured particles. Sufferbg the water to re- 
main, and the sediment to settle, he obtained from it 
a roost beautiful powder, which had eveiy lustre of 
the pearl. He also scraped the scales off the fish, 
and bj this means, procured more, and called the 
white shining powder he thus procured, essence 
d'orienU At first he made small beads of paste or 
gjpsom, which hardened by drying; then be covered 
them with this powder, bj means of some adhesive 
substance. This invention was successful for some 
time, but it was found liable to the same objections 
as some of the preceding ones, that of not bearing 
heat. One of the ladies, however, who had been 
thus disappointed, suggested to M. Jaqnin to form 
tlte pearls of small glass globules^ and line them with 
his essence d* orient ; the hint was* taken, and the plan 
found to be excellent, and of easy process. To such 
an extent was it carried, that though one man would 
blow six thousand of these globules in a day, Jaqnin 
gave employment to a great number of hands, and 
established an artificial pearl manufactory, that sup* 
plied all Europe. 

In pearls thus made, it is usual for the maker to 
give some of them the appearance of occasional 
blemishes, that they may tli<B nearer resemble natnie. 
They are made occasionally of all figures, sometines 
nearly circular, often elliptical, and sometimes be- 
tween both. Some were formed flat on one side, 
and globular on the other, in imitation of those bean- 
tiful shells the French call perles eoques, or Ut coques 
de perU, a production of the East Indies. 
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The trade of manufacturing these pearls, is chiefly 
confined to France ; tliougb a considerable quantity 
are made in London, where fishermen catch bleak in 
the Thames for the sake of the scales, which they 
sell as high as four guineas per quart. 

SUCCESSFUL FEINTS. 

Pisistratus having undertaken an expedition against 
Attica, marched from Euboea by tlie way of Fallene, 
and coming up with the van of the enemy, cut them 
all in pieces. Advancing forward, and meetbg with 
a more numeroos party, he ordered his men to put 
on crowns of garlands, and to kill none of their op- 
ponents, but to give out that they had made a league 
with the van. The deception passed off successfully, 
and Athens was delivered up to Pisistratus. 

Pelopidas, the Theban, being about to besiege 
two small towns in Magnesia, at no great distance 
f^om each other, ordered, that at the time he pro- 
ceeded against the one, four hundred horsemen, 
crowned, shonld approach with eztraordioary cheer- 
fulness, as if to announce victory from the other. To 
assist the device, he caused a wood between them to 
be set on fire, to induce a belief that it was the other 
town in flames ', and farther, he ordered some soldiers, 
with the semblance of captives, to be brought in the 
train of the pretended conquerors. These appear- 
ances so astonished the besieged, that they believed 
themselves in part already vanquished, and sur- 
rendered without opposition. 
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GENERAL PUTNAM. 

During the war in Canada, between the French 
and EngUshi when General Amherst was raarching 
across the country to Canada, the army coming to 
one of the Jakes which tliey were obliged to pass, 
found the French had an armed vessel of twelve gons 
upon It. The general was in great distress, hb boats 
were no match for her, and she alone was capable of. 
sinking his whole army, in the situation in which it 
was placed. While be was pondering on what should 
be done. General Putnam came to biro, and said, 
" General, that ship must be taken." " Aye," says 
Amherst, " I would give the world she was taken." 
" I'll take her," says Putnam. Amherst smiled, aad 
asked how i *' Give me some wedges, a beetle (a 
large wooden hammer or mallet used for driving 
wedges^, and a few men of my own choice." Am- 
herst could not conceive how an armed vessel was to 
be taken by four or five men, a beetle, and wedges. 
However, he granted Putnam's request When 
night came, Putnam, with his materials and men, 
stole quietly in a boat under the vessel's stem, and 
in an mstant drove in the wedges behind the rudder, 
in tlie little cavity between the rudder and ship, and 
left her. In tlie morning, the sails were seen flut- 
tering about, she was adrift In the middle of the 
lake, and being presently blown ashore, was easily 
taken. 
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RIVAL PATENTS. 

Id the reign of James the Second, a watchmaker 
of the name of Bailow, obtained a patent, in con* 
junction with the Lord Cliief Justice Ailebone, for 
repeaters ; but one Quare making one at the same 
time, upon principles which he bad conceived before 
the patent was granted to Barlow, the king tried them 
both, and giving the preference to Quare's, caused 
the circumstance to be notified in the gazette. 

STRONG, THE BLIND ARTIST. 

Joseph Strong, who was bom at Carlisle, was 
blind from his infancy, but was from bis childhood 
remarkable for his ingenuity. When he was about 
fifteen years of age, he concealed himsdil one after- 
noon in the cathedral during the time of divine ser- 
vice. After the congregation was gone, apd the 
doors closed, he got into tlie organ-loft, and exa- 
mined every part of the instrument This occupied 
his attention until about midnight, when having sa- 
tisfied himself as to its general construction, he pro- 
ceeded to try the tones of the different stops, and 
tb^ proportions they bore to eacli other. This expe- 
riment could not be conducted in so silent a manner 
as his former enquiries ; the noise alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood of the church, and the circumstance of the 
organist having died a short time before, and no suc- 
cessor being appointed, caused just consternation. 

After some hesitation, a party, more courageous 
than the rest, ventured to enter the church, when tlie 
G 2 
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true cause of the alarm was discovered. The next 
day Joseph was taken before the dean, who after re- 
primanding him for the steps he had taken to gratify 
his curiosity, permitted liim to visit the organ at all 
seasonable times. He soon made himself sufficiently 
acquainted with its constitution, to enable him to 
make a chamber organ, which he completed without 
the assistance of any person. This instrument he 
sold to a merchant in the Isle of Man, who after- 
wards carried it to Dublin, where it was considered 
as a great curiosity. 

Soon after dbposing of his first organ, he made 
another, which he kept for bis own amusement, and 
on which he played a set of chaunts of bb own 
composing. 

Strong was brought np to the trade of a diaf^er 
weaver, and was a good and expeditious workman. 
At different times, he has dressed himself entirely 
with the work of his own hands ; and when he walked 
from Carlisle to London, which he did to visit Mr. 
Stanley, the celebrated organist and composer, it 
was in a pair of shoes of bis own making. It 
was to the mechanical arts be was most attached. 
In the exercise of these, besides making almost 
every article of household furniture, be constmcted 
various pieces of machinery, one of which was 
the model of a loom, with the figure of a man 
working at it. As an appendage, he added a brace 
of puppets, representing two women buffeting each 
other, or, as he called it to his visitors, " boxing for 
the web." 
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VOLTAIRE'S HEAD. 
Doriog the extraordinary popularity which Voltaire 
enjoyed at Paris, the Dumber of hb portraits in cir- 
calation, was immease. One ingenioas artist in par- 
ticular, of the name of Huber, had acquired such a 
facility in forming his countenance, that he could not 
only cat most striking likenesses of him out of pdper, 
with scissars held behind his back, but could mould a 
little bust of him in half a minute, out of a bit of bread j 
and at last used to make his dog manufacture most ex- 
cellent profiles, by making him bite off the edge of a 
biscuit which he held to him in three or four different 
positions I 

•DISCOVERY OF FELT MAKING. 

The operation of felt making, like many other 
valuable arts, is said to have been discovered by 
mere accident. An illustrious personage, to keep 
his feet warm in winter, bad wool put into his shoes. 
The moisture which the wool there contracted, and 
the action to which it was subjected betwem tiie 
feet and the shoe or sandal, combined wUh the natural 
beat of the body, caused the fleecy substance to 
consolidate into a rude sort of felt; and an Attentive 
observation of this effect, first gave rise to the idea 
of fabricating out of wool, that very necessary ap- 
pendage to the bead — a hat. 



o 3 
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PICTURES OF MORTALITY. 

The Earl of Corke and Orrery, when at Florence, 
saw three representations in coloaredwav-work, which 
ever afterwards struck his memory with horror and 
admiration. It is thus he describes them : ** One is 
the ,di£ferent progress of decay upon human bodies 
after death, from the moment they are laid in their 
dismal receptacle, to the last abolition of the flesh, 
a skeleton. The second is a most melancholy repre- 
sentation of persons either dead, or dying of the 
plague. These are both in glass cabinets, preserved 
with the utmost nicety. They were executed during 
the reign of Ferdinand I., while the plague raged in 
Florence. The operator lived only to finish his work, 
and then fell a victim to the cruel pestilence, which 
he had represented. The third (the first performance 
of the same artist) is a head. The skin from the 
skull is turned down from one side of the face, and 
the glands are plainly, too plainly, discovered. In 
viewing these pieces, each spectator endeavours to 
fly, but cannot. He tries to turn away his eyes, but 
cannot; he stays against bis will, and is chained 
against his inclination. 

** Now get you to my lady's chamber, and tell her, 
let her «paint an inch thick, to this complexion she 
must come at last.*' 

ZOPYRUS. 

The Persians, for the space of eighteen months, bad 
done all that force or stratagem were capable of, to 
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make theoisehes masters of Babylon ; but all their 
efforts were froitJess, and Darius began almost to de- 
spair of taking the place ; when astraugem* till then un- 
heard of, opened the gates of the city to him. He was 
fltimngely surprised, one rooming, to behold Zopyrus, 
one of the chief noblemen of his court, and son of 
Megftbyses, who was one of the seven lords that made 
the association against the Magians, make bis appear- 
ance before him, all over blood, with his nose and 
ears cut off, and his whole body wounded in the most 
terrible manner. Starting up from his throne, he cried 
out, " Who is it, Zopyrus, that has dared to treat you 
thus?" " You, yourself, O king," replied Zopyrus. 
" The desire I bad of rendering you service, has put 
roe into this condition. As I was fully persuaded 
that you never would have consented to this method, 
I have only consulted the zeal which I have for your 
service." He then opened to him his design of going 
over to the enemy; and the manner in which lie 
meant afterwards to render his pretended defection 
of service to Darius. The monarch acceded to the 
project ; yet could not see him set out upon it, with- 
out the utmost affliction and concern. 

Zopyrus approached the walls of the dty, and 
having told who he was, was soon admitted. The 
guard then carried him to the governor, to whom 
he laid open lus misfortune, and the cruel treat- 
ment be had met with from Darius, for having 
dissuaded him from continuing any longer before a 
city, which it was impossible for him to take. He 
then offered the Babylonians his service, which could 
not fail of being highly useful to them, since he was 
acquainted with all the designs of the Persians } and 
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since the desire of rerenge woald inspire him with 
fresh courage and resolution. His name and person 
were both well known at Babylon ; the condition in 
which be appeared, hb blood, and his wounds, testi- 
fied for him ; and, by proofs, not to ^ suspected, 
confirmed the troth of all he advanced. They accord- 
ingly implicitly believed whatever he told them, and 
gave him, moreover, the command of as many troops 
as he desired. In the first sally he made, he cut off 
a thousand of the besiegers ; a few days after, he slew 
double the number; and upon the third time, four 
thousand of their men lay dead upon the spot. AU 
this had been before agreed upon, between Zopyrus 
and Darius. Nothing now was talked of in Babylon, 
but Zopyrus : the whole city strove who should extol 
bim moat; and they had not words sufficient to 
express their high value for him, and how happy they 
esteemed themselves, in having gained so great a man. 
He was now declared generalissimo of their forces } 
and entrusted with the care of guarding the wails of 
the city. Darius approached with his army towards 
the gates, at the time agreed on between them : Zo- 
pyrus opened the gates to him, and made him by that 
means master of a city which he never could have 
taken either by force or famine. 

Powerful as this prince was, lie found himself 
incapable of making a sufficient recompence for so 
great a service ; and he used often to say, that he 
would, with pleasure, sacrifice a hundred Babylons, if 
he had them, to restore Zopyrus to the condition be 
was in, before he inflicted that cruel treatment upon 
himself. He settled upon him, during life, the whole 
revenue of that opulent city, of which he alone had 



d by Google 



INGENUITY. 69 

procured him the poasession; and heaped all the 
honours upon him, that a king could possibly confer 
upon a subject 

PHILOSOPHY INSTRUCTING IGNORANCE, 

As the Athenian forces were going on board their 
gallies, to proceed against Peloponnesus, and when 
Pericles was about to enter his own ship, a sudden 
and total eclipse of the sun ensued, and the earth was 
overspread with the deepest gloom. This phenomenon 
filled the minds of the Athenians witii the utmost 
terror 3 superstition, and ignorance of natural causes, 
making them consider such events as fatal omens. 
Pericles seeing the pilot who was on board his ship, 
astonished, and incapable of managing the helm, 
threw his cloak over his face, and asked him whether or 
not he saw ? The pilot answering that the cloak took 
away all objects from his sight, Pericles then gave 
him to understand that a like cause, viz. the interpo- 
sition of that vast body, the moon, between his eyes 
and the sun, prevented his seeing its splendour. 

NATIONAL COMPETITION. 

In the Western Herald, an American paper, of the 
26th of April, 1816, there appeared the following 
article. 

Something far John BulL — We always take great 
pleasure in reporting the progress of manufactures in 
the western country ; because we consider their ex- 
tension, as the surest increase of our national wealth, 
and the best stimulus for agriculture, and the increase ' 
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of our popuktion. The IbUowiog siagolar feci we deeor 
well wortiiy of recording, for the infomuUion of John 
Bull, in as much as it will show the dispatch in which 
a piece of cloth was manufactured from wool from the 
sheep's back, until it was used as a garment for man. 
At Richard Brown's woollen factory, Holliday CoTe> 
Va., four miles fromSteubenville, the wool was shorn 
from a sheep in the morning, washed, carded, span 
into yam of eighteen cuts to the pound, wove, dyed, 
fulled, dried, shorn, and made into a coat, and worn, 
all in the space of twenty •four hours. What think 
ye of this, Mr. Bull?" 

The challenge conveyed in this article, roused the 
spirit of John Bui). He accordingly set to woik, and 
performed the same work that was done at Mr. 
Brown's factory. In twelve hours and twenty minotes,. 
being in very little more than half the time ! 

Messrs. Bock, Brewster, and Co., managers t>f the 
Ontario manufactory at Manchester, in Ontario 
county (says the Canandaigna Messenger), on hearing 
of John's feat, became sensible,^from the perfection of 
their machinery, and deiterity of their workmen, that 
the same operations might be accomplished even in a 
shorter time. Immediately a wager of five hundred 
■dollars was offered and accepted by the managers, 
that they would perform the same operations in twelve 
hours. The wool was taken from the back in its 
natural state, and in nine hours and fifteen minutes, 
precisely, the coat was completed and worn in trinmpb, 
by one of the parties concerned. The wool was 
picked, greased, carded, roped and spun, the yam 
was warped, put into the loom, and woven, the doth 
was fulled, coloured, four times shara, pressed^ and 
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teamed to the tailor's, and the coat completed, 
all within the time above stated. The cloth was not 
of the finest texture, but was very handsomely dressed, 
and fitted the person who wore it remarkably wclU 

SPEAKING STATUE. 
When M. Keropelen had been so successful m hts 
automaton chess-player, he directed his attention 
towards the praotibilif^ of forming a speaking machine ; 
at the same time limiting bis expectations to the pro- 
duction of vowels only ; for at the first he entertained 
no hopes of attaining consonants, far less did he deem 
it possible to unite them with vowels, and thus 
express words or syllables. In the course of his in- 
vestigations, he tried all musical instruments, even 
horns and trumpets, with the view of finding which of 
them emitted sounds approaching nearest to the human 
voice ; but although he found in the reeds of haut- 
boys, clarionets, and bassoons, a faint resemblance to 
the functions of the human glotis^ and he knew 
that a reed-stop, called voce humana, had been 
adapted to the organs, yet he considered his re- 
searches as at best ineffectual. At length, having ac- 
cidentally heard the reed of a bagpipe, he conceived 
that it exceeded all others, in this respect, and thence 
made it the subject of bis future experiments. M. 
Kempelen then proceeded to a minute and assiduous 
study of the mode in which the human speech is pro- 
duced ; and in ascertaining the possibility of pro- 
ducing the sounds of letters, he surmounted these dif- 
ficulties, though it cost him a great deal of trouble. 
The proper combination of them, be saw must 
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result frum imitiituig natare in haviDg only one 
glotis, and one mouth, from which all the sounds 
should issue, and where their union should be formed* 
His invention, therefore, terminated in constructing a 
machine which in some measure imitated the human 
speech. 

This machine, which was of simple structure, con- 
sisted of only five parts : 1, the reed, representing 
the human glotis; ft, an air chest, with internal valves; 
3, bellows or lungs; 4, a mouth, with its appor- 
tenauces ; 5, nostrils, as in the living subject. The 
reed was formed in imitation of the reed of a bag- 
pipe drone; and the tongue, which vibrated, consisted 
of a thin ivory slip resting upon it horiaontally. This 
hollow portion or tube, was inserted in the air cbestt 
and the discharge of air occasioning a yibration 
of the ivory, the requisite sound is produced. To 
soften the vibration, liie part supporting the slip, was 
covered with leather ; and a moveable spring brought 
the sound of the reed to the proper pitch. One end 
of the air chest, received the voice pipe, containing 
the reed ; and into the opposite end was inserted the 
mouth of the bellows. 

The sound of M. Kempelen's speaking machine, 
was regulated, in a great measure,* by the vartooa 
modifications and compressions of tlie mouth. Four 
letters, D, G, K, T, he could nerer obtain perfectly, 
and, therefore, he substituted a P in expressing them ; 
which was so managed, as to bear a considerable re- 
semblance, according to the mode of using it, and was 
sufficient to deceive the auditor. Nevertheless, M. 
Kempelen could produce not only words, but entire 
sentences, such fts opera, astronomy, ConttantimpoUs ; 
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or vou$ ^tes mon ami ; je twis aime de tout mon ecnir; 
Leapoldut sectmdus; Romanorum imperator semper 
AugustHS ; and the like. 

This machine, which was as remarkable for its sim- 
plicity, as its ingenuity, was first exhibited with the 
union of its essential parts ; it afterwards bad the 
illusion of an aatomaton like a child, and in both 
plans, was considered as having attained the very 
mcm£ of antomatical science. 



STEAM CLOCK. 

Although the first idea of the steam engine is ge- 
nerally attributed to the Marquess of Woitester, and 
ttie first construction of one belongs to Captain 
Salary ; yet, if we may believe history, Silvester II., 
who is commonly called Pope Silvester, being the 
mott notorious of the name, made clocks and organs 
which were woiked by steam. The old historian ex- 
presses intelligibly to us, what he did not understand 
himaelf : fecit arte mechanica orologium, et organa 
hifdrauliea, vbi, mirum in modum, per aqtus calef'aeteB 
violentiam, implet venttu emergens c&neavitem barbiti, 
9t permfdti foratiUs traehuarea modtdatos elamores 
emittunt, 

Prideaux, an older author than the biographer of 
Mahomet, but resembling him in blmd and brutal 
bigotry, classes Silvester among the Egyptian magi- 
i^MOU, by no means the worst of the orders into which 
lie has distributed the Popes. 
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WAXEN ANATOMICAL MODELS. 

An ingeakms artbt of Florenee has formed mo- 
dels in wax, with so much aocmacy, as to super- 
sede the necessity of baring recouise to the homaa 
body, for anatomical instroction and experiment 
Some beantUiil specimens of these models weve, in 
1818, presented to the anatomical theatre of the 
UniTersity of Oxford, where they are at presept used 
IB the stndy of anatomy. 

A RARE PATRIMONY. 
Ayomf man of Nuremberg, says the Jovaati 
of that ci^, who had no fortune, requested a 
Ittwyer, who was his friend, to recommend him to a 
fimily -where he was a daily visitory^and where tiiere 
was a handsome daughter, who was to have a laigs 
Ibitnne. The lawyer agreed, but the lather of the 
young lady, who loved money, immediatdy asked 
what property the young man had? The lawysr 
said, he did not exactly know, but he would ea- 
quire. The next time he saw his young Mend, ht 
asked hun if he had any property at all ? << No," 
replied he. •• Well/' said the lawyer, *' would yoa 
suffer any one to cut off your nose, if he should pn 
yon fO,000 dollais for it V* " What an idea! not 
for aU tiie world !" " Tis weU/' replied the lawyer, 
"I had reason for asking." The next time he saw 
the girl's father, he said, " I have enquired about 
this young man's circumstances. He has indeed no 
ready money, but he has a jewel, for whidi, to mj 
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luiovMge, he Jim been offend and fefiited S0,000 
dollars.'* This induced the old father to consent to 
the maniage, which accordingly took place ; though 
it is 9aid» that in the sequel* he often shook his head 
when he thought of the jeweL 



TH£ REBUILDING OF ATHENS. 

After the war of Media, the Athenians began 
to rebuild their city, which jbad been ahnost en* 
tirely destroyed by the Persiims; and farther pro- 
posed to surround it with strong walls, in order to 
secure it fitom future violence. The Lacedemonians 
liaving intelligence of tiiis, became approhensiTe 
that 5 Athens, which was already very powerful 
by sea, should go on to inorease jm strength fay 
lifxd also, it might presume, in time, to give laws to 
Sparta, and depriT<e her of that autiiority and pre* 
eminence which she had hitherto exetcised over the 
fest of Greece. They, therefbie, sent an embassy te 
the Athenians, to represent to thcw, that the xoimnon 
interest and safely required that there should be no 
fortified city out of the Peloponnesus, lest, in case 
of a second invasion, it should serve for a >p]aee of 
arms fpr the Persians, who would be sure to settle 
themselves in it, as they had done before at Thebes, 
and wiio, from thence, would be able to infest the 
whole country, and to make themselves masters of it 
very speedily. 

Themistocles, who, since the bftttle of Salami, was 
held in great respect at Athens, easily penetrated 
into the true design of the Iiacedemonians. though 
B 2 
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it wai gilded over with the ipeeious pretext of 
paUiG good ; but as they were able, with the 
assistance of thdr allies, to hkider the Athemans, 
by force, from carrying on the work, in ease tiiey 
tihoald positively and absolutely refuse to compfy 
with their demand, he advised the senate to make 
use of cunnmg and dissimulation, to evade their op- 
position. The answer, therefore, which they gave to 
the envoys was, that they would send an embassy 
to Sparta, to satisfy the commonwealth coucemiog 
their jeaJonsies and apprehensions. 

Themistocles got -himself to be nominated one of 
the funbassadors, and persuaded the senate not to 
let hu colleagues set out along with him, but to send 
them one after another. The matter was executed 
agreeably to his advice, and he accordingly wentalbne 
to Laced^noB, where he allowed a great many days 
to pass, without waitmg upon the magistrates, or 
a]^lying to the senate. On tlieir at last pressing 
bun to have his audience, and askiUg him the reason • 
why he deferred it so long, he made answer, that he 
waited for the arrival of his colleagues, that they 
might all have their audience of the senate together ; 
and seemed to be very much surprised that they were 
80 long in coming. 

When a good many days had elapsed, his col* 
leagues at last arrived ; but all came singly, and at 
some distance of time from one another. During 
all this time, the work was carried on at Athens 
with the utmost industry and vigour. The women, 
children, strangers, and slaves, were ad employed 
in it; nor was it interrupted, night or day. The 
Spiurtans were not ignorant of the matter, and made 
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gt«»t compliuDto on the sofcJAet. Thenustodef , bow- 
ever, positively denied tiie troth of the infomiatioii 
tl^ey hadieceivedy and preMed them to aend o^r de- 
puties to AtbenSfin order to ioiionii thonselTes better 
of the iact, dftsiring them not to give credit to loose 
«ud flying reports without loundatioii. At the same 
time, he secretly advised the Atheiaans to detain 
the Spartan envoys as so many hostages, until he 
and his colleagues were returned from their embassy, 
fearing, not without good reason, that they them- 
selves might be served in the same manner at Sparta. 
At last, when all his fellow ambaisadocs were airived, 
be desired an audience, and declared, in full senate, 
that it was really true the Ath^iians had resolved to 
fortii^ their ci^ with strong walls-; that the work 
was almost completed; that they had judged it abso- 
li^tely necessary for their own secniity, and for the 
pubUcgood of the allies ; telling them at the same 
time, ^at after the great ezpeiienoe they had 
of the Athenian pec^le's bebaviottr, diey <!Ould not 
well suspect them of being wanting m their seal 
forrtbe common interest of their country; that, at 
the condition and privileges of all the allies ought 
to be equal, it was just Uie A^ienians should pro- 
vide for their own safety, by all the methods they 
judged necessary, as well as the other confederates ; 
that they had thought of this expedient, and were in a 
cemtition to defend their city against whoever should 
pfesume to attack it ; and that as for the Lacede- 
monians, it was not much for their honour, that they 
should desire to establish their power and superi- 
orly rather i4;>on the -^eak and defenceless condition 
of their allies, than upon their own strength and 
a 3 
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valour. The LacedemtP^t^^s "^^^ extremely dis- 
pleased with this discoufil ; but, either out of a 
sense of esteem and gratitude for the Athenians, or 
from a conviction that they were not able to oppose 
their enterprise, they dissembled their resentment ; 
and the ambassadors, after all suitable honours had 
been paid them, returned home rejoicing. 

GETTING OUT OF A SCRAPE. 

The doctrine of metempsychosis, or transmigration 
of souls, is still taught by the Brahmins of Malabar; 
and an English captain had nearly fallen a victim to 
its effects. Trading along the coast, he one day went 
ashore, when he unluckily shot a bird called perumd, 
which is supposed to carry one of their gods of the 
first rank. A Malabarian saw it, and accused him 
of the emormous crime ; the people in the neigh- 
bouring villages immediately assembled, seized the 
sacrilegious Englishman, and would have sacrificed 
him on the spot, had it not been for the presence of 
mind of a Jew, who chanced to be present. He ad- 
vised the captain to confess the crime, but to assign 
as his reason for committing it, that his father, who 
had been dead some time, was thrown into the sea, 
and was become a carp ; the perurael was goinf; to 
devour the carp before his eyes, when the recoUectiim 
of his fatljer rushed upKin him, and he shot the bird ! 
The judges were struck with the apparent justice of 
the plea, and instantly pardoned the criminal. 
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FLYING IN THE AIR. 

Though the science of ffirostation is of very m(^ 
dem date, yet there is strong reason to believe it was 
not altogether unknown to the ancients ; one of their 
poets, speaking on the subject, sap, 

" Thas did of old the advent'rous Cretan dare. 
With wmgs not given to man, attempt the air." 

Milton, in his History of Britain, speaks of one 
Elmer, a monk of Malmesbury, who foretold the 
invasion of William of Normandy, but " viho 
could not foresee when time was the breaking of his 
own legs, for soaring too high. He, in his youth, 
strangely aspiring, had made and fitted wings to his 
hands and feet j with these, on the top of a tower, 
spread out to gather air, he flew more than a furlong ; 
but the wind being too high, he came fluttering down, 
to the maiming of his limbs ; yet so conceited was 
he of his art, that he attributed the cause of his fall 
to the want of a tail, as birds have, which he forgot 
to make and fix behind him." 

In an old book, entitled, « An Accountof a Voyage 
performed by two Monks in the suite of a French 
Ambassador, to the Kingdom of Siam," we read as 
follows : 

"One day the people at Siam entertained the 
French ambassador with the display of an excellent 
flre-work ; and towards the conclusion thereof, they 
informed him they would, perform the best piece, 
which was to blow up the engineer of the fire-work, 
on a cask, high into the air. As the ambassador 
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tboagbt that the engineer woald be killed, he re- 
qaested they would not perfonn this best master- 
piece, and that he was already well entertained with 
what he had seen ; bot^tfaey .told him he need not be 
nader any f^pprehensionferilbe engmeer^s Ula, as he 
wottld'toiEer no injwf ; <Mk this, their as sowmoe, the 
ambassador gave his consent 

" Accordingly, a pa^ was b^qght, p« the hmi oC 
which the engineer seated himself, having in his hand 
a machine, which proved afterwards to be a large 
■mbrella; some i^nnpowder was placed under ^ 
eaak, and,.on a signal given, it was set on fire, and 
the cask, with the engineer theneon, rose high mto 
tiie air ; and when at the Inghest elevationt the engi- 
neer opened his umbrella, and descended withont 
any injury." 

As every one knows that no such -explosion of 
gunpowder could actually have taken place, wttiioot 
bkMving the engweer to atoms, it has been very 
plausibly coajeotiired, that in the inside of the cask 
there must have been an air balloon, by which it was 
mbed so high y thai the firing •of the gunpowder was 
but an artificial trick to veil the real means <yf ascent ; 
and that the umbrella was nothing else but our mo- 
dem parachute ! If so, what^jecoroes of our b o a st e d 
inventions in SMoatatics ? for this eaduhition at Siam 
must have taken place nearly a hundred and fifty 
years ago. The embassy to which the two monks 
who give thb narsation were attached, b the same as 
that which H. Voltaire has described in his works, 
and which took place in the year 1684. 
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FBEDi^ICK THE GREAT, AND 
COUNT LUSI. 

A prisoner was one day day brought, by order of 
Frederick the Second of Prussia, from Berlin to 
Potsdam, and conducted directly into his cabinet. 
*• Do you know these three letters?" swd the king 
to him, with a stem look. " Yes, your majesty." 
" Who wrote them ?" " I." " To whom were tbey 
addressed ?" " To the Doge of Venice, my august 
master." ** You then acknowledge yourself to be a 
spy ? you shall be hanged." " Your majesty, I am 
no spy, and I cannot acknowledge myself any thing 
which I am not." " You must either die, or tell 
me which of. my ministers acquainted you with the' 
secrets of my cabinet. Take your choice !" •♦ I 
am acquainted with no person whatever, either in 
Berlin or Potsdam ; nobody in all your majesty's 
dommions, except the landlord with whom I lire. 
As your majesty has had me arrested and brought 
before you, you are doubtless too well informed re- 
spectmg jne not to know that I never speak of po- 
litics, either in my inn or any where else." Not- 
withstanding this, the angry king continued for some 
time to address the prisoner with vehemence, till at 
last his curiosity gained the ascendency. '* Well," 
cried he, ' " name nobody ; you shall be liberated as 
soon as you tell me by what means you have suc- 
ceeded in knowing the most hidden of my secrets." 
*'I know them all, your majesty, from yourself 
alone. On such and such a day, you made such 
and such news known at Beriin ; not long after this. 
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such and such articles were in the Nuremberg papers; 
and a little before or after that, 1 read in the Frank- 
ibrt and Vienna jooraals this and thtft article ; now, 
as your majesty is not aocastomed to do anything 
In Tain, and you always reason very jnstly, I have 
attempted to follow the coarse of your ideas ; and 
the result was, that youjr majesty must necessarily 
have formed the plan which I had sketched ont" 
^ Good Jheavens V* cded the astonished monarch, 
" and you, poor sufferer, how is it possible that your 
wise nobles do not know how to make more use of 
you ? (To the guard, in German, " Unbind hua, 
and go your way.") Of what country are you ?" 
" Of the country of poor Homer, of Cephalonia." 
" I immediately take you into my serrioe, and 
create you a count ; and as soon as you receive your 
dischai>ge from the doge, you shall go to St. Peters- 
burg as my aoibassador* Till that tiitoe, we shaU 
speak on Uterary subjects." Who does not know 
that Frederick the Great never did any thing la 
vain? Count Lusi lived from this time as ambas- 
sador twenty years at St. Petersburg. 

USE OF THE TQES. 

It is remarkable to what excellent use the tpes are 
applied in India. In England, it is difficult to say 
whether th^ are of any use at all ; but in India, 
they are second fingers ; and in Bepf^ee, are indeed 
called the *'feet fingers." In his own liouse, a 
Hindoo makes use of them to fasten the clog to hb 
feet, by means of a button, which slips between die 
two middle toes. The tailor, if he does not thread 
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his needle with lib toes, twists the thread with them } 
the cook holds his knife with his toes, while he cuts 
fish, Tegetables, &c. ; the joiner, the weaver, and 
several other mechanical trades, all use th^m for a 
thousand purposes, for which an European would 
never think of employing them. 

In England, however, there have been some in* 
stances of a more ingenious use of the toes, than 
any yet mentioned of the Hindoos. Some years 
ago, a maimed sailor in England used to write with 
his toes ; and another person was exhibited, who not 
only wrote, but cut out watch papers, with great 
precision and ingenuity, with a pair of scissars, which 
she held in her toes. For a still more remarkable 
instance, see the Anecdote already given of '* The 
Want of Arms and Hands supplied." 

WHITE QUAKERS. 

The father of Mrs. Wright, the famous modeller 
in wax, was an Adierican planter, and esteemed 
among hb neighbours to be a very rich and a very 
honest man; that is, he had large tracts of land, 
houses, horses, oxen, sheep, poultry, and, in short, 
every kind of Bving tlnng, and earthly grain (betida 
Un children), which man can really want, for the 
support and comfort of life. Being, howevrr, one 
of the sect called Quakers, he became so singularly 
conscientious, that he could not bring himself fo 
believe that God permitted man to spill the blood of 
animals for thehr daily feod. He, therefore, neither 
eat itesb himself, nor permitted it to be eaten by any 
one within bb gates. Hb ten children were twice 
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ten jears old, before they tasted flesh. Instead of 
the modem boarding-school education of Britain, 
the daughters of this good roan were instructed in 
the arts of the dairy, of agriculture, and every branch 
of such useful and pastoral knowledge, as tended to 
make them good wives to men in the same humble 
and natural sphere of life which their father bad set 
before their eyes. None of this Arcadian family 
ever appeared in any other dress from head to foot, 
than in white apparel ; and they became not only the 
objects of admiration and love of their .surrounding 
neighbours, but the fame of his singular manner of 
life, his virtuous actions, and the general ingenuity 
of the whole fQ.mily, was spread over all America. 
The genius of his^ten children broke out in a variety 
of shapes, for tlwugh they were denied earthly 
masters, they had th^ great Master of all -nature full 
in view ; and their imitative powers burst forth like 
fruits in their season, and by the same hidden powers. 
They expressed juice from the herbs and flowers of 
the garden, and extracted gums from the trees of. the 
forest ; with these they made colours, and vied with 
each other which should excel most in the line of 
genius they pursued. In shoi[t, as has been express* 
ively said, the sister arts in America were then ten in 
number, . The fifth daughter, Mrs. Wright, became a 
modeller in clay, and to improve in her art, became so 
desirous of going to Philadelphia (where she then con- 
ceived all the then arts of the known world were to be 
seen), that, for the first time, she became forgetful of 
her filial duty ; and eloped privately to that queen of 
American cities. Being greatly straitened in point of 
circumstances, she soon after gave her hand to a sab- 
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stantial Quaker, who had nothing but age and money 
to recommend him to her favour. This connexion, how- 
ever, enabled her to buy such materials as she wanted, 
and to pursue the bent of her genius. At length mis- 
fortunes befel Mr. Wright, and he died, leaving his 
mgeoious wife, at tlie age of thirty-five, Jittle else to 
maintain her family, but the ingenuity of her head, 
and the cunning of her hands. Mrs*^ Wright after- 
wards came to England, and practised her art here 
with the greatest success. 

BREAKING EVIL TIDINGS. 

When Edward the Third engaged the fleet of 
Philip of Valois, he did it with so much effect, as to 
strike a panic i|^to the French ; and the men seeing 
the destruction * with which they were threatened, 
joonped from their ships, which they could not disen- 
gage, into their boats ; and more than four thousand 
are said to have perished in the waves. History 
hardly presents an instance of a naval victory more 
complete or more sanguinary ; the French ministers 
dared not acquaint Philip with the disaster; but got 
the court buffoon to break it off to hi^ royal master. 
This jester one day, in the king's hearing, began by 
••jing, " cowardly English," " dastardly Englbh," 
so o&en, that Philip enquired what he meant ? 
*• Why," says he, " that in the great battle, they had 
not the courage to jump into the sea, like the brave 
French and Normans." This paved the way for the 
necessary explanation. 
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PARISIAN FISHWOMEN. 

In the time of Loi^s XIV., the dattplmi iMvieg 
fecorered freni a bng siekness, tlie ^9liwoiiie& cjp 
Paris, who then formed a sort of body-corporato, 
deputed four of their troop to offer th«r co ng r at a* 
ia^ns. Alter some deia^, the ladiu were admitted 
hy the king's special conMBand, and condueted to the 
dauphin's apartment. One of tliem began a aort of 
harangue : " What would have become of ns» if oar 
dear dauphin bad died ? We should have lost oar 
all." The king had, in the meantime, unexpectedlj 
entered the room, and being extremely jeaioos of his 
power and glory, frowned at tils ill-jadged teompB- 
ment; when another of the depntatieii, with a mdy 
ingenuity, regained the good graces W bis mnjcs^, 
by adding, " True, we sbodd indeed have lost out 
all, for onr good king could never have survired, and 
would doubtleis have died of grief for the loss of Us 
dear son." 



ESCAPING A BEDLAMITE. 

Sir Thomas More, the Lord Chancellor of England, 
lived at Chelsea, In a mansion with a court and' gate- 
house In front of It, according to the fttthion of the 
fine. From the top of thii gatehouse, Hute was a 
ntost agreeable prospect, and bete Ms lordship Med 
frequently to sit in fine weather, accompanied by Ua 
dog. It happened one day, that a Tom o' Be<Hatt» 
a maniac vagrant, got up stairs while Sir Thomas was 
there, and coming up to him, cried out,'* Leap, Ton, 
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lordship over the battlements. Sir Tboinas, vbo was 
m feehle old man, and incapable of mach lesutance, 
hfA the presence of mind to say* " Let os first throw 
lihis Jittle dog o?ar." The Tom o' Bedbm threw the 
4og down inwpediately. " Pretty sport/' sud the 
J^d ChanceUor, " now go down and bring him up ; 
tj^n try again/' WhUe the poor madman went 
down lor -the deg« his Joidship made last the door of 
the stfws, and caUii^ for Mp, saved his life. 

THE CHINESE. 

The Chinese i^pear to have strong claims to 4he 
oedit of having been indebted to themselves alone 
ios the ini^ntiop 4>f the toob required in the piimary 
and necessary lirts of life. It has been obsetved, 
tha^ in relation to common took, sach as the plane 
and anvil, whet(^r in India or in Europe* in ancient 
<ir in modem times* they are foond fabricated in the 
same form, denoting one common origin* In Cluna 
alone, these tools hai^e something peenliar in their 
constitotion, clearly indicating that they are of ori- 
ginal invention. 

There is al^o reason to believe that not only inven- 
tions of the first necessity, bnt those of decoration 
and refinement, were known among the Cbittese in 
remote antiquity. The aimals of the empire bear 
testimony to the fact, and it is confirmed by a consi- 
deration of the natural progress of those inventions, 
and of dM state of the Chinese artists of this time. 
In th? first estahUshment of any art, it is praotbed 
awkwardly ; and this state is supposed to continue 
I 2 
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Stationary, until at length it advances to its second 
period, when it becomes improved, and the artist is 
enabled to avail himself to the utmost of every tool 
and machine that can aAist liim. The last period 
of perfection is that in which tbe artist is become so 
dexterous, as to complete bis work with few or awk- 
ward tools, and with Httle or no assistance : and 
such is the character of the* Chinese potter, weaver, 
worker in precious metals and in ivory, and of most 
others in the several trades commonly practised m 
the country. 

Tbe tools of every Chinese artificer, are of a dm- 
ple construction, and yet each tool is contrived to 
answer several purposes: thus the bellows of tlie 
bladismith, which is nothing more than a bellow 
cylinder of wood, with a valvular ^piston, besides 
blowing the fire, serves for his seat ^ben set on end, 
and as a box to contain the rest of his tools. Tlie 
joiner makes use of his rule as a walking stick ; and 
the chest that holds his tools, serves bSai as a bench 
to work on. • 

The Chinese are acquainted with all the metlka- 
uical powers, but none of them are applied on a 
great scale to facilitate and expedite labour. Sioi- 
pliciiy is the leading feature of all their contrivances 
that relate to the arts and manufactures. 

llie Chinese have made little progress in any of tbe 
liberal arts, or abstract sciences ; but whatever depends 
on mere imitation and manual dexterity, can be eze^ 
cuted as well and as neatly by a Chinese, as by the 
most skiKul artists of the western world ; and some of 
them in a style of even superior excellenoe. In tbe 
cutting of ivory into fans, baskets, pagodas, nest of 
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via^ or More lioUov noveable bftlb , one witbiQ tbe 
otbeo beaotifully car?ed ; the artuts of Europe eaimot 
pretend to vie with the Chinese ; jet it does not appear 
that they practice any other means than tluit of 
woridng in water with small saws* As little can 
Eorqpeans pretend to liral their Jarge horn Umtems of 
aevenl feet in diameter^ perfectly transparent in every 
party without .a flaw or op«qne spot» and without a 
seam; yet a small 4>Qrtahle stove or fomaoe^ an Iron 
boiler, and a pair of common .pincers, are all the toob 
that are required for the manufacture of these extraor* 
^Uoaiy machines. In silver filiagrei^a they are athsast 
equal to the Hindoos^ and their lacquered cabinets, 
and otherartides, .are exceeded only in Japan. They 
are not less eaLpert in .cutUng tortoise shell, and mother 
of pearl, and all kinds of gems and stones. In all 
the metals they work with neatness.; and. if they do 
not make a Lock or hinge that an JSngliah artist would 
IJDok at, It is only because a Chinese woold not pay 
tbe price of argood. one. Many other branches of tl^ 
nechantcal arts might be enumerated, in which the 
Chinese may consider themselves as second 'to none ; 
but those already mentioned* are^ufficient to eseniplify 
tbejr ingenuity and skill. 

ORIGIN OF GAS ILLUMINATION. 
In the year 1627, Jdhn Haoket and Octavo Strada 
obtained a patent for rendorti^g, coals and wood useful 
mtkoutjmok§^ . There is.no evidence , to .establish in 
poiitiTe tern^ that iUumUuUifln bs^goi was herevmeanl;* 
tbopgbf^e bvDgoage used seeaifrnoaroely open tf> any 
otber inleremBe; but in a work pablisbed at Frank- 
I 3 
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fort in the ^ear 168S, entitled, " Foolish Wudom, or 
Wise Folly" we have the conversion of coal and wood 
into gas and coke, most distinctly claimed as the dis- 
covery of a preceding period. 

" In Holland there is tarf, and in England there are 
coals, neither of which are good for burning in apart- 
ments or in melting houses ; I have, however, dis- 
covered a method of burning both these into good 
coals, so that they not only •produce no smoke or bad 
smell ; but yield as strong a heat for melting mate- 
rials as (hat of wood, and throw out soch fiames, that 
afoot of coal shall make a flame ten feet long. This 
I have demonstrated at the Hague with Uirf, and 
proved in England with coal, in the presence of M^ 
Boyle, by experiments at Windsor, on a large scale. 
It deserves also to be remarked, that the Swedes pro- 
cure their tar from fire wood. I have procured ttr 
from coal, which is in every respect equal to Swedish, 
and even superior for some purposes. I have tried it 
both on timber and ropes, and found it very excel- 
lent. The king himself ordered a proof of it to be 
made in his presence. 

" This is a thing of very great importance to the' 
English, and the coals, after the tar b extracted, aie 
better for use than before."* 



SUNGING. 
The doctrine of projectiles by means of slings, ap-' 
pears to have been carried to a degree of perfiectioir 
in the early ages, unknown to modem times. We 
read in scripture, that the men df the tribe of Benja- 
min, could throw a «tone to a hair-s breadth. The 
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Honians, too, aware that if any thing be siniply thrown 
from the hand, it acquires no greater velocity than 
that of the hand which throws it, used to wrap a 
thong of leather round their javelins, by which they 
could throw them with additional force. 

Some years ago, an English sailor amused the peo- 
ple of London with a singular exhibition of dexterity 
in this species of projectiles. He was called Jack 
the Barter, and threw bis darts, which consisted of 
thiri rods of deal, of about half an inch in diameter, 
and a yard long, to an amazing height and distance. 
These darts he would frequently throw over the 
New Church in the Strand ; or he could throw one 
horizontally the distance of eighty yards. He used 
to coil a small s?ing round the stick, by which he gave 
it a rotatory motion, that preserved it from altering its 
course, and, at the same time, allowed the arm which 
threw it, time to exercbe its whole force. 



SENTINELS CHEATED. 

A gentleman of Savoy, who had fallen in love 
with a young countess at Dresden, found the utmost 
difficulty in getting access to her. A window be- 
longing to the countess had indeed been quite conve- 
niently arranged by the chambermaid to get in by ; 
but certain sentinels, whose walk was in front of it, 
seemed to render all approach in that way imprac- 
ticable. At length the gentleman ordered his valet- 
de-chambre to disguise himself, and steal by night to 
the sentinels, and divert their attention from the win- 
dow. The mail did as he was direated, went up to 
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the soldiers, and after some conversation, produced a 
boftic of brandy, of which he gave them a liberal 
allowance. He then showed them a stone of the 
pavement, which was in the walk of the sentinels, bat 
remote from the window, and told them that he 
wanted this stone for a chemical experiment. He of- 
fered each of the grenadiers a louis d'or if thej woold 
assbt him, and dig op the stone with their bayonets* 
They took blm for a fool, accepted his money, and 
he obtmned what he wanted. Bi the mean time, his 
master had slipped tbtongh the window nnperceived. 
The grenadiers quarrelling about the money, the 
story of the stone came out, and made a great noise» 
it being supposed that the robber of the stone was some 
Italian in disguise, who had carried off an invaluable 
jewel ; nor was it until 1774, twenty-two years after 
the event, that the secret transpired. 

THE CONFIDENT OF NATURE. 

Hipparchus, the Bythinian, flourished about the 
hundred and sixtieth Olympiad. He has been 
called the prince of astronomers, from his discoveries. 
Improvements, and reformations in the science of the 
heavens. Pliny makes frequent and honourable 
mention of thb great man, and places him in the 
number of those sublime geniuses, who, by the pre- 
diction of eclipses, showed that men ought not to be 
surprised at these phenomena. Hipparchus extended\ 
his favourite science beyond Thales, and others of his 
countrymen; for he made an ephemerides for six 
hundred years to come; he so carefully observed 
what concenied eclipses, that he foond out the proper- 
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tioDs of their intervals ; he observed that the eclipses 
of the moon might return at the end of five months, 
and those of the san at seven. He is also greatly 
admured for his knowledge of the stars, and for hav- 
ing described their number, situation, and magnitudes ; 
and also for puttbg posterity in a capacity for disco- 
vering, not only whether they appear or disappear, 
but also whether they change their place and station 
in the lieavens, and Increase or decrease. He endea- 
voured to reduce to rule many nom discoveries which 
be made ; and invented new instruments, whereby he 
marked their places in the heavens. Finally, be re- 
commended the knowledge of the heavens as worthy 
the study of mankind, and well fitted to recompense 
the greatest labours. Pliny calls him, on this ac- 
count, the confident of nature ; and takes thb occa- 
sion to bestow upon the cultivators of astronomical 
science, an eulogy which is well deserving of quota- 
tion: " Illustrious men ! nay more thiUD men, who first 
discovered the laws by which those divinities were 
governed, and first set free the minds of men who 
used to tremble at eclipses, fearing they angured 
terrible calamities, or the extincdon of those glorious 
laminaries. Hail ! ye interpreters of Heaven, learned 
in the nature of all things, and the discoverers of 
things* by which you have overcome both gods and 
men ! for what mortal seeing those wonders, and the 
stated labburs of the stars, will not be content with 
the necessity to which his own nature is subjected V* 



d by Google 



94 PERCY ANB€I>0TB8. 



BIAGNIHCENT ENGRAVING. 

In Aat splendid work, tbe DefcriptioB of I^ffi, 
oompUed by ibe French lavaat, and pnblislied under 
tbe direction of Bonaparte* it is said, that " of all tbe 
new lesolts to wbich tbis work has given rise, er of 
which the «rts in France bad not made any applica- 
tion, tbe Bost useful is that for which we ate indiebled 
to tU inventive taUjU of 3L Conii. The aercnily cf 
the sky in Egypt conld not be well expressed h«t by 
tints of i^eat extent, and subjected to an inifona 
shading off. It was likewise necessary, in order to 
represent the smooth and qtacious surface thataerves 
as a ground to the Egyptian bas^relie£i« to employ 
equal tints, which seen at ^ little distance, produce 
the same effect as a wash. Means have been 
contrived to engrave tbe skies and the grounds, fay 
tbe help of a machine, wbich supplies the place of a 
long and expensive labour ; and tbe beauty of the 
execution surpasses every tiling wbich might be ex- 
pected from the most experienced artist. Thus the 
use of this instrument, which has been extremely use- 
ful in tiie execution of tbe plates of architecture, has 
at once procured the most satisfactory results, and 
effected a considerable saving in the expense of en- 
graving, and in the employment of time." 

Considerable injustice, we believe, is here done t* 
a very meritorious artist of our own country. A great 
many years before tbe appearance of tbis descriptioB 
of Egypt, Mr. Lowry, the engraver, had invented a 
machine calculated to produce exactly the same efiedi 
as those for which M. Cont6 here receives credit 
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When Genenl Andreossi was ambMsador from France 
to tins country, daring the short peace of 1803-4, be 
was presented with several spedmens of the sort of 
eflgnmng produced b;f Mr. Lowrys macfafaie; he 
nrast doubtless have shewn them to the artists of his 
own coontiy upon his retom ; and the least tiiat can 
be inferred is, that tfaej- were thus stimulated to dis- 
cover the means by wbidi thej were prodoced, and a 
second time invented, what fifr. Lowr j nmst be al- 
lowed the credit of hsiving been the first to cone^e 



INVADERS MADE FRIENDS. 
Cjpselos was King of Arcadia, when it was in- 
vaded bj the Heraclids, to whom an oracle bad de- 
clared that they ought to make a league with the Ar- 
cadians, if they received from them pledges of hospi- 
tality. As it was autumn, Cypselus ordered the 
country people to lay part of their fruits upon the 
high way, and then retire. The Heraclids having 
used the fruits, Cypselus advanced, and invited 
tfiem to the feast of hospitality. Remembermg 
the prophecy, however, they refused the offer. " Nay, 
then," says Cypselus, "I must tell you that your 
army has anticipated you, and already received our 
fruits as pledges of hospitality." The conclusion 
was not to be resisted; and thus, by the wisdom of 
Cypselus, the Heradidse were from enemies, turned 
into friends. 

ANTIDOTE TO INFECTION. 
Till wittin half a eentnry ago, no means had been 
diseovered of pretenting the spread of faifeetion In 
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fao8pitals» lazarettos, prisons, and other socU close 
and -crowded places ; every public journal fumisked 
some new instance of the fatal ravages it committed. 
Means as various as they were numerous, bad till 
then been employed without success. Aromatic fires, 
combustion of sulphur, acetic vapours, had all been 
tried, but to no purpose. In ITTS, a fever origin- 
ating from the putrid air of a church employed as a 
cemetery, committed such havoc in tlie city of Dijon, 
that nothing but the entire depopulation of the place 
was looked for. Guy ton de M orveau, who was then 
advocate-general to the parliament of Dijon, but who 
has established his fame on a basis of less questionable 
utility than any thing in a lawyer's vocabulary, 
^ensibly affected by the danger that threatened the 
community with which he was connected, turned his 
attention to the (|^scovery of some yet untried product 
of chemical art, that might stay the progress of the 
pestilence. It is accordingly to his science and in- 
genuity thus stimulated, that the world is at length 
indebted for the discovery of an invincible opponent 
to contagion, in the gas resulting from the decompo- 
sition of muriate of soda by sulphuric acid. By 
means of this gas, the church, the jails, and every 
other building of the city, was entirely freed from 
the infectious fever ; and Dijon was saved. 

At a subsequent period, OPonrcroy concluding 
that this muriatic acid gas possessed its pestilential 
Tirtoe in consequence of the oxygen it contained, 
suggested that it should be employed in that state in 
which it comprehended the greatest proportion of 
oxygen. M. de Morveau, who, without entering into 
the theories explanatory of the effect, <^tented hun- 
«elf with the important results to be derived from it. 
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bavlng ascertained, by comparative experiments, that 
the oxygenated muriatic acid (chlorine), proposed 
by Foarcroy, was actually of superior efficacy in most 
cases, lost no time in adopting the improvement ; and 
thus established one of the most powerful means with 
which tlie magistrate, as well as the physician, can 
arm themselves to combat infection. 

It 18 a circumstance singular enough to merit re- 
cording, that Morveau, to whom France is indebted 
for this and many other fruits of chemical sci^ce, 
became, as it were, a chemist by chance ; and that tlic 
apparatus from which he drew such practical results, 
was formed out of the wrecks of a poor alchymist's la- 
boratory. A young gentleman of Dijon, seduced by 
the promises of the adepts, had taken into his house 
as instructor in the secret art, one of those itinerant 
chemists, who used to wander a^out the world in 
tatters, asking only for an alembic and furnace to 
produce untold riches. After six months of expen- 
sive and futile experimenting, the gentleman beginning 
to doubt the sincerity of h'ls instructor, dismissed him 
about his business, and went to drown his folly in the 
dissipations of the metropolis, leaving to M. de 
Morveau that apparatus and materials, with which he 
first commenced the practical study of chemistry. 

A TIME SMELLER. 

. M. de Villayer, a member of the Academy of 
Sciences, who lived in the seventeenth century, exer- 
cised his inventive genius in constructuig a chrono- 
meter; which might indicate to a sense never before con- 
•olted on tnch an occasion, that of taste, the time of 
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da J, or rather ^ time of the night. In oor time, such 
an fnfentioB wooh! have been considered asmerelj ia- 
geniont idling ; but in the time of Af . de Villager, 
repeating watches were unknown. He, therefore, con- 
trired a cbdc with a large dial, the figures of wfaidi 
were hollow ; in these hollow figures, he placed va- 
riouslj flavoured sweetmeats ; and when he wished to 
know the hour of the night, felt witii his finger the 
position of tlie hand, and ascertained the hour bj the 
taste of the sweetmeats. 



THE FATHER OF MECHAKIGS* 

Archimedes was incomparably the most inventm 
and original of ancient mathematicians ; he was w^ 
acquainted witfi tiie principles of equilibrium, hydro- 
statics, and catoptrias ; indeed, he may almost be said 
to have been ^e fether of mechanics, for of all his 
discoveries, and perhaps no individnal, either among 
the andents or modems, ever discovered so much, 
the most remaxkable are &ose he made in mechanics, 
and the application of Aem to practice. Before his 
tone, this brandi of science did not exist In his 
work on the EquiKbrium of Bodies, he gives a proof 
of the fbndamentkl properties of the lever, whi^ has 
never yet been surpassed in simplicity ; and he applies 
his principles to find the centre of gra;vity of various 
spaces, with great ingenuity. In his work on the 
Floating of Bodies in Fluids, he shows a complete 
hisif^ into the nature of flmd equilibrium ; and de- 
termmes the position in which tiieyfloat in some cases, 
which can by no means be considered as easy, even 
to modem matiiematics. Indeed, without any ad- 
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dUtion to the pHnciples of Aicliimedea> tfae doctrine of 
equilibrium was c^^pable of being carried to its utmost 
extent, though among the anciently ]ita|i(kears to have 
stopped with him. 

Numerous mechanical contriTaaces have been at- 
tributed to Archimedes ; some of them piobaUy, only 
on account of the celebrity of his name% Por instance, 
he is said to haye been the author of an invention 
something like what aie now called Chinese pus- 
•sles ; in which certain angular pieces of ivoiy are to 
be put together, so as, by didPbrent arrangements, to 
produce ^e lesemblanoes of various objects. 

Archimedes seems to have turned much of his 
attention to the construction of machines of ex- 
traordinary powers.; and he boasted of the unlimited 
extent of his ait, in the well-known ejqpiession, ".give 
me but a spot to stand on, and I ^fil move the earth." 
The mechanicians of that time employed themselves 
not merely in ^proving the possibility of making a 
given force move any weighty however iacge, but ^ey 
studied to combine the best material means for 
carrying it into effect. Athensus describes a ship 
of extraordinary magnitude, which Hiero caused to 
be made, with twenty ranks of rowers, and containing 
so enormous a space, as to have on board, gardens, 
baths, walks, a gymnasimn, a large library, &c. This 
unwieldy mass, Archimedes is said, by means of 
some mechanical power, to have enabled Hiero to 
push into the sea, 1^ his own individual strength. 

Archimedes was, like all the mathematicians of 

that age, a diligent practical observer; and we are 

•told that he thought he had discovered the distances 

of the heavenly bodies from each other, and from the 

K 2 
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earth ; bat that his measures were rejected by the 
Platonists, as not folIowiDg that imagined accuracy 
of mathematical proportions, which they asserted 
mast necessarily exist. Cicero speaks of an orrray, 
as we should call it, made by Archimedes, and 
exhibiting the motion of the sun, the moon, and the 
planets ; which he uses as an argument against those 
who deny a Providence. " Shall we," says he, 
" attribute more intelligence to Archimedes for making 
the imitation, than to nature for framing the original i" 

By the iugenoity of Archimedes, the siege of Syra- 
cuse was long protracted ; Polybius relates, that when 
the Roman fleet appeared sailing towards the ci^, it 
was assailed at a distance from the walls, by power* 
ful machines, which threw darts and stones. Large 
levers were also made to project over the walls, from 
which iron claws were suspended; by these the 
Roman vessels were seized by the prows, and hoisted 
half-way up with such violence, as to be sometimes 
dashed under water, so that Marcellus observed, that 
" Archimedes used his ships like buckets.*' 

There does not seem to be any reason to doubt 
these statements, which are confirmed by the universal 
consent of historians. In fact, while modem artillery 
was unknown, much greater attention was paid to 
improving those instruments which were used ; and 
the effects produced, exceeded in many cases any 
thing we should think possible, without Ae use of 
gunpowder. The powers which were employed, were 
sometimes the elasticity of large beams of wood, of 
which a gigantic bow was made, and worked by ma- 
chinery ; and sometimes the forces of cords, of different 
substitnces, which being violently twisted, were al- 
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.lowed to untwist, and thus to give motion to a lever 
inserted in them. 

Though the study of mathematics b generally con- 
sidered diy and repulsive, by persons not engaged in 
it ; there seems to be few pursuits which have the 
power of exciting so strong and ardent an interest in 
the student. like our own immortal Newton, Ar- 
chimedes is said to have required to be reminded of 
the common duties of eating and drinking, h^ those 
about him ; and while his servants were placing him 
in the bath, he employed himself in drawing maAe- 
matical diagrams in the ashes which were spread on 
the floor, or in the oil with which his skin was 
covered. Thb abstraction made {people say, as 
Plutarch informs us, " that he was accompanied by 
an invisible siren, to whose song he was listening." 

A lively fancy might easily imagine a discoverer, 
in the entiiusiasm of speculations, to be absorbed in 
his attention to the voice audible only to his ears, 
w^ich revealed to lum truths, concealed from all the 
world beside. 



PROGRESS OF THE BiECHANICAL ARTS. 

If we enquire into the reason, why the. mechanical 
arts have so much got the start in growth, of Ithe 
snblimer or speculative sciences ? it will be found to 
proceed from our not being held in so much reve- 
rential awe, by former discoveries, in this department 
of knowledge. There was nothing which so much 
or so long retarded the progress of philosophy, as a 
superstitious veneration for the ancients. Men who 
made Plato or Aristotle the standard of human know- 
k3 
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ledge, could neVer possibly transcend the learning of 
their models. All they could either presume or pre- 
tend to, was to arrive at the same height; but like 
water, never to rise above the source. In the me- 
chanical arts, however, men have always ventured to 
act with great freedom, and been little, if at all, re- 
strained by preceding achievements ; no one has ever 
thought it a heresy to outlimn Appelles, or to. out- 
build the pyramids. It was never imputed to Galileo, 
except by the Holy Inquisition, that he saw farther 
into the celestial sphere, than either Aristotle or 
Ptolemy. Those optic glasses which afford us so 
enlarged a view of the planetary system, are not the 
less esteemed, because they were unknown to the 
ancients ; no more than that great secret in nature 
respecting the polar virtue of the loadstone, which 
Providence had reserved for the discovery of these 
later ages. Had the author of this happy and useful 
invention, one FlaVius Goia, a Neapolitan, who lived 
about four centuries and a half ago, conceived the 
same narrow and superstitious notion witli many of 
the modems — that the ancients had exhausted all the 
stores, and explored all the mysteries of nature ; tie 
should at present have been committing ourselves, as 
of old, to the sole conduct of the stars, without ven- 
turing to sail out of sight of the shore ; the greater 
part of the earth had remained yet unknown, and the 
pillars of Hercules continued still the tie plus uUra of 
the world. 

The admirers of ancient wisdom, do liot seem rightly 
aware of its real source. It was because the ancients 
had nobody before them to copy, that they became 
themselves originals j for want of foreign aid, Uiey were 
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obliged to eiert tlieir own native powers, and exerted 
them "with sucb imposing success. Had Homer or 
i^ristotle lived in later times, and been imbued witb 
tbe same spirit which has distinguished an age 
scarcely yet past, of copyists and commentators ; the 
one Tvould have sung the "^oes of Ilium in a canto 
from Virgil, and the other have -written notes ou 
Lucretius and Burgersdicius. 

Men who will not exert, or try to exert, their own 
minds, are lile to a certain rich man of Bcme. At an 
annual expense, he maintained in hb family some 
eminent persons skilled in all manner of science and 
literature, who sat always near him at table ; and, 
whenever the conversation happened to turn upon 
learned and ingenious topics, they used to prompt 
him, one with a sentence from Seneca, another with 
a verse from Homer, somebody else with a problem 
from Euclid, or a prolusion from Strada, according to 
their respective provinces. All these, the ignorant 
and lazy patron thought himself entitled to the merit 
of, as he had paid for their learning ; nor did he 
scruple to boast of the glorious luxury of thus bvyivg 
all his wit ready made* 

VALUE OF WORKMANSHIP. 
Of all manufactures, those of hardware are the 
most favourable to the encouragement of industry, 
the progress of labour, and skill. There is none that 
admits of such minute and subtle divisions and sub- 
divisions of labour ; of course there is none in which 
the workmen can be expected to attain to such per- 
fection, both for dexterity, celerity, and neatness of 
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execution, in the particular things about which they 
are occupied. There are no manufactures vhidi 
cany to so great an extent, the adventitious Taloe 
resulting from the labour and skill employed by the 
workman on the crude material ; consequently, there 
. is none that offers higher rewards to the exertions of 
industry. The value of the raw materials of hud- 
ware, is as nothing, compared with that of the 
finished fabrics. A chain was manufactured at Wood- 
stock, which weighed only two ounces, and cost one 
hundred and seventy pounds ; being one hundred and 
sixty-three thousand, six hundred times the value of 
th^ original iron from which it was made ! The same 
may be said of varioos manufactures in tin, coipp&t 
ivory, and even in silver and gold. The workman- 
ship is nearly all in all ! 

BATTLE OF THE DISHES. 

If we may give credit to some old authorities, the 
pastry-cooks of former times, possessed moreingenui^ 
tlian they do at the present day. At great entertain- 
ments, it was formerly not unusual to exhibit a castle 
made of pastry, with gates, draw-bridges, battlements, 
and port-cuUises ; on the battlements of the castle, 
were planted guns, 'made of the kex or hemlock, gilt ; 
these cannons were charged with gunpowder, and re- 
gular trains laid, so that as many of them might be 
discharged at once as was wished. The castle was 
placed at one end of the table, and at the other end 
was a ship, made also of pastry, with masts, sails, 
flags, and streamers ; and guns charged with gun- 
powder, with a train; the same as in the castle. In 
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t be middle of the table was placed a stag made iii 
paste, bat hollow, and filled with red wine. A broad 
arrow was stock in tiie side of the stag. Near it 
-were placed two pies, made of coarse paste ; one was 
filled with live frogs, and the other with live birds. 

All being thus prepared, and placed in order on 
the table, a lady was first persnad^ to draw the arrow 
ont of the body of the stag, on which the red wine 
issued like blood out of a wound. The guns on one 
side of the castle were next, by lighting the train, 
discharged against the ship, wluch was quickly re- 
tamed by a bioadude from the vessel ; the sakers 
on which the castle and ship were placed, were then 
turned round, and the remaining guns of both dis- 
charged. The two great pies still remained un- 
touched, when curiosity or intreaty bduchig some 
person to raise the lid of one, the frogs jumped 
ont, to the amusement uf some, and the dismay of 
the others ; on raising the lid of the other pie, out 
fiew the birds, which naturally flying to the light, 
soon put out all the candles ; and while all was tlius 
rendered hurley-burly and confusion, a banquet in 
an adjohibg room was announced as ready, and upon 
the table. 

BLIND STATUARY. 

Johannus Gambasius Volaterranus, who lived 
in the early part of the seventeenth century, was 
brought up as a statuary, and worked for twen^ 
years at lus profession, with great reputation. Soon 
afterwards, he became totally blind ; for ten years he 
lay totally idle, as far as regards working with his 
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hands, bat his mind was often employed in discoTer- 
ing some method bywhich he might recal and retain 
that glory, which he had acquired as a statuaiy. 
The want of his eyes soon became so faf com- 
pensated by the vigour of his mind, that he at- 
tempted what had hitherto been unheard of. He 
undertook to model in clay, the effigies of Cosmo, 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany, taking for his pattern 
a marble statue of the duke, which he diUgently 
felt and handled. " He made it so lively and so 
like," says the author of Petites Services de Unguent 
Armario, from whom this account is taken, *' that 
all men were amazed at this miracle of art Excited, 
therefore, with the excellency of the work, and the 
acclamations and applause of such as had beheld it, 
he came to Rome, in that ample theatre, to pre- 
sent a specimen of his art. It was in 1636, 
he first framed the statue of Pope Urban the 
Eighth, to such an exact resemblance pf him, as was 
to the admiration of all men, and presented it to 
Urban himself. He afterwards made the statues of 
Duke Braccianus, of Giraldus, and .divers otben : 
when he lay sick at Onuphrius, and I, then his 
physician, he often promised me his workmsmship in 
my own, which I utterly refused, that my slight 
service should not be rewarded with so over great 
a recompense. When most men were amazed at 
this miracle, and suspected that he was not blind, 
he was commanded to work in a dark chambei^ 
wherein he was locked up, where he finished diveis 
pieces unto a perfect likeness, lively and strangely 
expressing the proper beauty of every face, the 
particular kind, the grave, affable, cheerful, or sad ; 
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'as indeed they were : and to speak it iu a word, he 
expressed them almost speaking, and the hidden 
manners in their lineaments ; and thereby con- 
vinced all men of the excellence of his art. This 
was asserted by many noble persons, who were eye- 
witnesses, and that before Philippias Saracenus, 
the public notary, and so consigned over to public 
record, that fnture ages thence might not want 
occasion to give credit to this miracle." 



CLOCK OF LUNDEN. 

In the cathedral of Londen, there is a curious 
clock, which, for the number of its figures and 
moTMBents, may vie with those of Stoasburg and 
Lyons* Every hour, two horsemen issue out to en- 
counter, and a door flies open, which discovers the 
Virgin Mary on a throne, with Christ in her anns, 
the Magi with their retinue marching in order, and 
pfeaenting their gifts, while two trumpeters are 
sounding to the procession. This clock also shows 
the month, day of the month, and every festival 
thioaghout the year. 

DRAWING IRON WIRE. 
Queen Elizabeth formed a corporation, to which 
she granted various exclusive privileges, for the pur- 
pose of encouraging the art of mining in England. 
She also invited many foreigners Into England, of- 
fering Ihera free permission to dig for metallic ores. 
Among these foreigners, was Christopher Scbultz, a 
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native of Aimaberg in Saxon j, who was particuiarly 
skilled in finding catamine, and in making brass. He 
introdoced the method of drawing iron wire by means 
of engines ; which, l>efore the seventh year of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, had been drawn by the strength of 
men in the forest of Dean. Thb wire was princi- 
pally used in making bird cages, and cards for combing 
wooL 

HANGING BRIDGE OF SCHAFFHA.USEN. 

At Schaffhaosen, a frontier town of Switzerland, 
the Rhine is so extremely rapid, that it had, in 
former times, destroyed several bridges of stone, 
bailt upon arches of the strongest construction. At 
length a carpenter of Appenzel offered to throw a 
wooden bridge, of a single arch, across the river, 
which it woald be in the power of no torrent to sweep 
away. The magistrates of Schaffhausen^ however, 
insbted that it should consist of two arches, and that 
he should make use, for that purpose, of the middle 
pier of the old bridge, which remained entire. Ac- 
cordmgly, the architect was obliged to obey ; but he 
has contrived it in such a manner, that the bridge is 
not at all supported by tiie middle pier ; and it cer- 
tainly would have been equally safe, and considerably 
more beautiful, had it consbted solely of one arcb. 
It u a wooden bridge, of which the sides and top 
are covered, and the road over is almost perfectly 
level : it is what the Germans call a hsngewerk, or 
hanging bridge ; the road not being carried, as is 
usual, over the top of the arch ; but, if we may use 
the expression, b let down into the middle of it, and 
there suspended. 
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The middle pier 18 notabsolatelj in a right line 
vrlih the side ones, that rest apoo the shore, as It 
forms with them a very obtase angle, pointing down 
the stream, being eight feet out of the linear direction. 
The distance of this middle pier from the shore, that 
lies towards the town, is , one hundred and seventy- 
one feet ; and .frem the other aide, one hundred and 
ninety-three; in ail,,tliree hundred and siz^-fonr * 
feet ; making* in appearance, two arches of a sur- 
prising width, and forming the most beantifnl perspec- 
tive imaginableY when viewed at some distance. A 
nan. of the slightest weight wa&ing upon the bridge, 
feels it tfemble under him ; and yet waggons heavily 
Jaden pass oter.it without danger ; and ttlthongh in 
Abe Mttter instance the bridge seems «lmost to t^rack 
with pressure, it does not appear to have ever suf- 
fered the loa^ damage. It has been compared, and 
▼ery justly, to ft- tight rope, which trembles wlien it 
is atrack, bnt'Still preserves its firm «n6e(}ual tension. 
When -the greatness of the plan, and tlie boldness 
of the construction, are considered, one i» astomsfaed 
that the architect was a common carpenter, without 
the least proficiency in learning, totally ignorant of 
mathematics, and not at all versed in the theory of 
mechanics. ^Fhe . name of this ' extraordinary man 
WA9 Uliick Grubenman, «n obscure droaken feilow of 
jZoffen, a small village in the canton of Appen«el. 
Possessed of anedmnioik natural abilities, and a snr- 
priflliDg torn <for the practical part df mechanics, he 
raised himself to grtat eminence in' his proflession, 
and may justly be considered as one of the' most 
ingenious arehiteets of tbie past century. Thb 
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bridge was finished in three years, and cost ninety 

thousand florins ; about j£SO00 sterling. 



NEGRO MACHINIST. 

Id the year 1819, a negro of the state of New 
York, exhibited tbe model of a machine which he 
had constructed, for cutting, threshing, and win- 
nowing wheat, rye, &c*, all at one operation. Tbe 
machine is constructed to be moved by one horse ; it 
enters a field of wheat, or rye,&c., and taking a whole 
ridge at once, cuts, threshes, and winnows the grain, 
fit for the mill or market, and that without waste, or 
leaving any thing behind to be cloned. This ope- 
ration can be performed as fiist as the usual pace at 
which a bor^e walks. 

This machine may be divided, and that part which 
cots and gathers the grain, only used ; when it ^ 
calculated that two horses, and one man to attend on 
them, will cut and gather the grain of twenty-five 
acres of land in one day. 

THEATRE OF PUPPETS. 

" Among other sights in Milan," says a traveller, 
" I went to Girolamo's theatre of poppets (le Mari- 
onette), and laughed more than at any exhibition I 
ever beheld. You may perhaps think this was child- 
ish enough entertainment ; so it was. But you don't 
know it, nor have yon ever «een any thing like it, 
nor any thing so superlatively ludicrous. The pop- 
pets were about five feet, or perhaps less, in bei^t ; 
and Girolamo, the master -and owner of the theater. 
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was the animatiog soul and voice of tiiese grotesque 
images. He bad to speak and modulate his yoice in 
the characters of nine or ten different dramatis per- 
sona, male and female. He was, of course, invisible. 
After an overture from a raost miserable orchestra, in 
which there was neither time nor tune, nor any thing 
like tolerable mui>ic, the curtain^ on which was a very 
clever painting, drew up, and a little deformed black, 
in a suit of brown, with scarlet stockmgs, and an 
immense cocked hat, moved forward upon the stage, 
and began a. soliloquy, which was interrupted by the 
entrance of another strange figure, a female, who 
entered into a smart dialogue with the little black, 
whose gestures, grimaces, and contortions of limb, 
weie amazingly absurd, although perfectly in unison, 
in point of time and Italian mamier, with the recita- 
tion which seemed to proceed from hb inflexible lips. 
Had it not been for a certain awkward rigidity in 
their sidelong motions, when moving from one part 
of the stage to another, and for the visibility of the 
wire attached to their heads, and de8<;endlng from the 
roof above the stage, one might have been deceived 
for a little, into a belief of the animal existence of 
these strange personages. They walked about very 
clumsily » to be sure ; but then they bowed, and 
anrtsied, and flourished with their arms, and twisted 
themselves about, with as much energy and propriety 
of effect, as roost of those worthy living puppets who 
infest the stages of the little theatres in London. 
There were two skeletons, who played their parts 
admirably. They glided about, and accompanied 
their hollow-voiced speeches with excellent gesticu- 
lations, while their fleshless jaws moved quite natU'»^ 
t 2 
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valhf, Tbok, to crosm ali^ ^ere wis a biOkt of 
atKNit adosen-of tiKse poppets; Md the j daoeed 
widi all tkft a^ity o# Vestris, and cut nmeh fcSgfettir 
tliaaeveKhedid » hlslife. They actually did cut 
exfrenely weU -whiAe in the ak« You know the 
lechaical meanhig of that woid hi' the dancfug- 
master's ▼ocabulary. Ail the airs and graces of the 
il^reach opera-dancets, iht^pireugttu,Bpikiimg rowad 
with a horizontal leg, &r«, w«re adiuirably quizzed. 
Que of these daneerii^ dressed like a Ddtehntttt^ 
stopped short, after a few- capen>. iukI, dhMvihg a 
soaff-boz ftom his pocket, took a pitieh ; then re- 
placed the box, and set <^ agahi with* a most eacslfed 
example of the entrechat. His partner hdped' ber- 
seU^ from a packet^pigtol, to a dram, and then recom- 
iiM»ced her forious exertion 



THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE. 

The orientalists imagbie, that airidng other acqnire- 
menta, the EoiopeaiBS are in pessetslon of the pfaSlo* 
8opher?s stone^ and scttie among themselves wt tfot 
wantingi who psetend to this gift. When*Mr. Kinneir; 
whojtravelled throogh Asia MiiioF,and the neighbduring 
ooufitiies^ in I&IS and 18 14, was at Bassora^, Mr* Co^ 
quhean, the aedng resident at that phbe, r«oeif«d a 
message fromair Arabian philosopher, whosappKfcated 
hispretectiun fipom^tbe crael aoid continued pei^«cafion 
of ids countrymen. Hatitig been informed that he bad 
Hk power of transmuting the basest metals into gold, 
they daily put him to the forture, to wring his secret 
from him. He added, that be would divulge every 
thing hekmewta Mr. Colquhotiit;^rovided he was 
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permiUod to reside m t^e factory, lie accordingly 
retired, and soon afterwards returned with a smail 
cracible, and chafing-dish of coals ; and when the 
former had become hot, he took four small papers, 
containing a whitish powder, from his pocket, and 
asked Mr. Colqahoun to fetch in a piece of lei^d ', 
the latter went into his study, and taking four pistol 
bullets, weighed them, unknown to the alchymist ; 
these, with the powder, he put into a crucible, and 
the whole was immediately in a state of fusion. 
After the lapse of about twenty minutes, the Arabian 
desired Mr. Colquhoun to take the crucible from tlie 
fire, and put it into the open air to cool ; the con- 
tents were then removed, and the residuum proved 
to be a piece of pure gold, of the same size as the, 
bullets. The gold was afterwards valued at ninety 
piastres. 

*' It is not easy," says Mr. Kinneir, ** to imagine 
how a deception could have been accomplished, since 
the crucible remained untouched by the Arab after 
it had been put upon the fire ; while it is, at the 
same time, difficult to conceive what inducement a 
poor Arab could have had to make an English gen- 
ileroan a present of ninety piastres. Mr. Colquhoun 
ordered him to return next day ; which he promised 
to do ; but m tlie middle of the night, the 3hiek of 
Grane, with a body of armed men, broke into his 
house, and carried him off" 

Mr. Kinneir sajs, " Whether Uiis unhappy man 
possessed, like St Leon, the art of makuig gold, we 
are not called on to determine." Now, althougli we 
conceive the Arabian philosopher just as capable of 
transmuting metals as the immaculate St. Leon, so 
L 3 
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tipitf ffoloUid by Ml** Kinndr, we itUl are leepHoif 
cMHigh to flippose thai there was abilndftiiee of tine 
to fofte a soUd masa of gold dnriag the abseace of 
Mr. Golqarbonn ; and afterwaids to waste the lead by 
the nataral progress of oxidattioD, loded by » sttong 



CHINESE Uf £ PRESERVER. 

The Chinese nse a life pilpsenrer which, Uioogh 
perfectly safe, i» of the simpiest coaslnicfSoD ; it 
inerety cotislsts of eight batnlboos, of about six or 
seven feet long ; two of these are placed faoriaon- 
fatly before them, and two behhid ; and these are 
csessed by two on each side. The whole ve pro- 
perly secured, lelinng n space for the^ body, so that 
k can easily be put on over their heads, anRl t|ed 
seenrely in a minute, in clMO of any emergency^ 
With these bamboos, they cannot pos^ly sink. 

THE OXFORD DRAGON. 
Jacob Bobart the yonnger, and son of a GtroHDi 
Mortionttorist of the same name, who snperihteaded 
the Physic Garden hi Oiford,. in the stfrenleentb 
eentnry, once played an ingeniovi^ hoan on ths 
learned of that onhrersity. He found a large dead 
lat in the garden,, and transformed it by art Into tfaa 
ahape of a dragon, ns represented in oldand-cttioof 
hooks of natural history, particularly in Aldnyvandin^ 
This was shown to various learned men, all of wiieiB 
believed it to be a genuine and invaluable speciflea 
•f tho dragon. Many fine copies of veisea were 
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written by tlie Wi&unA, hi hoaoeff of Bobert a^ bn 
oMtcblets diacmery, and persons floeked from all 
pMIs to see it Bobait owned the cheat some years 
after, bnt it was for a long time preserred as a master- 
ffiecto of art. 

BATTLE OF MANTINEA* 

IntheopiaiDitof the greatest roasters of the art 
of war, ihete nevei^was my tbkig of the kind more 
skilful, or more singular, than* tlie arrangenent of the 
Tbeban army on the plains of Maatkiea, where their 
tender, Epaminondas, lost his life, in achieving his 
greatest victory. Although superior in the nnmber 
0f his men, he thought it prudent to omit nothing 
that might possibly contribute to the success of the 
kattle ; and never did be employ more art to deomve 
an enemy, and to conceal from tliem bb intended 
Older of fight 

The Lacedemonian army was encamped at the foot 
of Mount Fartheraus ; and that of the Thebans, on 
the deeKvity of the same hiJIr £patt4aondaS) with- 
0tit regarding the order of the Spartans, whom he 
did not deabt of disconcerting by the singntanty of 
hb attack, formed his men bclore movhig from the 
plaee of encampment On hw left woig, which wafr 
destined ta charge the Lacedemoninis themselves, he 
posfted hb Thebans and Arcadians, behig the flower 
of Ida army ; tfae Argives composed his right ; the 
Enboeans, Sicyonians, and Locrians, occupied his 
eeotre ; and the cavalry was dbposed along the 
wingsk 

After ittforming every eorps ef the order in which 
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it was to light, Le iustaatly changed his. dispositloBr 
put his army in mutioo, aud> iu a mQoieut, appeared 
iu a single line, as. if intending to march. He ad- 
vaoced, indeed, towards the enemy ; hnt, from the 
disposition of his troops, they were convinced that 
he meant to decamp. Still more to deceive them, 
after continuing his march for some time, he at once 
halted on an eminence, and caused all his infantry to 
ground their aruis« Thb hehaviour persuaded the 
Lacedemonians that £paminondas intended to en- 
camp. Their oificers were the first deceived* and 
accordingly quitted their stations ; the soldiers, after 
their example, left their rauks, and thus the whole 
Lacedemonian army, which had till th^n continued 
in hattie-array, breaks, and disperses all over their 
camp« 

Thia was the effect that Epaminondas had foreseen 
and expected. As soon as he perceived the Lacede- 
monians in the disorder of an army quietly retiring to 
their quarters, from a belief that there was nothing 
more to be feared, be commanded Ids men to recover 
their arms, and advanced quickly to the attack. The 
enemy, in amazement, run in haste to recover their 
ranks, and form, with all possible expedition* 

They think of nothing now, but to act on the de* 
tensive ; Epaminondas's troops being already formed, 
while they were hardly begun to make their dispo- 
sition .. Notwithstfinding their surprise, however, they 
threw themselves into the form of aphalanj^. The Athe- 
nian auxiliary horse take post on one wing, tlie Lacede- 
monian cavalry on another. Their precipitation pro- 
duces confusion ; and, on viewing the excellent order, 
of the Theban army, they could ^peqt nothing bat 
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aeertftia 4tfttiU One part of the Theban hone had 
alreedy placed tfaenMolves iti front of the Athenians, to 
overawe and prevent them from takfaig thehr infantry 
in flank. The rest opposed the Lacedemonian ca- 
-vahrj. Epaminondas had interspersed among his. 
horse small parties of excellent Thessalian slingers 
and archers, a precaution ifvbich the Lacedemonians 
bad neglected. As soon as hb cavalry had taken 
tbeir station, Epaminondas, who had, till now, led 
on his army in the form of a phalanx, with a single 
Hne, all of a sudden orders the extremity of his right 
wing to halt ; and, at the same time, advances briskly 
with the left wing, in an angular form, with the point 
of which, as with the beak of a galley, to use Xeno- 
phon's expression^ he charges the centre of the 
enemy. 

He had the precaution to place in thb wing his 
dioicest troops, which were, besides, sustained by 
those of the other wing, the last extremity of which, 
extended to this formidable point in which he now 
adyanced. His intention was to bear down the centre 
of the Lacedemonians, and then to charge them in 
flank, to light and left, when, after being thus di- 
vided, they might be more easily overpowered. In 
the first part of this design, he completely succeeded ^ 
and had he, after breaking the enemy's centre, only 
adhered to the plan of turning quickly on their wings, 
victory would have cost the Thebans less blood than 
it did, and, in all probability, his own life would 
have been spared. But forgetting the general in the 
soldier, he continued dealing out destruction on the 
broken centres of the enemy, till, by the reunion of 
Iheir v^ings, he was at length separated from his own 
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troops, and only rescued willi the greatest difficulty,, 
to know before be died o£ bis wounds,, tbat the vic- 
tory to which his ingenuity so n^ucb contributed, bad 
not bten.lost by his valorous indiscretion.. 



HARALD HAARDRADE. 

When Harald Haardrade served the Emperor of, 
Constantinople, and carried on war in the Mediter- 
ranean, and adjacent countries, he is said to bare 
displayed great ingenuity in taking the places he be- 
sieged. He once caused a report of his death to be. 
spread. His men mourned his loss, in their camp ^ 
and at lengtti requested leave to inter his remains in 
the town which they were besieging. The enemy 
very simply consented. A coffin was accordingly borne 
towards the town, followed by numerous mourners, 
who were Haardritde's own men, with concealed arms, 
under their clotlies. The gates being opened, the. 
party entered, followed up closely by others of bis. 
troops. Harald then made his appeerance, and his, 
men threw off their dbguise, which so intiuiidattd 
the iuhabitants, tbat they immediately surrendered, 
the town. 



EXTRAORDINARY WIRE BRIDGE. 

Near Philadelphia, a wire bridge has been con- 
structed of singular strength and lightness, for al- 
tliough it extends over a space of upwards of fuun 
hundred feet, and is sufficiently strong to bear almost 
any number of persons upon it; yet the whole weight 
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of the bridge does not amomit to more than 4703lbs ; 
idchiding the wire, 13]4Ibs ; wood work, S380tbs ; 
and 81bs of nails. 

Four men, it is said, would do the work of a si- 
milar bridge, in two months of good weather, and 
the whole expense would not exceed three hundred 
dollars. 



PFIFFER*S MODEL OF SWITZERLAND. 

The name of Pfiffer deserves, if it has not already 
acquired, an eminent place in the history of art, for 
the ingenuity, skill, and perseverance with which he 
has given to his native country, a more complete de- 
scription of its topography, than is possessed by any 
other country on earth. ** It is,** says Mr. Coxe, " a 
model in relief; the principal partis composed of wax, 
the mountains of stone, and the whole is coloured ; 
several mountains, as well as their form, are distin- 
guished. General Pfiffer has already been employed 
in this work about ten years ; with the utn&ost patience 
and assiduity, he has himself raised the plans upon 
the spot, taken the elevations of the mountains, and 
laid them down in thenr several proportions. The 
plan is 80 minutely exact, that it takes in not only all 
the mountains, lakM, rivers, towns, villages, and 
forests, but every cottage, every torrent, every bridge, 
and even every cross, is distinctly and accurately re- 
ptesented. 

** In the prosecution of this laborious performance, 
he has been twice arrested for a spy ; and in the po- 
pular cantons, has fre^^uently been forced to work by 
moonlight, in order to avoid the jealousy of the pea- 



d by Google 



120 KCV AN£€I>OTES. 

saato, who think their liberty wiMild be endaaigered, 
should 80 exact a p)an be taken of their country. 
As he is obliged to remain some time upon the top 
of the Alps, where no provision can be proooffed, he 
generally carries witli him a few she-goats, wbo«e 
ailk supplies him with Boarishmeat. Indeed, his 
perseverance in surmounting all the difficulties that 
necessarily have arisen in the course of this under- 
taking, is almost inconceivable. When he has finished 
any particular part, he sends for the peasants who 
reside near the spot, especially those who hinit the 
chamois, and bids them examine accur^eiy each par- 
ticular mountain ; whether it Qorres|K>nd$, as far as 
the smaUness of the scale will admit, with its nataral 
appearance, and then, by frequent retouching, he 
corrects the deficiencies. He tal«et all hb elevationa 
from the level of the lake of Lueciiie, which, ac- 
cording to M. de ^aussure, is about fooiteen hundred 
and. eight; feet above tbeJMediterrancan. 

"This model, exhibiting the most moutttasaons 
parts of Switzerland, conveys a most sublime pictor^ 
of .an immense body of Alp«» pil^one uponiisether, 
as if the story of .the TitaoiS'were -realiaed^ and they 
had succeeded (at l^ast .in one part of >Abe glohe) ta 
heapmg an Ossa upon a Pelion, and ;an Oiympvs 
upon an Qssa. The genesal infofmed me (and it is 
somewhat ren^rkable) that ^he tops of the Alps, 
which cross Switzerland iln the $ame Koe, are neady 
of the same level, or, in other words, there are coa- 
tinued cJ^Mns of mountains of the same elevation, 
rising in. prpgresslon.tq tlie. highest rlinge, and. from 
thence gradually .descending, in ^e same propoition, 
towards Italy.** 
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STUPENDOUS LIFTS. 

In tbe year 1782, Catherine, Empress of Kussia, 
erected an equestrian statue of Peter the Great, at 
St. Petersburgh. This! statue, whidi was executed by 
M* FaJcoimet, was raued on an enormous pedestal 
of granite. When Falconnet had conceived the de- 
sign of his statue, the base of which vms- to- be formed 
of a huge rock, he carefully examined the environs 
of the city; and after considerable research, disco- 
vered a stupendous mass of granite half buried in 
the midst of a morass. The expense and difficulty 
of transporting it, were no obstacles to Catherine. 
Bjher orders, the morass was immediately drained ; 
a road was cvt trough a forest, and carried over the 
viarsby gronnd; and the stone, which, itfter it had 
iteen somewhat reduced, weighed fifteen hundred 
tons, ^as removed *o St. Petersburgh. This was ac- 
«ompllshed in less'.than six months after the rock was 
disoovered. It was removed by means of a windlass 
miA 4arge friction balls, alternately placed, and re- 
word' along groves fixed on each side of the road. 
^;this manner it was drawn, with forty men seated 
«pon^ its top, about four miles, to the banks of tbe 
NevB^ where it was embarked in a vessel constructed 
on purpose to receive it ; and thus conveyed about 
the same distance by water to St. Petersburg. 

When landed at Petaisburg, it was forty-two feet 
long at the base, thirty-six at the top, twenty-one 
thick, and seventeen feet high ; a bulk greatly sur- 
passing in weight the most boasted monuments of 

9C 
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EgjpfiAn or Boman grandeor. Oa this pedestal, 
Faiconnet raised a spirited statae of colossal size, of 
the founder of St. Petersbargh. 

In the jear 1795, a priest of Bologna, in Italy, 
invented a machine to remove wails from one place to 
another. A trial being made to enlarge by this means 
the choir of St. Michael's Charch, a wall, fonrteen 
feet long, twenty feet high, and thirteen inches thick, 
was removed a dbtance of three yards, in the space 
of seven minutes. 

WONDERS OF THE CHISEL. 

In the church of St. Severo, at Naples, there are 
some statues of very extraordinary workmanship. 
One represents a female, covered with a veil, which 
is most happily executed in marble, and has all the 
effect of a transparency. There is another of the 
dead Christ, covered with the same thin gauze veil, 
which appears as if it were mobt with the cold damp 
of death. Both of these pieces were the woik of a 
Venetian of the name of Corradine. There is also 
a statue of a figure in a net, the celebrated woik of 
Queirato, a Genoese, which is a model of pains atid 
patience. It is cut out of a single block ; jet the 
net lias nolany folds, and scarcely touches the statve. 



THE FOUR FS. 

M. Pontac, a French magistrate, of great abilities, 
but extremely indolent, having retired to his country 
seat, to divert himselfduring the summer season, a suitor 
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went to Lim^to solicit a final determination of a cause - 
which had been many years protracted. He arrived 
just as the president was going to mount for the 
chase. M. Pcmtac being of a facetious disposi- 
tion, bade him stay till he came back, and in tlie 
meantime to amuse himself with finding out the 
meaning of the letters that were over his gate, viz., 
four P's. When M. Poutac came back from the chase, 
he found his dangling suitor. " Well my friend/' 
says the judge, "have you made out the inscrip* 
tion ?*' " Yes, my lord, that I have ?" "Aye, well, 
what is it ?" It is pauvre plaideur, prenez patience, 
(Poor pleader, pray have patience). The real signi- 
fication of the letters was, Peter PantaCt Premier Pre- 
sident } but M. Pontac was so pleased with the new 
turn ingeniously given to them, and so admonished 
by the reproof it conveyed, that the cause was 
decided next day. 

SDITLlFyiNG INSTRUCTION. 

A Highland piper having a scholar to teach, thus 
initiated him into aknowledge of semi-breves, minims, 
crotchets, and quavers. " Here, Donald," quoth he, 
" tak ye're pipes mon, and gie us a blast." But. 
as we caiinot make him in character speak Erse, we 
may as well make him talk English, and his lesson will 
be better understood. " Here Donald," said he, " take 
your pipes my lad, and give us a blast. — So ! very 
well blown indeed ! But what is sound, Donald, 
without sense ? You may blow on to all eternity 
without making a tune of it, if I do not tell you how 
the queer things on that paper must help. You see. 
M 2 
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that, £^ow, with tiie whha loand open foee (point- 
ing to a lemi-breve, between the two lines of a bu) 
he moves slowly from that line to this, while yon beat 
<me with yoor foot, and take a long blast ; if now 
you put a leg to him^ you make two of liim, and 
he*ll move twice as fest* If yon blacken hb face 
thus, he'll ran four times foster than the first fellow 
with the white faoe^ And what think ye, after bladL- 
eulng his face thus, if you bend bis Imee^ or tie his 
legs, he will hop you still eight times faster than tiie 
white-faced fellow I showed you first Now, whenever 
you blow your pipes, Donald, remember this ; the 
tighter those fellows' legs are tied; the faster they 
will nu, and the quicker they are- sure to dance." 



DUKE OF BRIDGEWATER, AND MR. 
BRINDLEY. 

Few improvements of modem times have con- 
tributed so much to increase the internal conmieioe 
and wealth of this country, as canal navigation. For 
this important feature in the scdentifio history of the 
eighteenth century, we are indebted to the Duke of 
Biidgewater, whose magnificeht plans have rendered 
his name so celebrated in canal navigation. These 
plans were first commenced in 1768, 1759. Possess- 
ing an extensive property at and near Worsley, rich 
in coals, which could not by land-carriage be coi^ 
veyed to Manchester, so advantageously as those 
from the pits on the other side of that town, the dvke 
was naturally led to consider of a better mode of 
conveyance* A formerly projected, but unexecuted. 
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V^eme o£ makiug Worsley biook navigable to the 
IrwelJy evidently suggested the design; but the 
original and conunanding abilities of bis engineer, 
that wonderful self-instructed genius, James Brindley, 
pointed out a much more eligible mode of effecting 
his purpose, than by means of the waters of a winding 
brook , subject to the extremes of overflow and drought 
A canal was cut, which, at its upper extremity in 
Worsley^ enters a hill by an arched passage, partly 
bricked, and partly formed by the solid rock, wide 
enough for the admission of long flat-bottomed boats, 
which are towed by means of hand-rails on each side. 
This passage penetrates near three quarters of a mile,^ 
before it reaches the first coal works. It there divides 
into two chaimels, one of which goes five hundred 
yards to the right, and the other as far to the left, and 
may be continued at pleasure. In the passage, at 
certain distances, air-funnels are cut through the 
rock, issuing perpendicularly at the top of the hill. 
The arch at the entrance is about six feet wide, and 
about five in height from the surface of the water* 
It widens within, so that in some places the boats 
loay pass each Other. To this subterraneous canal 
the coals are brought from the pits within the bowels 
of the hill, in low waggons, holding about a ton each ;. 
-which, as the work is on the descent, are easily 
pushed or pulled by a man along a railed way, to a 
stage over the canal, whence they are shot into one 
of the boats. These boats hold seven or eight tons,, 
and several of them being linked togetlier, are easily 
drawn out, by the help of the rail, to the mouth of 
the subterraneous passage, where a large bason serves 
as a dock. Hence they are sent along a canal to 

Af 3 
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M«nc&estor, mfttringa, Anvm by a boMe or two Moles* 
It waft Ae principle of this* as it has beea^ tkat of etl 
Mf. Brindley's canals, t» keep^ on liie level as^ itoch 
as possible ; whence it h» been necessary t» cany 
them orer the roads or streams^ upo» arches*, aAertfae 
manner of an aqueduct, and to fill up the vallies by 
artificial mounds for their eenveyaiwe, as well< as to 
cot down or bore thiongh hills. Hie most sttiking 
of all the aqueduct works> is in this first csttal; where 
it passes over the niivigable- fiver Irwell at Barten- 
Bndge. The aqneduct begins upwards of two htm- 
dred yards from the river, wfaidi runs in a vaD^r 
Over the rivet itself it is tcittftyeA by a stone bridge 
oi ^reat strength and thiekness^ eonsistittg of three 
arches; the centre one fssixty-ftree feet wide, and 
being thirty-eight feet above tike snrfiiee of the water, 
admits the largest barges navigating the Irwell to 
go through with masts sfiii sails stnading. The 
spectator was, therefore, here gratified with the 
sight of one vessel sailing over the top of another,- 
a tinng never before beheld in this coontiy; and 
those who had at first ridiculed the attempt as equi- 
valent to bmlding a castie in the ak, were obliged to 
join in admiration of the wonderfol abilities of Ae 
engineer by whom it had been accompIished» 

This canal, after passing Barton Bridge, was con- 
veyed on the level with great labour and expense, 
in a circuitous track of nine miles to Castlefield, 
adjacent to Manchester. The most remarkable pait 
of its course, is that where it crosses the low grounds 
near Stratford, upon a vast mound of earth, of great 
length, the construction of which exercised all the 
inventive powers of the oonducton 
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Soveral other canals were afterwards coustmcted 
by the duke under the direction of the ingenious 
Mr. Brindley. hi one of them the canal crosses the 
svuali nter BoUin, which running in a (lact of low 
meadows*, has made a mound in that part» necessary 
for the couToyance of the canal, of a height^ breadth, 
and length) that forms a spectade truly stupendous. 
The principle of keeping the level has been rigo- 
rously pursned^in de^ance of eipense and difik:ulty», 
for the whole length of the canalj^ till it is brought in 
full view of the Mersey at Buncoro. There it is 
piecipitately lowecad ^in^ty-five feet, in a chain of 
locks, of admjraMe construction, furnished at different 
heights witU capacious reservoirs of water, in order 
to supply th# w^ffte incurred by the passage of vessels. 

BtU a greater ao^ mace adventurous project incanal 
navigatioa still r^i^iiined* It was desired to form a 
canal froml^^eds to taverpool, a distance of upwards 
of a hHn4l«d v^es* which was much augmented by the 
veiy winding course which the naUve of the country 
demaoded* Umi w<yrk was so difficult and expensive, 
thut nothing but the extraordinary zeal with which 
schAves of thia kiind now began to be pursued,, could 
kAve stimulated the persons concefned to put it into 
ezecutAon. The ffm f^om the ceptjiaA Wvf ], i^ on the 
I«aaf asbinet lide, five hundred an4 U^taty-Bive feet » 
w the Y^RkAh^ w49> four huQ^ved «nd fqr^-six 

Since this time, canal navigation has been QX^- 
sively and successively prosecuted in various parts 
of the country ; but never witli greater ability than 
that displayed by James Brindley, who may almost 
be considered as the father of the art 
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INDIAN AND SPANIARD. 

A Spaniard traversing a desert part of Mexico, 
ou A lean and jaded horse, met with an Indian ex- 
tremely well mounted on a young and rigorous 
steed. The Spaniard asked the Indian to chang;e 
horses with him, but this being refused, he proceeded 
to yiolence, and forcibly seised the animal. As the 
Indians are remarkably swift of foot, he kept close 
at his oppressor's heels, till they arrived at the next 
village, where he complained to the alcald, or magis- 
trate, of the injustice that bad been done him. The 
Spaniard finding this, had the impudence to claim 
the beast as his own, and there being so proof of 
the contrary, but the Indian's bare word, which 
would go tut a little way against a native Spaniard's, 
the magistrate was on the point of disitaissing him, 
when all at once, appearing to recdilect himself, he 
slipped o.f his cloak, and ^exclaimed, " The hocse b 
mine, and I will prove it ;" at the same instant, 
muffliug up the animal's head, he turned to the 
Spaniard, and said, " Since you maintain the horse 
to be your's, tell this magistrate whether he be blind 
of the right or left eyei" ** Of the right," said the 
Spaniard. *'Tis false !'' replied the Indian, "he is 
blind of neither I" and immediately pulling off the 
cloak, convinced the magistrate of hb being the 
real owner. 
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IN AND OUT. 

A Talet to a nobleman at Paris, returning late at 
night to his master's hotel, was refused adouttanoe 
by the Swiss porter, on account of his having ex- 
ceeded the hour at which their lord had ordered the 
gates to be closed for the night. After many en- 
treaties, to no purpose, to be let in, the valet at 
length slipped half-a-crown under the door, and the 
porter taking the hint, gently admitted him. When 
he had rubbed his shoes, he feigned to have left his 
leathern purse upon a stone outside, after drawing 
the half-crown ^om it, and begged the Swiss to 
step out and pick it up for him. This wocttiy door- 
keeper accordingly begfin his search, and groped 
about in every direction, to no purpose, calling out 
that he could see nothing of it ; but when he would 
have returned, he found the door closed upon him- 
self in his turn. '*Why, how's this?" said the 
porter, " you know I let you in just now." ** True," 
said the valet, ** but not wi&out a previous cere- 
mony; come, you know the price of admission." 
The Swiss, finding he was likely to sleep in the 
street,, was fain to comply, and be laughed at in his 
turn. 

THE BRIDGE OF RONDA. 
Over the river Guadiaro, in Spain, and near 
the city of Seville, there are two very remark- 
able bridges. The city is placed on a rock, with 
clifis, either perpendicular and abrupt towards tbe 
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rWer, or with broken craggs, whose jutting promi- 
nences, having a little soil, have been planted 
with orange and fig trees. A fissure in this rock, of 
great depth, surrounds the city, on three sides, and 
at the bottom of the fissure, the river rushes along 
with impetuous rapidity. Two bridges are con- 
structed over the fissure ; the first is a single arch, 
resting on tlte rocks on the two sides ; the height 
from the water, is one hundred and twenty 
feet. The river descends from this to the second 
bridge, whilst the rocks on each side as rapidly 
increase in height : so that from this second bridge 
to the water, there is the astonishing height of two- 
hundred and eighty feet ! The Monument, near 
London Bridge^ if placed on the water, might stand 
under this stupendous arch, without its top nearly 
leaching to it 

The mode of constructing this bridge, is no less 
surprising than the situation in which it is placed, and 
its extraordinary elevation* It is a single arch of one 
hundred and ten feet in diameter ; it is supported 
by solid pillars of masonry, built from the bottom of 
the river, about fifteen feet in thickness, which are 
fixed into the solid rock on both sides, and on which 
the ends of the arch rest ; other pillars are built to 
support these principle ones, which are connected 
with them by other small arches. 

"It is impossible," says a late traveller, " tu 
convey an adequate idea of this bridge ; from below, 
it appears suspended in the air ; and when upon 
tlie bridge, the river beneath appears no longer a 
mighty torrent, but resembles a rippling brook. 
When standing upon the bridge, the optical delur 
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sion is very siogular ; tbe torrent of water appears to 
run up a hill towards the bridge, and the same 
phenomenon takes place, when viewed in either 
direction." 

DE CORCUERA. 

About the middle of tbe 16th centary, Frey 
Rodrigo de Corcuera invented a mill which worked 
like a clock, a model of which he laid before 
Charles the Fifth. It was considered as an inven- 
tion of considerable importance in a country where 
running streams are scarce, and calms frequent ; and 
the emperor ordered him to erect one at Aguilar de 
Campos ; but the ingenious artist died before it was 
completed. The same monk presented Maximilian 
with a sword, which, by means of a spring, shot out 
a point of diamond with such force, as to pierce the 
trongest breast-plate. 

THE AMERICAN INDIANS. 

Courage, art, and circumspectly, are the essential 
and indispensable qualifications of an Indian war- 
rior. When war is once begun, each one strives to 
excel in dbplaying the m, by stealing upon his enemy 
unawares, and deceiving and surprising him in 
various ways. On drawing near an enemy's country, 
they endeavour, as much as possible, to conceal their 
tracks ; sometimes they scatter themselves, marching 
at proper distances from each other, for a whole day, 
or more, meeting, however, at night, when they keep 
a watch ; at other times they march in what is called 
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Indian fik, one b«lund the other, tteading carefully 
in each other's »teps, 9o that their number maj 
not be Mcertained, by the prints of their feet The 
nearer thej suppose themselves to be to the enemy, 
the more atteoitive they are to choosing bard, 
stony, and rocky ground, on which human footsteps 
leave no impression ; soft, marshy, and grassy soils, 
are particularly avoided, as they would lead to 
detection. 

In some instances, the Indians deceive their ene- 
mies by imitating the cties or calls of some animal, 
such as' the fawn or tnrkey. They do ^fais so admi- 
rably well, that they even drarw ^e dam bf the one 
or the mate of the other, to any spot to which they 
want them to come. In this manner they often -suc- 
ceed in drawing enemies to the place where they are 
lying in ambush, or get an opportunity of sur- 
rounding them* • In the same manner, when seat* 
tered about in the woods, they easily find each mother 
out by imitating the song of some birds, such as Ac 
quail and the rook,^ and somelBniei the<ev^. 



SKILL OF THE INDIANS IN TRACKING. 
:Itithe<8iimmeT>ofti)e year'lT'BS^ arno^t atrocious 
and '>f hocking murder was unexpectedly committed 
^ a party of Indians, on fourteen white settlers, 
within five miles of Shaihokin. The surviving 
whites, in their rage, determined to take their re- 
venge by murdering a Delaware Itfdian, who hap- 
pened to be in those pafrts, and was far from tfainkiog 
himself in any danger. He was a great friend to the 
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whites, was loved and esteemed by them, and, in 
testimony of their tegard, had. recei<^ from tiiekb 
the name of Duke Holland, by which he was gene- 
rally known. Hollaud satisfied that his nation was 
incapable of Committing such a fool nrarder, in a 
time of profound peace, told the enraged settlers 
that he ckred not for his own life, bat for the honour 
of his tribes he entreated they would immediately 
send a party aloag with him, and he would engage, 
ere the son wentilown, to bring them on the heels 
of the actual murderers. The proposal was agreed 
to, and Dttke HoUmid, acifompflnied by a party 6i 
theaettleis, set oat on the pursuit. Th^ soon found 
theiinelTes in the most r6Cky part of a mountain, 
wli«fenot'«ne«f tiiose who accompanied him was 
able to discjover a single track, iknt wbtild tiiey 
believe that man bad ever trodden uponthis ground, 
as "tiiey htid to jtidip over a number of rocks, 
and; income instances, to crawl over them. Now 
dMrfl>egan>to belieto that the In^^^an had led them 
across thos6 lagged mcmntains in order to give the 
mdmy time to Escape, and threatened him with 
matant death, the moment they should be fully 
iXMivinced of ^e ftaud. The Inditm, true to his pro- 
nfise, would take pahis to maike them perceive that 
an 'dnemyliad pa^d along the places through which 
he '^M leading th^m ; here he would show tiiem that 
the ifaross on the rock had been trcklden down by the 
wt^ht of ahuman ibet ; tiiere, &at it had been torn 
«nd dragged forwilrd from its place ; further he 
would point out to them, that pebbles or small stones 
6n the rock had been removed from their 'beds by 
the f>ot hitthig (^atnBt them ; that dry sticks, by being 



d by Google 



134 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

trodden upon, were broken ; and even, that in a par- 
ticolar place, an Indian's blanket had dragged over 
the rocks^ and removed or loosened the leaves lying 
there, so that they lay no more flat, as in other 
places ; all which the Indian could perceive as be 
walked along, without even stopping. At last, ai^ 
riving at the foot of the mountain on soft ground, 
where the tracks were deep, he found out that the 
enemy were eight in number ; and from the freshness 
of the foot prints, he concluded that they must have 
encamped at no great distance. This proved to be 
the exact truth ; for, after gaining the eminence oa 
the other side of the valley, the Indians were scea 
encamped, some having already laid down to sleep, 
while others were drawing off their leggings, for the 
same purpose, and the [scalps they had taken were 
hanging up to dry. " See !" said Duke Holland, 
to his astonbhed companions, " there is the enemy ! 
not of my nation, but Mingoes, as I trul/ told yoi. 
They are in our power ; in less than half aa hour, 
they will all be fast asleep. We need not fire a gan, 
but go up and tomahawk them. We are neaiiy tvro 
to oue, and need apprehend no danger. Gome oa, 
and you will now have your full revenge \" But 
the whites, overcome with fear, did not choose to 
. follow the Indian's advice, and urged him to take 
them back t^ the nearest and best way. He did so 
accordingly, and when they arrived at home, late at 
night, they reported the number of Iroquois to have 
been so great, that they durst not venture to attack 
them." 

This Duke Holland once found a watch which had 
been sent from Pittsburgh, by a man who ,got tipsy, 
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and lost it in the woods, about fifty miles from the 
place to which he was carrying it. Duke Holland 
went in search of it, and having discovered the 
tracks of the man to whom it had been entrusted, he 
pursned them until he found the lost article, which 
he delivered to the owner. • 



THE BAMBOO. 

The various uses to which that elegant species of reed, 
called the bamboo, is applied by tlie Chinese, would 
excite astonishment in an English mechanic. Their 
chairs, their tables, screens, bedsteads, ami bedding, 
with many other household moveables, are entirely 
constructed of this hollow reed. It is used on board 
tbipr for poles, for sails, for cables, for rigging, and 
for caulking. In husbandry, it serves as a material 
for carts, wheelbarrows, for wheels to raise water, 
for fences, for sacks to hold grain, and a variety of 
other purposes. The young shoots furnish an article 
of food, and the wicks of caudles are made of its 
fibres. It serves to embellish the garden of the 
prince, and to cover the cottage of the peasant. In- 
deed, tliere are few uses to which the ingenuity of 
the Chinese has not applied the bamboo, either 
entire, or split into thin laths, or divided into 
fibres* 



THE WARWICK VASE. 

England is indebted to the late Sir William 
Hamilton, for the many beautiful specimens of an- 
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tiqfie vases, which adorn the mansions o£ its nobility 
and gentry* HaTin^less pleasofe in the possession 
of such treastures, than in gratifying the., good taste 
of his countiynien, by making them puUic, he.di»- 
tribnted them with a most liberal hand, to. those -who 
felt their beautyr* and appiaoiated their impoftaace. 
Among the presents which he thus made, was tiiat 
boast of Gteciau sculpture, the vase of Lysyppns. 
The individual honoured with the gift of Uiis chef- 
d'oeuvre, was the £arl of Warwidc, by whose name 
the vase has since been more generally known. 

Mr. Thomason, of Binmngham, having coacetvei 
the noble idea of making a fsc-simile of the great 
vase, entirely in metal, was-pennitied^ by &e earl, to 
have free access to it, in order to make a mod^ of 
it in wax. This was a. task of several months. 
When the okodel was completed, casts of itweie 
then made in lead, and from these the vase was c<»i- 
pleted in tivo distinct sorts of metals, the fteld being 
of one metal, and the handles, vines, marks, pan- 
ther skins, and leaves, of another. Tbb adoptioa 
of two metals, gave Mr. Thomason an opportunity 
of adopting two novel modes of oxidation, by whi^ 
the most beautiful effects of light and shade, were 
produced. The oxidating of the field was accon- 
plished by a combination of the sulphates and 
nitrates, urged on by a powerful heat, which has 
produced the desired appearance of the rouge an- 
tique marble. The marks, handles, and parb in 
relief, are oxidated by the acitates, and resemble 
the verd antique bronze ; aad the harmony of these 
two colours, produces an efiect at once grand and 
imposing. 
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This vase is iweotyrone feet in circumference, 
and weighs several tons ; and when its size and 
execution are considered, it is, perhaps, entitled to 
rank as the grandest specimen of metallic sculpture 
in its style, that has ever appeared in this or any 
other country. Being made of imperishable mate* 
rials, it will not only hand down the name of Mr. 
Thomason with honour to future ages,* but it will 
serve as a perpetual lecord of the taste which has 
been so happily cultivated in the town of Birming- 
ham^ Whilst England possesses manufacturers su 
public spirited, and artists so zealous, it need not 
apprehend being surpassed in fine and classical 
workmanship, by any foreign competitors. 

This stupendous undertaking was begun in the 
54th year of the reign of King George the Third. 
Two hundred and eleven medals of different subjects, 
including one of King George the Fourth, all 
made at the manufactory, were sealed up in an 
antique urn, and deposited in the centre of the 
pedestal, upon which the vase was raised, by 
the efforts of about fifty of the workmen, in cele- 
bration of bis present majes^'s accession to the 
throne. 

The vase remains at Mr. Thomason's establish-' 
ment, in a room admirably adapted for exhibiting it 
to advantage, and is very liberally shown by tliat 
gentleman to all cultivators and admirers of the 
arts. 
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DOUBLE JOINTS. 
*' X)ucuig our last stay at Brune chi C^iiea," mja 
Scbooloraft, in his " North. Western IViiir duoagfa 
Amenca*" *' w& obseired a rema^Lable instaiice of 
uatural deformi^ m the persoito^aa Indian, wkahad 
just come in from the intetioc This aingniar being 
was pcoTided by nature, with donble ^le Qsuainooi- 
ber o£ joints in eaoh arm and leg, by wkipli OMaas he 
was veudered in a raeasme helpksa, and onable either 
to stand or walk* By an e£&)rt of savage ingenoi^, 
however^ his redundancy of joints was made the 
means of procuring locomotion, by coOiag hb legs in 
a large wooden bowl, in which he ro$ed himsdf 
along orer a smooth sniface, wHb coasiden^e fth 
ciHty. The poiwers o£ hia mmd were not, however, m 
the least a£Bbcted by bia corporeal degradation > bat 
a^eaiedy on the contiiary, vigoroas, and superior to 
the generality of his tribe. He spoke several IqdisB 
tongues, and conversed fluently in the Freaoh lan- 
guage, as it is generally spoken by the Canadian 
voyagers, and north-west traders; and his whole 
countenance bespoke intelligence and mental ac- 
tivity," 

THE WONPERFUL EGG. 

In the year 1819, there was exhibiting in Boston ii 
America, a wonderful egg, said to have been found 
at a farm house near Bordeaux, liaving thereon the 
following inscription : 

" Ceci avertit, que Napoleon Bonaparte, remonteni 
sur la troue de France, lo 16th Novembrc, 1818." 
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'* This is to give notice, that Napoleon Bonaparte 
will, re-ascend the throne of France, November 15, 
1818." 

The advertiser says, ** this egg wa^ boiled for 
breakfast, and discovered by a Lieutenant Patterson, 
of the British aroj ; and was sold in London in 
September, for three handled guineas." 

We shook! hardly have supposed, that the good 
f^ks of Bos|0n conld be deceived by snch a miserable 
hoax as this. Nothing is more simple or easy, than 
the prt of makii^ insoripdons upon eggs. Write any 
words yen please upon an egg, with grease, and boil 
the egg in Ume water, with a kttle onion juice ; or 
place the egg in strong vinegar, for a few hours ; and 
the inscription will appear prominent We have like- 
wise seen letters raised upon an egg so ingenionsly, 
as hardly to he discovered, with no other instrument 
than a sharp penknife. The Yankee who can manofao- 
tore wooden nutmegs, can make prophetic eggs with as^\ 
little troubks or expense. ^ 

SELF-TAUGHT NAV^QATQIU 

A schoolouister in the navy, of the name of Ry mer, 
the author of a book called <* the Practice of Navi- 
gation on a New Plan," gives the IbUowmg eccentric 
•econnt of the manner in wluch this new plan origi- 
nated. " At that time/^ says he, <* I hail not the 
■maUest systomatmal knowledge of navigation ; and 
often wondered at my own ignorance, when I reflected 
upon the length of time I had been at sea. I had 
often heard them talk of difference of latitude and 
departore, allowance for leeway, variation of tlie 
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compass, heave of the sea» the action of tidea and 
currents, without in the least comprehending what 
was meant. All of a'sudden, one day at sea, I was 
determined by some means or other to learn how to 
work a day's work, .and keep a reckoning : I got a 
Daily As»ibtant, a Mariner's Compass, a Robertson's 
Elements, &c., and applied myself diligently fof 
about two hours ; when my head began to ache, and 
my ideas became confused. I put away the books, 
3/awned, scratched my temples, went to bed, raved, 
and the present work is the result of the dreams of 
that night. Whoever doubts what I assert, does 
me an injury, but as I allow of an universal toieratioii 
of belief and sentiment, in all trivial matters, I can 
readily forgive it." 

This new plan of Mr. Ryroer's consists in a method 
of solving the cases of plain sailing, by means of lines 
drawn on the faces of a quadrant, and in a method of 
turning departure into difference of longitude, with a 
view to the solution of the cases in Mercator's sailmg; 
so that a person may attain a competent knowledge 
of navigation, without either nautical tables, or any 
knowledge of trigonometry .- 

Neither of these plans, however, though remarkable 
enough specimens of untutored ingenuity, have been 
of much practical avail. A quadrant graduated in 
the manner he has described, has been found oseful 
to give beginner^, in any easy and familiar manner, a 
clear notion of the nature and cases of plain sailing ; 
but to others, more versaiit in the art, a traverse table 
furnishes a much more expeditious and more accoralt 
means of computation. 
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BRIDGE OF ROPES. 

Saspension bridges are freqaent in A^]im?a« where 
they, are sometiines comtfooteKi ofropes^ A, remark- 
able bridge of thit sort^ called t^ ^enipe». crosses the 
Cbambo in Per|i ; and. is svapeade^ jov^r. a. rayive 
about eight thimsand loot abovethe level of the oceaiu 
This bridge is about a hundred and. tv<fl^7 f<8et Iqng, 
and seven or eight broad* 

All travellers speak of the davgy^r of passing.these 
nofw btidgestWbicb.looklikeLribbpns suspended above 
creiioes or torrents. A. few. years ago» the Fen^ra 
bridge broke down, and> €iur . Indians* who were 
passing, at the time, were disowned. A biidgp pf th^s 
descrjptbny if well coviered with bamboo can^s, 1b^4 
npwaids of twenty years. 

CHINESE BRIDGES. 

. Several of the bridges in China are very ingeniously 
(H>nstructed, and as works of art, can scarcely be 
equalled in Europe. The most remarkable of these 
structures, is that which has obtidned the name of 
the flying bridge, from its being built over a river, 
between two moontains, and consisting only of a 
single arch, five hundred culntslugb, and four hundred 
long. 

There is another remarkable bridge m the proTtnee 
of Sbansi, at the coufinz of two large rivers, which is 
Mlt upon a hundred and thirty barges chained to- 
gether, but so contrived as to open and admit vessels 
jto pass through, after paying the usual toll. This 
sort of bridge is very common in China. 
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Tlie Chinese have another sort of 'bridges, 
built upon pillars, without any arches ; and some of 
these are of great length and breadth, particularljr one 
in the province of Fu-kieo, which is three bondred and 
and sixty perehes long, and one and a half broad. It 
is all of white stone, supported by three hundred 
pillars ; has a parapet on each side, and is adorned 
itith the 6gure8 of tions at ceitain dtstances, and a 
variety of other sculptures. 

Some of the arched bridges in China, are of con- 
siderable size and beauty. That of Fuehew, the 
capital of Fo-)cieu, which is above a hundred and 
fifty perches long, consists of a hundred lofty arcbes. 

Tlie chain suspension bridge, which has beea re- 
cently introduced into this country, has long been 
known in China. In the province of Koei-cheoa there 
is a bridge called the iron bridge, which consists of 
chains of iron reaching over the river extremely deep 
and rapid, though not very broad. On each bank 
are raised two massy piles of masonry, to wliich are 
fastened chains that cross to the opposite side, and on 
these are laid broad planks. 

STEAM WAR SHIPS. 

In 1814, a most ingenious and enterprising citisea 
of the United States, to whom the world is indebted 
for the general adoption, though not for the original ap- 
plication, of the power of steam to the propelling of 
boats and carriages, conceived that the same power 
might be employed to move a floating battery, carrying 
heavy guns, for the protection of the Atlantic frontier 
of that republic. The plan was submitted by Mr% 
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Fulton to the AmerlcaB eiecative. Congress, 
influenced by the n)ost liberal and patriotic spirit, 
appropriated money for the experiment ; and the 
naTy department appointed commissioners to su> 
perintend the construction of a convenient vessel under 
the direction of Mr/ Fulton, for making the ezperir 
ment. On the 20th of October, 1814, tlie vessel 'was 
launched at New York, amidst the plaudits of a vast 
crowd of citizens ; and in a very short time after, her 
equipment was completed. The machines, in weight 
and size, surpassed any thing of the kind ever seen 
m America. The vessel presented a structure resting 
upon two boats, and keels separated from end to end 
. by a canal fifteen feet wide, aud one hundred and 
fifty-six feet long. One boat contained the cauldrons 
of copper to prepare the steam. The vast cylinder of 
iron, with its piston, lever, and wheels, occupied a 
part of its fellow ; the great water wheel, revolved m 
the space between them ; the main or gun deck, sup* 
ported her armament, and was protected by a bulwark 
four feet ten inches thick, of solid timber. This was 
pierced with thirty port-holes, to enable as many 
thirty-two pounders to fire red-hot balls ;. her upper 
or spar deck was plain, and she was to be propelled 
by her enginery alone. 

At length, all matters were ready for a trial of tlie 
machinery, which was to urge this bulky fabricthrongh 
the water. This essay was made on the 1st of June, 
1815. She proved herself capable of opposing the 
wind, and stemming the tide, of crossing currents, and 
of bemg steered among vessels riding at anchor, though 
the weather was boisterous, and the water rough. Her 
performance demonstrated that the project was suc- 



d by Google 



144 PERCY ANfiCDOTES. 

ceif fill ; no d<mbt retaaiaed that a Itoathig battei^^ 
ctfttposed of heavy attlliery, ooald he moved hj 
steam. 

It was discovered, however, that there were several 
impTovenients, of which the st^dcttire was susceptible, 
and it was resolved that these should be made, before 
another trial was attempted. 

On the 4th of July, 1815, she was again pothito 
action. She performed a trip from New York to tbe 
ocean, eastward of Sandy Hook, and back agam, a 
dbtaiice of fifty-three miles, in eight hoars and tweaty 
minutes. A part of ttus time, nhe had the tide agahttt 
her, ahd no assbtance whatever frdtt -sails. 

Additional experiments Were, notwlthltanditog, 
deemed nec^srttty, lor the pof^sc of <ybtliinflftg a stfll 
greater celerity of modon ; and these w^re- devised 
<and executed with all possible care. 

On the 11th of September, ^a thitd tHal of her 
powers #a8 made with a weight of twtenty-^t knsg 
and pohderoBs gahs, and a considefable (Quantity <if 
ammunition ittnd stores on board. Her diaft of Witer 
was short of eleveik feet. By invertiiig the md^ba <ef 
the wheels, she was made to cUattfge her coutse wiMi- 
out die neeitesity of putthig about She fired sakifes 
as she passed the forts, and oveMMne eiriA^ teMkact 
from wind and tide, hi her progress'down Uie bay. 
When tb^ reatlbed the Utiited ^tiflei fng&te Jirva, 
whick Was then lying at ancfhor near the light^hodse, 
she was moved routed her at pleisute ; and tUough 
the whole of the excursion, showed a p^tUiet dbiedienee 
to the double helm. 

It f^as observed that the explosions of powder pfo^ 
dueed very litde cohctession ; the mnehhieiy Was not 
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«§«cted by it m the sligbtest cN;grec ; iter progress 
daring the£riog» was steady attd omntermpted. Oft 
the most aecwate calcalations, derived from hearing 
the log, her average veloeity was fire miles and a half 
per hour; and not^ilbstaiiduig the resistance of 
conents, sl^ was fo«uid to make headway at the rate 
of two uttJes an hour, against the ebb of the east 
rirer, rosning three knots and a half. 

" it was omrersalty agreed/' say the commissionciA 
appoioted to report on ^e experiment, '< that we now 
possessed a sew^anxiiiary againM etery maritime tn- 
▼Uder. The city of New York, Exposed as it b, was 
considered as having the means of rendermgitseff 
iavinoible. The Delaware, the Chesapeake, Long 
liiaod Sound, and every other bay and harbour in 
the nation, may be i»rotected i>y the same Iremendons 
power. 

FENCE'S PERPETUAL MOTION. 

Among those who have attempted the grand 
fMoblem, which has pnezled 'philosophers in all ages^— 
the discovery of perpetual motion, few persons have 
displayed more ingenuity than John Spenee, an un- 
tutored mechanic of Li^ithgow. When only three 
or four years •# age, Spenee was excessively fond of 
nBeehanical inventions, and never could get the idea 
of them banidied froin his muid. When <deven years 
old, he invented and constru(£ted a model of a 
loom, the whole working apparatus of which was set 
in motion by a winch, or handle at one side, ft was 
contrived on the same principle as the looms subie' 
fUMtfiy ooBstmcted in Glasgow to be wron^t by the 
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steam engine, but had less macbiuery. He gave tbe 
model to a gentleman of Stirling, and never heard 
what become of it. When twelve jears old, he was 
pat to the trade of a shoemaker; after only eight 
dajs' instruction, he was able to make shoes on bis 
own account ; not that he was master of the trade, 
but he was then left to the resources of his own inge- 
nuity, and acquired tlie art without farther actual 
superintendence. But the natural bent of his genia» 
leaned towards mechanics, and he never liked the 
employment Wheels and levers, occupied hb mind 
from his earliest recollection ; and he was happy only 
when he was inventing, or constructing what he had 
invented. He soon left his native town, and went to 
Glasgow, not with the view of following ont the trade 
of a shoemaker, but in the hope of getting into an 
employment which would place him near some of the 
magniiicent machines used by the manufacturers of 
that city. Uninstracted as an artist, however, and 
utterly ignorant of spinning and weaving, it was dif- 
ficult for him to find a situation about a manufactory 
which he was fitted to fill. At last he thought him- 
self qualified for the humble situation of the keeper 
of an engine ; and, accordingly, engaged himself m 
that capacity. For two years his daily occupation 
was to feed the furnace, and to oil the engine^ and 
he felt happy in the employment, for it afforded bias 
an opportunity of looking upon wheels in motioB. 
Tired, at last, of the sameness of the scene, he re- 
turned to Linlithgow, and endeavoured to follow bn 
original trade. But the mechanical powers still 
haunted his imagination, and he contini^ to invent 
and constroct, till he sometimes brought upon himsdf 
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the admonitions of his friends, and the scoffs of his 
enen^ies, for devoting so much time to his visionary 
inventions, as they called them* instead of attending 
to his trade. The invention of the long-soaght-for 
perpetual motion, appeared to him a splendid enter- 
prise^ attractive by the difficulty which attended it, 
and it excited his ambition by the very obstacles 
which it presented. He directed his ingenuity to 
that object, and at length he produced a piece of 
mechanism of extraordinary ingenuity. 

In the year 1814, he had become so disgusted with 
the trade of a shoemaker, that he could continue it no 
longer. Often would he throw the shoe from his 
hand in indignation, when his mind was diving deep 
into the pruiciples ot mechanics, and accuse fortune 
for dooming him to such despicable drudgery. As 
oflenwoald he draw down the sage advices of hu 
spouse, who regarded him as the dupe of a heated 
imagination. He now conceived the idea of becoming 
a weaver. He had then in view to erect looms to 
be worked by a water wheel ; and thus promised 
himself both profit and pleasure from his change of 
profession. Accordingly, his first object was to learn 
the trade of a weaver. This was soon accomplished. 
He constructed with his own hands the whole ap- 
pmmtns of a loom, except the treddUs and reed ; got a 
professional weaver to put in the first web, and with- 
out any other instruction, made as good cloth as those 
regttlariy bred to the business. This scheme, how- 
ever, was never prosecuted farther. 

His last effort was to complete hb discovery of a 
perpetual motion. The invention was known in Lin- 
lithgow a considerable time before it was known to the ' 
o 2 
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^ablk ; but it was defpiied ttieic» m Ibe usual wigr» 
for a propkct k not witkout honoHi, &»▼• in hia ows 
couEtfy^ The yoke ef feme, however* at lei^ 
taught the good UAks that a geows was anumg tli^ 
and they then crowded te see it, wijth at OMch e agi r 
ness at they bad ferserlj dbplajad i ad iffrTc a cm 
abiaat it A considerable number of steaagers also 
visited it» and all expressed tiieir admiration of the 
ingenuity, and, at the same time, the simplinty of the 
contrivance. 

It IB difficult to ctrnvey an idea af the invention by 
descidption. A wooden beam, poiaad by the OBOtit, 
has a piece of steel attached to o«a end of it, whichis 
alternately drawn tfjp bya|Moe of aagpwt placed 
above it, and down toMotb|y^laaed below it; and 
as the end of the^eam IpPfcachet the mngnei^ 
either above or belaw, the madune interjects a. bq»* 
oemduotiog substance, which su^ends the attradisn 
of tbe roagniet approacbed^ and aUomrs the other to 
exert its powefs. Thus the end, of tbe beam continaally 
ascends and descends betwizt^the two magnets^ witln 
out ever coming into contact wil^ either ; the a ltr aclim 
power of each being 8n«pq|ded precisely at the 
moment ol neasest i4>proach. As the magnetio i^- 
traction is a peiaan^y opeialing power^ then 
appears, to be no limit to the continnaace of the 
motion, but the endurance of the materials of the 
machine* So much may be said of lus model, which 
is rather a practical development of the princtpie, than 
an application of it to any purpose. 

Spence alterwaids simplified the apparatus, and ex- 
hibited a horixontal whe^, set full of needles, at- 
treated constantly lonnd by the magnetic powers and 
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which, he said, would move as long as the axle of the 
wheel would last, or the magnetic virtae remain. 

Spence made several other ingenious machines, in- 
cluding a self-moving car, which was exhibited in 
Edinburgh, and on which he used frequently to make 
excursions along the road. This ingenious artist has 
verj little of the enthusiastic visionary in his com- 
position, but possesses a full reliance on bis own 
powers. His education has been that of the operative 
mechanics of Scotland in general — reading, writing, 
and arithmetic ; but he has an intuitive perception of 
every principle connected with mechanics, which he 
never studied in books ; because he found, on at- 
tempting to do so, that he derived no instruction 
from reading, on account of not understanding the 
terms. He has studied mechanics, however, exten- 
sively in another way, viz., by visiting many and 
various machines, by observing them in motion, and 
by thinking on the principles developed in their con- 
struction. He cannot, however, he says, well un- 
derstand a scientific description, or easily communi- 
cate his own ideas by description to others. When 
he has invented any particular piece of mechanum, 
he constructs a model of it, and thus at once satisfies 
his own mind on the practicability of the principles, 
and conveys his ideas to other minds ; rather, how- 
ever, for his own gratification, than for any assistance 
he expects to obtain from it. 

LAMP WITHOUT FLAME. 

Among the numerous ingenious discoveries for 
which science is indebted to Sir Humphry Davy, one 
o .5 
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u, that a fine {Patina vke heated red hot, and 
held ia the vapour of ether, will eontlniie ignited 
for some time. This discoreiy has sinoe been prac- 
tically applied by Mr. Gill, in the fotmatioa of an 
alcohol lamp, on the following constructioa : A 
cylindrical coil of thin platina wire is placed, part 
of it round the cotton wick of a spirit lamp, and part 
of it above the wick, and the lamp is to be lighted 
so as to heat the wire to rednees ; on the flame being 
blown out, the vapour of the alcohol will keep the 
wire red hot, for any length of time, according to tha 
supply of alcohol, and with a very small expen- 
diture thereof, so as to be in constant readiness to 
kindle German fungus, or paper prepared with nitre, 
and by this means to light a sulphur match, &c* at 
pleasure* 

The proper sue of the platina wire is the oae 
hundredth part of an inch, which may be readily 
known by wn^ping ten turns of the wire round a 
cylinder, and if they measure the tenth part of- an 
inch, it win be right A larger sias will only yield 
a dull red light; and a smaller one is difficult to 
use. 

About twelve tana of the wire will be su£kieBt, 
coiled round any cylindrical body, suited to the sisa 
ef the wick of the lamp ; and four or five coils ahouU 
be placed on the wick, and the remainder of the wire 
above it A wick composed of twelve threads of 
the ordinary siaed lamp-cotton yam, with the platina 
wire coiled around it, will require a^ut half an 
ounce of alcohol to keep light for eight hours^ 
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GONARD'S ENGRAVING MACHINE. 

A singular discovery in copper-plate engraving 
has been made by M. Gonard of France. In 1806, 
this artist exhibited porcelain on whicli copper-plate 
engraving had been transferred by mechanical means ; 
and at the annual exhibition of the productions of 
French industry, at the Louvre in 1819, he showed 
some more perfect specimens of his art. "An engraved 
copper-plate being given/' says the Report of the 
CentralJuiy, appointed for deciding on the merit of 
the new invention, ** he will use it for the decoration 
of pieces of different dimennons, and by an ex- 
peditious mechanical process, enlarge or reduce the 
design in proportion to the piece, without changing 
the plate.'' It is added in a note, " if an engraved 
copper-plate be given to him, he can take impressions 
from it of any scale he pleases. He can at pleasure 
make them larger or smaller than the plate, and this 
witliout requiring another copper-plate, or occupying 
more than two or three hours. Thus if the engrav- 
ings of a large atlas size were put into his hands, he 
would make an edition in octavo without changing 
the plates.** 

EGYPTIAN LABYRINTH. 

Herodotas, who saw the labyrinth of Egypt, de- 
scribes it as being a more remarkable coriosity than 
that of the pyramids. Thb structure is one of the 
proofs of the great progress that the arts had made 
among the Egyptians, at a time when all the rest of 
the world was enveloped in the grossest ignorance. 
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The labyrinth of £gypt stood near Arsinal* or the 
city 6f the crocodiles, a little above the lake Moeris. 
It was of a square form, each side a furlong in length, 
built of most beautiful stone, the sculpture and orna- 
ments of which, modern art could scarcely rival. On 
passing the outward enclosure, a building presented 
itself to view, surrounded by an arcade, every side 
of which contained four hundred pillars. The stmc- 
ture seems to have been designed as a pantheon, or 
universal temple of all the Egyptian deities which 
were separately worshipped in the provinces. It was 
also the place of the general assembly of the magis' 
tracy of the whole nation. 

The edifice contained twelve halls, which were 
vaulted, and had six doors opening to the north, and 
six to the south ; all encompassed with the same wall. 
Herodotus says, there were three thousand chambers 
in it, fifteen hundred in the upper part, which he saw ; 
and as many under ground, which he was not permitted 
to inspect But, he says, what he did see, seemed 
to surpass the art of man ; so many exits by various 
passages, and infinite returns, afforded a thousand 
subjects of wonder. The passages met and crossed 
each other with such intricacy, that it was impossible 
for a stranger to find his way either in or out, without 
' a guide ; and several of the apartments are said to 
have been so contrived, that on opening the doors, 
there was heard within, a noise like tliunder. 



PROCTOR, THE SCULPTOR. 
Among the sculptors which Great Britain has pro- 
duced, the name of Proctor once held a high place. 
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though BOW obscured by the more transcendent merit 
of sevecal successors in the art. His model of Ixion, 
was long considered as the finest piece of work ever 
produced by a native of this country. 

Another of his works, was a fine group of Diomede 
devoured by his liorses, which he destroyed in a fit 
of despair, because he could not get a purchaser at 
fifty pounds, after it had cost him a twelvemonths' 
labour. Proctor was mild» affable, and modest. 
After spending a small patrimony in the cultivation 
of his professional abilities, he was reduced to snch dis- 
tress, that not being able to pay a 4imall biU, it made 
so deep an impression on his mind, that after wan- 
dering from the house #f one friend to another, he re- 
turned to lodgings, where he sighed, languished, and 
drooped into eternity. 

COLOSSUS OF RHODES, 

The Colossus of Rhodes, which has been justly 
classed among the wonders of ancient architecture, 
appears to have served Uie double purpose of a light- 
house and a telegraph. It was an immense structure 
•f brass or statuary metal, which was erected in 
honour of Apollo, or the sun, tlie tutelary deity of 
the island. The legs of this colossal figure were 
fifty feet asunder, each foot being placed on a rock at 
this distance from each other, w^h bounded the en- 
trance into the haven ; its height, according to Pliny, 
was not less than a hundred and five feet, and hence 
ships of considerable burden were capabk of sailkig 
under it 

The Colossus is said to have been erected by the 
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Rbodians, with the monej produced by the sale of tlie 
eogines of war which Demetrius Foliocretes employed 
in fraitlessly besieging the city for twelvemonths. 
Pliny affirms that it was commenced by Chares, of 
Lindus, a disciple of Lysippus^ and finished upon his 
death, by Laches, of the same town. It was thrown 
down by an earthquake, sixty years after its com- 
pletion. 

As a proof of the immense size of this brazen 
statue, it is only necessary to observe, that the fingers 
of it are said to have been as large as the body of a 
full grown man, and the thumb so thick, that few 
men, with outstretched arms, were able to fathom it. 

The hbtorians who describe the Colossus at Rhodes, 
give us no clue by which we may ascertain how a 
statue of such size or weight was formed ; or when 
formed, how it was raised. There is, however, little 
doubt that it was cast in sections, and afterwards 
joined and fluxed togetlier by some process which 
has been lost. 

The Colossus served as a lighthoase to the mariners 
who were sailing to or from the island in the night 
time. The light proceeded from an immense fire 
which was contained in a brass vase, held in the right 
hand of the Colossus. 

EXTRAORDINARY KNIFE. 

In the year 1816, a knife was made at Messrs. 
Travis, Sen. and Co.'s shop, at Manchester, containing 
seventeen articles, viz., three blades, button hook, 
saw, punch, and screw driver, box, corkscrew, hook, 
and gimblet, two phlemes, picker, tweezers, and two 
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lancets, with a ring at the head ; the knife was only 
Jl-16thsof an inch longhand weighed one penny- 
weight, fourteen grains ! 



HINDOO LOOM. 

Kotliing can be more rude, or, in appearance, less 
calculated for delicate manufacture, than the loom of 
the Hindoo weaver, which he sets up in the morning, 
under a tree, before his door, and takes down again 
at sunset. Tt con&bts merely of two rollers, resting 
on four stakes driven into the ground, and two sticks 
which cross the warp. These are supported at each 
end, the one by cords tied to the tree, under the shade 
of which, the loom is erected ; and the other, by two 
cords fastened to the foot of the weaver ; these en- 
able him to separate the threads of the warp, for the 
purpose of crossing it with the woof. For the greater 
convenience, he digs a hole in the ground to put his 
legs in. He uses a piece of wood, or stick, or almost 
any thing that comes to hand, for a shuttle ; and yet 
with such rude instruments as these, the Hindoo 
weaver produces stuffs so fine, that when spread on 
the grass, they intercept none of its colour. 

ART OF GLASS INCRUSTATION. 
The first attempt at glass incrustation in modem 
times (for the art appears to have been known to the 
ancients), was made by a Bohemian, towards the 
close of the last century ; he endeavoured to incrost 
in glass, small figures of a greyish clay; and although 
he was not very successful, the idea was caught by 
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some Flench manufacturen, who executed several 
iucnisted medallions of Bonapurte, which weie seld 
at an enonnoos price. The art had, however, made 
little progress until it was taken up in England, which 
has always been as celebrated for perfecting the crude 
inventions of otiier countries, as for originality of 
genius. 

To Mr. Pellat, (he public are indebted for this 
elegant improvement in tiie glass manufacture. This 
gentlemao has discovered a method of omattenfal 
incrustation, wlaoh he calls cry8taU(hceramu, and 
which bids fair to foim am era in the art of glass 
making. 

By the Improved process, ornaments of any de^ 
soription, arms, cyphers, portraits, and landscapes, 
of any vlwiety of coionr, may be intfoduted into glass, 
so as to become perfectly imperishable. The sub- 
stance of which they Me composed, is less fusiMe 
than glass, incapable of generating air, and, at tiie 
same time, susceptible of contraction or ezpanrien, 
as, in the course of maafafactare, the glass becomes 
hot or cold. It may previously be formed into any 
device or figure, by either moulding or modelling ; 
and may be painted with metaUk colours, wMch are 
fixed by exposure to a melting heat. The ornaments 
are introduced into the body of the glass, while hot, 
by which meWs, the air is effectually excluded, the 
composition being actually ineofpevated with tiie 
glSBS. In this way, ev^ry description of ornamental 
gbBS were may be decorated with embossed %faHe 
or coloured anw or crests, ^eciioens of these in- 
cmstationi have been exhibited not only in decanters 
and inae glasses, bat in h»»^s, girandoles, chinniey 
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omameftts, plutes, and Bmellmg bottles. Busts and 
sCatfSet on a small scale, Caryatides to support lamps 
or ckycka, and masks after the antique, hare been 
iDlroduced with admirable effeet. 

The composition used in the patent incrustations, 
ia of a silvety appearance, whiqh has a superb effSsct 
when introduced mto richly cut glass. Miniatures, 
however, nu^ be enamelled upon it, without the 
colours losing any of their briUianej; and tints, 
instead of being painted oti the surface of the crystal, 
may be embodied in it. A most important adran^ 
iage to be deriTed from this elegant invention, re^ 
flpectft the pieservatiott of inscriptions. Casts of 
iMdals and coins do not present equal securi^ for 
perpetuatmg l^em. The inscription, when once 
acrasted in a solid block of crystal, like tlte fly in 
aaibet, will effectually resist for ages the destructrre 
action of IJie atmosphere. Had this art been known 
to ^0 aneietnts, it wouM have perpetuated to us many 
itflurtMing nfemoriMhls. 

WITH FOOLS, TALK LIKE ONE. 

A weahhy touet, mwdi affected with hypochondria, 
<ame to Langenan, fO tfMisuit Michaet Scuppach, 
ftHBtler knowft by the appeBtttion of the Moiihtitin 
Bdttof, " I ha^ seven devili itt itiy befly," said be, 
♦*iio fewer fhan seven*" "Theffe Are more Aan 
tB^feo," jtepHed the doctor, with the utmost gratSty ; 
*'«f you count them right, you Irill find eighft" 
Aflat qtte^oning the patient coftCeming fab cuse, he 
promised to cure him in eight days, during which 
time, he would every morning rid him of one of his 



d by Google 



168 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

troablesome inmates, at the rate of a loois d'or for 
each. '* But/' added he, " as the last will be moie 
obstioate and difficult to expel than the otheis, I 
shall expect two louis d'ors for him." The farmer 
agreed to these terms : the bargain was struck, and 
the doctor impressbg upon all present the necessity 
of secrecy, promised to give the nine louis d'on 
to the poor of the parish. Next morning the ima- 
ginary demoniac was brought to him, and placed 
near a kind of machine which he had never seen 
before, by which means he received an electric shock. 
The farmer roared out lustily. " There goes one !" 
said the doctor, with the utmost gravity. Next day 
the same operation was repeated: the fanner bel- 
lowed as before, and the doctor coolly remarked, 
** Another is off!'' In this manner he proceeded to 
the seventh. When he was preparing to attack the 
last, Scuupach reminded his patient that he now 
had need of all his courage, for this was the captain 
of the gang, who would make a more obstinate re- 
sistance than any of the others. The shock viras at 
this time so strong, as to extend the demoniac on the 
floor. *' Now they arfe all gone !" said the doctor, 
and ordered the farmer to be put to bed. On reco- 
verbg himself, the latter declared he was completely 
cured ; he paid the nine louis d'ors, with abundance 
of thanks, and returned in the bc^t spirits to the 
village. Credible veitnesses attest this extraor- 
dinary cure, which proves the acuteness of the 
doctor, as well as the truth of Solomon's proverb, 
that with the fool, we must sometimes talk like a fooL 
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INDIAN MANUFACTURES. 

Tbe sister arts of spmning and weaving, are car- 
ried to great perfection in India. Orme, speaking 
of tbe silk manufacturers of Bengal, says : ** The 
women wind off the raw silk from the pod of the 
worm; a single pod of raw silk, is divided into 
twenty different degrees of fineness ; and so exqui- 
site is the feeling of these women, that while the 
thread is running through their fingers, so swiftly 
tbsit their eye can be of no assistance, they will 
break it off exactly as the quality changes, at once 
from the first to the twentieth, from the nineteenth 
lo the second." 

fine and delicate as the muslins of Bengal are 
known to be, yet it would appear that tliey were 
formerly still finer. Tavemier relates, as an extra- 
ordinary instance, that when tbe ambassador of the 
King of Persia returned from India, he presented 
his master with a cocoa nut, richly set widi jewels, 
containing a muslin turban, thirty English yards in 
length, so extremely fine, that it could hardly be 
felt by the touch. 

M. de Bussy, on his return from the same country, 
carried with him, as a present to Madame de Pom*- 
padour, the then all-powerful mistress of Louis XV., 
a dozen chemises, made of the stuff called guineas, 
each of which was contained in a snuff-box of ordi- 
nary dimensions. 



p 2 
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COLOURED GLASS PICTURES. 

The aiicients had a most siugiilar art of fonning 
pictures with coloured glass. It consisted in laying 
together fibres of glass of various colours, fitted to 
each other with the utmost exactnest^ so that a sec- 
tion across th^ fibres, represented the objects to be 
painted ; and then cementing them by iiuioiji into a 
homogeneous solid mass* In the specim,eiis otf this a^ 
which were discovered about the middle of the last 
century, the painting has on both sides 4 granular 
appearance, and seems to have been foimed in the 
manner of Mosaic work ; but the pieces are so ac- 
curately united, that not even by means of a power- 
ful magnifying-gjiass, could the . junctures be disco- 
vered. One plate d^s(;ribed by Winkelman, e^diiluts 
a duck of various colours, the outlines of which are 
well decided and sharp, the colours pure and vivid y 
and a brilliant effect has been obtained by the ar- 
tist's having employed in some parts an opaque, in 
others, a transparent glass. The picture appears to 
be continued throughout the whole thickness of the 
specimen, as the reverse corresponds in the minatest 
points to the face ; so that were the glass to be cut 
transversely, the same picture of the duck would be 
found exhioited on prery section. It is conjectured, 
that this curious process was the first attempt of the 
ancients to preserve the colours, by fusing them into 
the mtemal part of the glass ; which was, however, 
but partially done, as the surfaces have not been 
preserved from the action of the atmosphere* 
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SHIRTS WITHOUT SEAMS. 

In the jear 1819, Thomas Hall» an ingenious 
linen weaver in Ireland, finished a shirt entirely in 
hb loom, which, though woven without seams, was 
neatly and accnrately finished at the neck, shoulders, 
and wrists. The neck, shoulder-straps, and wrist- 
bands, were doubled and stitched, and there was a 
re|gular selvage on each side of the breast The 
whole was as complete as if made by an expert 
sempstress : it was exhibited to several persons in 
tiie linen trade, who completely satisfied themselves 
that it was actually the production of the loom, 
without any assistance from the needle. A similar 
achievement of the loom is preserved at Dunferm- 
line, in Scotland, which was the work many years 
ago of an ingenious diaper weaver of that place. 

FLYING MACHINE. 

In the year 1809, Mr. Began, a watch-maker, of 
Vienna, realized the views of the numerous projectors 
who preceded him, regarding the flight of men in 
the air. His machine was constructed on philoso- 
phical principles, and to operate in a manner ana- 
logous to the wings of birds ; while the effect partly 
resembles the closing of a parachute, stationery on 
its descent A frame is made, principally consisting 
of rods of some strong but light materials, on which 
the adventurer stands in an erect posture. A flat 
shaped wing, nine feet long, eight feet broad at the 
swell, and terminating in a point, proceeds from that 
p 3 
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part of the frame close to each shoulder; and a fan- 
shaped tail, apparently connected with both wings, 
proceeds from behind as far as their swelL Each 
wing is concave, like a parachute, and, by a series 
of cords from the extremity of the different rit» com- 
posing it, can be suddenly contracted, so as to gire 
percussion against the air, and, consequently, by ito 
resistance, produce eleyation. It is not foAckuitly 
expluned how the working of the ma^faieis effected ; 
but it is to be inferred, that this is done by elevatfaig, 
depressing, or rerolving a crank* coi|nected at eadi 
extremity with the series of cords which di^lay er 
contract the wings. Mr. Began is said to have 
mounted high in the ait by the fdd of bis machincr 
but to have exhibited a flight resemUing that^ of a 
bird, not consisting merely in ascent or descent, but- 
in rfdl aerial navigatimu 

HINDOO IMITATION. 

M. CheTalier, the French governor of Chander- 
nagore, once received a piece of plate from Parisr 
which was a master-piece of art. On showing it to 
one of his friends in India, the latter offered to lay 
him a wager, that t^ Hindoo goldsmiths would 
produce so exact an imitation, that the original sboold 
not be known from the copy. The challenge was 
accepted ; and the vase was sent to a goldsmith at 
Pondi(^erry, who required three months to make 
another like it At the expiration of that time, the 
workman sent back the original and the copy ; be- 
tween which, in the opinion of competent judges, 
there was no difference whatever. The governor 
himself was obliged to acknowledge that he bad- 
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loft bit wager, for he mistook the vase the Hisdeo 
had made» for his own. 



BRUNELL'S BLOCK MACHINERY. 

There is nothing in the appearance of ft block, 
which, to an unpractised eye, would seem to require 
any ttreteh of mental ingenuity, or even of mental 
dexterity, to manufacture, since of the two consti- 
tuent parts of a ship's block, the external shell, and 
the internal sheaTO, erery oaipenter might make the 
one, and every turner the other; and yet when 
blocks were made by the hand, it seldom happened 
tliat the several parts were adjusted with sufficient 
accuracy. Various machines were invented for the 
making of blocks ; when the enormous quantity con* 
Bomed in the course of a long war, called the attan^ 
tion of the Admiralty, or Navy Board, to the posai* 
UUty of some reduction being made in the ezpeme 
of to indispensable and important an article in tiie 
Bftval service. About this time, Mr. Bnmell, an in^ 
geniont machinist from America, coippleted a woik- 
ing inodel of certain machines for constructing, by 
en improved method, the shells and sheaves of 
blocks, which was readily adopted by government. 
In 1804, Mr. Bmneirs plan was in operation ; but 
from that time, to 1808, he never ceased to exert hii 
ekill and ingenuity to improve it, until at length he 
considered the whole system to be conplete in every 
part, and incapable, as far as he could judge, of 
further improvement Front that time to the present, 
the block machinery has been in ftdl and constant 
employment at Portsmouth dock-yard, without re- 
quuhigthe least alteration, and very litUe repair. 
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beyoud the unayoidable wear and tear of engines 
that are kept in almost constant motion. 

It would require too much space to enter into a 
description of this machine, nor could it be easily un- 
derstood without engravings in detail of the various 
complicated systems of machinery that are required 
for tiie completion of a block ; but it may be matter 
of some curiosity to know the results of Mr.Bnmell's 
machinery. It is put in motion by a steam engine 
of thirty-two horses power ; which, however, is applied 
to a great variety of other purposes, wholly inde- 
pendent of block-making. It has been found, by 
calculation, that fonr men, with the machinery as it 
now stands, can complete the shells of as many blocks 
as fifty could do by the old method ; and that six 
men will furnish as many sheaves as before required 
sixty ; and that these ten men, in displacing the 
labour of one hundred and ten men, can with ease 
finish in one year from 130,000 to 140,000 blocks of 
different sorts and sizes, the total value of which is 
not less than ^15,000 ; this number is fQund fiilly 
sufficient for supplying the wear and tear of blocks, 
not only in the naval, but also in the ordnance, depart- 
ments, even in time of war. 

The saving in the expense to the cnantry averaged 
about ^15,000 a year ; in consideration of which, 
Mr. Brunell, who was engaged in completing ihis 
machinery from 1802 to 1808, was allowed a com^ 
pensation of ^20,000. 

DELICATE SPINNING. 

Some years ago a pair of worsted stockings were 
made of such delicate texture, that tkey could be 
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drawn throngli a lady's ring of ordinaiy sbe ; and a 
macliine has since been invented, which sjiint woollen 
yam much superior in fineness. By this machine, a 
pound of yam may be rendered worth ten guineas, 
produoiug ninety-five hands, of five hundred and 
9ii(ty yards each iu length, 53,200 yards, or thirty 
miles and four hundred yards. 

BABBAGE'S CALCULATING MACHINi:. 

A most singular machine has b<en invented by Mr. 
Charles Babbage, for calculating and printing mathe- 
matical tables ', and thus avoiding the intoleraUe labour 
and fatiguing monotony of a continued repetition of 
similar arithmetical calculations. For this purpose 
Mr. Babbage has constructed several engines. One is 
capable of computmg any table by the aid of dif- 
ferences, whether they are positive or negative, or of 
both kinds. One remarkable property of this machine 
is, that the greater the number of differences, the more 
the engine will outstrip the most rapid calculator. 

By the application of other parts of no great degree 
of complexity, this may be converted into a machine 
for extracting the roots of equations, and consequently 
the roots of numbers. 

MnBabbage has constructed another machine,which 
he says " will calculate tables governed by laws which 
have not been hitherto shown to be explicitly deter- 
minable, and it will solve equations for which analy* 
tical methods of solution have not yet been continued.'' 
** Supposug," continues Mr. Babbage, " these engines 
executed, there would yet be wanting other means to 
ensure the accural^ of the printed tables to be pro- 
duced by them. Thr errors of the persons employe4 
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to copy the figures presented by the engines, i/roold 
first interfere with their correctness* To remedy this 
erii, I have contriyed measures by which the machines 
themselves ^shail take from several boxes containing 
type, the numbers which they calculate, and place 
them side by side ; thus becoming at the same time a 
substitute for the compositor and the computer ; by 
which means, all error in copying, as wetl as printing, 
is removed. 

" There is, however, two sources of error which 
have not yet been guarded against. The tin boxes 
with which the engine is provided, contain each about 
three thousand types ; each box having, of course, only 
those of one number in it. It may happen that the 
person employed in filling these boxes, shall accident- 
ally place a wrong type in some of them. When these 
boxes are delivered totlie superintendant of the engine, 
I have provided a simple and effectual means by which 
he shall, in less than half an hour, ascertain whether 
among these thirty thousand types, there be any figure 
misplaced, or even inverted. Another cause of error 
arises from the type falling out when the page has been 
set up : this I have rendered impossible by means of 
a similar kind." 



SIDEROGRAPHY. 
Mr. Perkins has discovered a method of rendering 
steel so extremely soft and ductile, as to famish 
A better material for the engraver to work upon, 
than even copper itself. If upon a plate of steel 
thus softened, an engraving has been executed ever 
80 delicate, and the plate is then given to Mr. 
Peikins, he will, by a process peculiar to himself, 
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render it as hard as the hardest steel, without in the 
amailest degree iojuriog the most delicate lines of the 
graver. 

A cylinder of soft steel is then prepared, of proper 
dimensions to receive an impression in relief from the 
hardened engraved plate upon its periphery, a process 
effected by rolling it oTer the hardened plate in a 
singularly constructed press invented for the purpose. 
This cylinder, now bearing a perfect impression in 
relief of the original engraving, is next submitted to the 
•hardening operation, and is then ready for use, that is, 
being properly placed in the press, it is rolled over a 
plate of copper, upon which it indents any required 
number of copies of the first engraving ; every copy 
thus produced, being a fac simile of the original ; so 
that in this way any number of copper-plates may be 
engraved in a very short time, from an original of the 
most exquisite workmanship ; each of which will be 
equal to an original copper-plate engraving from the 
same band, and of the same merit. 

The impression from the cy Imder may be made upon 
soft steel, instead of copper; and this afterwards hard- 
ened, becomes capable of affording an infinitely greater 
number of good impressions than the copper-plate : it 
may also be used as a new source of copies upon the 
cylinders, thus presenting a means of multiplying the 
engravings beyond precedent, and almost eluding 
calculation. 

STEAM PRINTING PRESS. 

Among the wonders achieved by the steam engine, 
tbatof printmg is not the least remarkable. The . firtt 
idea of applying the steam engme to thb useful art, 
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appean to have been saggetted by Mr. Nidioboti, who 
took oat a patent for it iu the year 1790. It does not 
appear, however, to have ended in any practical residt : 
for it&B we are indebted to an ingenious forrigner, Bfr. 
Koenig, a printer of Saxony. The first idea of this 
gendenilm was merely to apply steam in order to give 
accelerated speed to the common press, and to this fbr 
some time his efforts were solely directed. 

Failuig in his application for encouragement and 
support on the Continent, Mr. Koenig tomed bb eyes 
towards England ; and arriving in London in 1801, he 
submitted bis scheme to several prmters of repute; but 
in this instance, as in many odiers, he found that'* At 
hear, none aid yoo, and few understand." 

At length he got some p^tsons to fisten to hk pro- 
posal, and Mr. Koenig's improvement of the eommon 
ptinthigpress wastiied. Its advantage, however, proved 
less than was anticipated: cyfindrieat prfntbgwtt 
then thott^ of, and after tw« or threie years oftencMMd 
exertion, a small machine was bn>ught ^th, the dft- 
taeieristic of which was, that instead of fbt pifntiog 
bciittg produced by a AHt impr^Kion, as hytbeeotMm 
pttM, the fl(heet passed betitreen a lat^ roHer ttnd the 
types stin flat ; and in lieu of Ae old fashion^ balls 
ft/t iiddng the typ6, rollets were fixed, whidi inked the 
loirm 4s it passed in its way to the piinting cyBnden 

Conquerable prombetrf sucdess attended this ex- 
periment; and it was soon deemed praididditg to 
extend the general principle to a more powerfbl 
machine. To print anewspaper, was considered highly 
desirable ; and soon attempted with success. So secret, 
liowevdr, were the operations of the patentees, that the 
fifSt public intidrnthm of their invention was given m 
the Tifnes newspaper on the 28th of November, 1814 ', 
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wherein the reader was told, that the paper was xme of 
man J tboosands thaff had tiiatiiMyftiing heen pHnted by 
steam. 

The next improvement in the steam press, was a 
machine constmcted for Mr. Bensley , whieh perfected 
the sheet-^that is, printed it on both sides at once ; so 
that the sheet of paper is placed in the feeder quite 
blank, and delivered from the machine printed on both 
sides, causing liie pages, or lines of type, on both sides 
of the paper, to correspond with each other. 

Considerable improvements have since been made, 
not only as to inking the types, hot in the general 
eonstmotion of the eugfne, whieh has been greatly 
simplified, and reduced in the space ^t it occupied. 
In its present state, the steam printing press appears 
sosceptibleof little improvement It prodncesexoellent 
work, and its mc^vements are attended -with regularity 
and dispatoh : the doable, or perfecting, madihie, will 
throw tiff a thousand sheets, printed on both sides, 
tHthin the hour ; and the single machme wiH print 
one tliousAnd six hundred, or one thonsand eight 
hnndred. Oft oneaide : ail the manual labonr is petfbrliwd 
by three bdys, one to lay the sheet of pdper on the 
oylitfder^ another to take it oiF, and a tfaitd to hky iffae 
alMfets eten on the bank. 



MR. WATT.- ^THE STEAM ENGINE. 

l%ough the ingenuity of man has been coii8tan<(3y 
employed in ndtigal^ what ShakespeaM etMs " the 
penalty of Adam," yetnev^r was tiieve sotnncb of that 
penalty remitted, as by the appHeation of ateam to the 
bewingof wood, and drawing of water, ia well aft to 
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perfonning a variety of labours above humaustreDgtli. 
That the steam engine was not the invention of Mr. 
Watt, is certain ; but it is equally certain, that it 
was to the improvements of thb gentleman, on its 
original construction, that we are indebted for its 
extended power and utility. 

The first steam engine was constructed by Captain 
Savary, who obtained a patent in 1698, and em- 
ployed it in draining the tin mines in Cornwall ; 
which, however, it was only able to do to a limited 
extent. In 1705, Newcomen made considerable im- 
provements on Savary's engine ; after which, nothing 
further was done, until application was made to Mr. 
James Watt, then an instrument maker in Glasgow, 
to repair the model of Newcomen's steam engine, in 
the University of Glasgow, which, in course of time, 
had become unfit for exhibiting the powerful effects 
of steam to the students. The mind of Mr. Watt 
was instantly struck with the mechanism of the en- 
gine, and he perceived defects which he thought he 
could remedy. From tliis hour, his whole attention 
was fixed upon the improvement of the steam engine: 
every other object was subordinate ; every odier pur- 
suit was followed merely for the sake of subsistence ; 
the steam engine was his darling object ; it was this 
which was to lay the foundation of his fame and 
fortune, and to prove one of the most valuable gifts 
that an individual could give to his country. To 
follow the progress of Mr. Watt's inventions, would 
be to write the history of the steam engine ; it is, 
however, only necessary to glance at what it was 
when he took it in band, and what he left it, to 
prove that though he is called the improver of the 
steam engine only, yet that, in truth, as to all that b 
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admirable in its structure, or vast in its utility, he 
should rather be described as the inventor. 

Newcomen's engine was only employed as a reci- 
procating power for drawing water, and that to a 
limited extent. By the invention of Mr. Watt, it 
was so regulated, as to make it capable of being ap- 
plied to the finest and most delicate manufactures, 
and its power so increased, as to set weight and soli- 
dity at defiance. By his admirable contrivances, it 
became a thing stupendous alike for its force, and its 
flexibility ; for the prodigious powers which it can 
exert, and the ease, precision, and ductility, with 
which they can be varied, distributed, and applied. 
The trunk of an elephant that can pick up a pin, or 
rend an oak, is nothing to it. It can engrave a seal, 
and crush masses of obdurate metals like wax before 
it ; draw out, without breaking, a thread as fine as 
gossamer, and lift a ship of war like a bauble in the 
air. It can embroider muslin, and forge anchors ; cut 
steel into ribands, and impel loaded vessels against the 
fury of the winds and waves. 

It would be difficult to estimate the value of the 
benefits which the inventions of Mr. Watt have con- 
ferred upon the country. There is no branch of 
industry that has not been indebted to them ; and in 
all the most material, they have not only widened 
most magnificently the field of its exertions, but mul- 
tiplied a thousand fold, the amount of its produc- 
tions. An ingenious foreigner, M. Dupin, speaking 
of the immense mechanical force set in action by the 
steam engines of Britain, gives the following illus- 
tration of its amount The great pyramid of Egypt 
required for its erection the labour of above 100,000 
Q 2 
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DiiBn, for twenty years ; but if it were Dequired again 
to raise the stones from tke quarries, and place tbem 
at their present height, the action of the steam en- 
gines of Britain, which are managed at most by 
36,000 men, would be sufficient to produce the 
effect in eighteen hours. And M. Du{Mn says, thiit 
if it were required to know how long a time tJwy 
wonid take to cut tha stones, and move them from 
the quarries to the pyranud, a very f^w days would 
be found sufficient. 

But these are only illustrations of the pMMr of 
the steam engine ; its benefits, however, are not less 
striking. It has increased indefinitely the m4S9 
of human comforts and enjoyments^ and rendered 
cheap and accessible all over Uie world, the materials 
of wealth and pro^erity. It has anned the fed>le 
hand of man, in short, with a powBr to whicb no 
limits can be assigned ', completed the dominion of 
mind over the most refractoiy qualities of matter ; 
and laid a sure foundation for all those future miracles 
of mechanic power, which are to aid and reward the 
labours of after generations. It is to the genius of 
one man, too, that all this is mainly owing; and 
certainly no man ever before bestowed such a gift 
on his kind. The blessing is not only universM* ^t 
unbounded ; and the fabled inventors pf the plou^ 
and the loom, who were deified by the erring grati- 
tude of their rude contemporaries, conferred less 
important benefits on mankind, than the inventor of 
our present steam engine. This will \fe the fame of 
Watt, with future generations, ^d it is sufficient 
for hb race and his country. 
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JOHN RENNIE. 

The late celebrated John Rennie, rose entirely by 
his own merit. In a country where instraction is 
general, he was not without the benefits of an ordinary 
edacation ; but it was by powers that must have 
shone in any country, and in any condition of life, 
that he scaled the heights of science and of art. 

No man, however, could show a joster sense of his 
early advantages, than Mr. Kennie. When the in- 
bal^itants of Perth proposed to remunerate him for 
some trouble which he had taken in directing and 
superintending certain improvements in the naviga- 
tion of the river Tay, he nobly declined all re- 
compense, remarking, " that he had long since been 
amply paid for whatever services he could render to 
the citizens of Perth, for it was in the academy of 
that city, that he commenced those studies which had 
gained him a name in the world." 

Mr. Rennie commenced his professional career as a 
machinist; and executed for Messrs. Boulton and 
Watt, some of the first steam mills in this country, 
particularly those known by the name of the Albion 
Mills. He afterwards devoted himself to the study of 
hydraulic constructions ; and by a diligent attention 
to the admirable lessons in this branch of art, furnished 
by Mr. Smellie, was at length enabled in some respects 
to equal, ftnd in many others to surpass, him. 

The ports of London, Liverpool, Hull, Greenock, 
Leithj Holyhead, Portpatrick, Howth, and Dunleary, 
all bear testimony to the talents and resources of Mr. 
Rennie, as an architect and faydraulician. For the 
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inetfopolit, be furnished the plant, and directed 
the constmction, of the £i8t India and Loiidon 
Docks, alike remarkable for thehr general grandeur, 
tiie judgment shown in their varioos details, and their 
beantifnl style of execntion. The West India Docks 
also, which were at first under the dinctioii of Mr. 
Jeasop, were, after the death of that aUe engineer, 
completed by Mr. Rennie. 

In all (liese undertakings, as M* Dnpin, one of dM 
first of French engineers, bears witness, the operations 
of every sort were so arranged, as to prodaoe in A 
giTen time, with the lowest number of men, the 
greatest possible results ; and every where machines 
were employed, to eiecule what machitifi alone 
eoald ezccnte well» with economy, precision, and 
rapidity. 

The same admirable spirit of invention, method, 
and calculation, continued to be displayed by Mr. 
Rennie, in every undertaking in which he was en* 
gaged ; in the constmction of canals, among which, 
tbat of Cvinan deserves peculiar mention, on aoooont 
of the many natural difficulties opposed to it ; in the 
drauung and embankment of the fSsns in the coundes 
of Lmcoln, Bedford, and Cambridge ; in the nipiove- 
ments of the arsenals, and dockyards nC Woolwich, 
Chatham, Portsmouth, and Plymouth ; the eiectian of 
the new docks at Sheeroess ; the oonstraetion of the 
Break^water at Plymonth ( the Bell Book Light- 
House ; the Sonthwark and Waterloo Biiriges, over 
the Thames. 

*' In the hydraulic constructions at Shecfness,** says 
M. Dopu, '' we see art struggling wi& the difficnlties 
of nature, and overooming them. The whole aiaentl 
is built upon an artificial soil ; the foundations of the 
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baildings rest on ibe hsils of old T«ssels buried under 
the alluvial deposit, of wliieli the isle of Sheppej is 
formed." And ^et *' such is the skill with whicti tlje 
works are constructed, and so exeelleut tb« materials 
which have been employed, that they must be proof 
alike against the outrages of time, and the hand of 
violence. A work wordiy of the Komans, in the 
proudest period of their existence \" 

It is this unalterable solidity, the result of prudent 
dimensions and judicious cpmbinatiOBs, which M. 
SilupiQ justly considers as the great characteristic of 
Mr. Ronnie's labours. Bat perhaps this feature is 
more remarkably displayed in the two bridges of 
Southwark and Waterloo, than in any other monu- 
ments of his genius. 

The Southwark Bridge, is the first in which the 
bold idea has been coneeived> of employing cast iron 
in large masses, so extensive, as far to surpass that of 
stone voussoirs of the largest dimensions. The archca 
of this bridge are formed of metallic voussoirs, and 
sQcfa as could only be cast in a country where me- 
tallurgy is carried to the highest degree of perfect 
tion. ** When we consider," says the same elegant 
Fren^ writer whom we have already so often quoted* 
" the extent uid elevation of the arches of th^ bridge, 
and the magnitude of the elements which compose it, 
what an idea does it not give us of the power of roan 1 
We exclaim involuntarily, while we gaae on the chef- 
d'oeuvre, Bshold the bridge of giants I" 

Yet even this bridge is inferior to that of Waterloo, 
the noblest bridge, not only in the three kingdoms, 
but, perhaps, in the world. The celebrated Canova, 
when he visited this country, declared that it was the 
grandest Ikbrk of the kind he had ever seen, and that 
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it was worth a joomey from the remotest comer of 
the earth to hehold it. But here again we roust quote 
M. Dupin. 

" The English have hitherto pointed with pride to 
the bridges of Blackfriars and Westminster. Bat 
since this new bridge has been thrown over the space 
between these fine monuments of public utility, these 
seem as if they had lost their regularity, their extent, 
and all their majesty. 

" The three bridges, Blackfriars, Westminster, and 
London, being constructed of a soft stone, strongly 
liable to decomposition, have suffered prodigiously 
from the ravages of time ; and the same is the case 
with the greater part of those edifices which grace the 
British metropolis. 

" If by the incalculable effect of those revolutions 
to which empires are exposed, people should one 
day ask, where stood the New Sidon ? and what is 
become of the Tyre of west, which covered the whole 
ocean with its ships? the greater part of its buildings, 
destroyed by a destructive climate, will no longer reply 
o the curiosity of men, with the voice of monuments ; 
but the bridge built by Rennie, in the centre of the 
commercial world, will subsist to tell to generations the 
most remote, ' Here was a city, rich, industrious, and 
powerful.* The traveller, at the sight of this superb 
monument, will be apt to suppose that some great 
prince had endeavoured, by long years of toil, to con- 
secrate his name to everlasting renown, by thb mag- 
nificent structure. But should tradition inform him, 
that six years sufficed to undertake and complete 
this work; that a simple association of merchants 
possessed opulence enough to build, at their expense, 
this colossal monument, worthy of the Seioatriset and 
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the Casari ; be will admue still more the Mtiop irhere 
such works could be produced by tbe efforts of ia* 
dividuals, wUboat name, and last (or ever to fame, 
anpidst a crowd of industrious citizens." 

How BMich merit there is in the completion of 
so stupendous a dasign, in so admirable a maimer^ 
no one who is in the least acquainted with works 
pf art, need be told* Mr. Hennie, while executing it, 
seemed to feel that he was building for immortality ; no 
branch of the work, Iniwever minutea or apparentlj im^ 
material, escaped his most vigilant attention ', he would 
Qtdy use those materials wbich wete the most excellent 
of their kind ; and not an inch of work would he 
suffer to pass, which was not executed in tbe very 
best possible manner. Tbe present writer remembers 
to have seen him superintending the preparation of 
the mortar, as if that had been tbe only thing he had 
to attend to in the whole undertaking ; and repeatedly 
taming back loads of the material, because they were 
not so well wrought as they might be. It was by 
care like this, that tbe name of Keimie, and the 
genius of stability, have in a manner become iden- 
tified. 

Superior to every sentiment of envy or jealousy, 
Mr. Rennie was neither slow in his admiration of 
other men's powers, nor averse to profit honourably by 
them. He gave due praise to foreign nations, and to 
the French in particular, for the monuments which 
they have achieved ; and to all strangers who came 
hither to gather instruction from the many models of art 
with which firitain has supplied the world, he was ever 
free of access, and most liberal in his communications. 
He experienced, in return, many flattering marks of 
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gratitade and esteem, from men of genios of other 
countries. In 1819, having comronnicated to 
some of his scientific friends in France, hb wbh of 
inspecting the arsenals at Brest and Cherbomrg, tlie 
French minister of marine was no sooner apprised of 
his wishes, than he sent instructions to the superior 
officers of both these ports, to afford him, for that 
purpose, every aid and facility in their power. M. 
Dupin has with equal liberality and good sense re- 
marked, " that whatever information Mr. Rennie may 
have derived from such inspection, France may be 
well assured, that in this interchange of knowledge 
and politeness, she is not the least gainer.'' 
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